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Advertiſement to the 


READEYRK. 
HE Credit and favourable Reception that 
this Book of Dr. Ellis's has met with 
amonzſt Men of Letters, is a ſufficient 
Apology for giving it a new Birth, and making 
its Uſe of a larger Extent, It was Publiſhed 
in Latin in the Year 1660. Reprinted #1 1694. 
And becanſe both Impreſſions are now quite ſold 
off, it became neceſſary either to give it a new 
Edition, or a new Language : Tye latter (as be- 
ing of more general Uſe) was choſen : And 
therefore I have endeavoured to make the Author 
ſpeak. as. good Engliſh, as a Sententious and Ar= 
gumentative Stile would eaſily bear, without tao 

much ey as. and wandring from the Senſe. 

It s ſomething wonderful to obſerve, how igno= 
rant many People are of the very Articles of that 
Religion, which they have all along profeſſed 
themſelves to be Members of : As if it werg e- 
nough to be of the Church of England, without 
having any tolerable Syſtem of its Dotrine, much 
leſs kirowing how to defend them againſt the Ca- 
vils of our Enemies : Whereas we are not afraid 
ro encouraze M:n to have recourſe to thoſe Ara 
eicles of our Religion, by rich (we own) we 
muſt ſtand or fall. The bold and daring At= 
tempts of Mecn of reſt/:{s Spirits in this Age, 

A: 2 make 


p24 


make it highly neceſſary for every Chriſtian 
to conſider well, and examine what it u he be- 
lieves, and what Foundation his Faith ſtands 
upon : that he may be ready always to give 
an Anſwer to them thar ask him a Rea- 
fon of the Hope thar is in him, and may be a- 
ble by ſound DoCtrine to convince the Gain= 
fayers. | : 

"To which purpoſe this ſhort Defence of the 
Articles of rhe Church of England #s preſent- 
ed in an Engliſh-Dreſs, for the greater Advan- 
tage, and more general uſe of all Readers: 
IWnerein may be found (though ſhort and fuce 
cinf, yet) very clear and ſtrong Arguments ; 
and ſuch, I am perſwaded, as will not fail to 
work upon all well-diſpoſed and ingenuous Minds, 
T have not thought fit to interpoſe,except in One or 
Two Places, where the Obſcurity of the SubjeR, 
or the Author's Senſe, ſeemed to require it ; and 
there too T have ſet a diſtinguiſhing Mark, And 
now, if the Whole ſhall in any Meaſure contri- 
bute to remove Mens Doubts, or inſtru their 
Minds ; to confirm their Faith, or reform their 
Manners, here is a plorious End, and there needs 
no further Apology to be made, 


Sutton - Courr, 
Nov. 11. 1699. 
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OF THE 
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C purch of England. 
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ARTIC.1. of Faith in the Holy Trinit;. 
HERE is bur One Living and True 
God everlaſting, withqut Rofly, 
( Parts, or Paiſions ; Of infinite Pow- 
Vf: er; Wiſdom, and Goodnels ; - the 
Maker and Preſerver of all things, borh vi*- 
ble and invifible : And in the Unity of this 
Godhead there. are Three Perſons of One 
| Subſtance, Pawer and Eternity ; The Farher, 
' the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt. | 
Obj. 1. Againſt which it ; objefted,. I. That 
— Gods many ; according'to the Apeſtie, 
I 8 
 Anſe, 1 "The Apoftle ſays not, that there are 
mes Gods with reſpect to their Efſence ; bug 
I: £ either 
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2 A Defence of the 

either with Relation rothe Error of ſome thar 
ſay the Planets are"Gods, or elſe according to 
ſome certain Similirude; as Magiſtrates are 
ſometimes called ſo. 

Obj. 2. The Phraſes of [Time paſt] and 
{Time ro come] ate ſpoken of God, and there=' 
fore he is not Eternal. +» 

Anſw. Such Words are {ſpoken of God, not 
as tho' he bad any Variation thro' them, but be- 
cauſe his Eternity does comprehend all Times. 

Obj. 3. The Scriptures teſtifie, that God has 
Hands and Eyes, &c. and therefore he 1 not In» 
corporeal. 

. Anſw. Such Parts are nor atrributed ro God, 
as really ſuch ; bur by way of Similitude, and 
upon the account of. his Actings, as- the. Acti- 
orr of the Eye is to ſee ; from whence ir is 
that the Eye, when *tis ſpoken of God, means 
his Power of Seeing,- not after a ſenfible;-bur 
intellectual manner ; and the like is to be ſaid 
of all other Parrs of the Body. 

Obj. 4. 1: » ſaid, Gen. 6. 6. that God re- 
pented; andelſcwhere, that he was ſuljeRTu9- 
ther Paſſions. | ber) - 

nſw. Repentance is indeed arrriburediſro 

God. as if he were afﬀectedas Men are,becaule 
he as ſomerimes after the manner of one thar ' 
repents ; butthis is ſpoken nor as tro any Aﬀe- 
cion-in God; bur as to the Effect of rhe thing : 

.And the like 4s ta be ſaid of other Pafitons.-. 

Obj. 5. The Angels are not reckoned uge by 
Moſes amnong-the Works of the Creation.! 

Anſa;: We do nor read ini:Gene/i# the ve- : 
ry Words of thc Creation of Angcls, yer this 
is ro be underſtood there, both Chap. 1. ,ver..1. 

and Chap. 2. ver. 1. They are. the heavenly: 

, 4+ Hoſt > 
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Thirty Nine Articles. 5 
Hoſt; and the Apoſtle ra the Coloſſians. (Chap. 
7. 16, 17.) expreſly affirms, That God 1s the! 
Creator of all rhings Viſible and Inviſible. : . 
Obj. 6.4 1t iz objefted, That the D»erine 'of 
the Holy Trinity is nnt true, but rater ' contta= 
dis it ſelf ; becauſe there is but Ong God, theres + 
fore not Three ; but there would be Three: Gods, 
if the Father was God, the Son God, aud the Hue 
ly Ghoſt God. Now wien we ſpeak of a Perſon, 
we mea's theſe Two things the Eſſence, and. the 
manner of Subſiſting. | 
Anſw. From a Trinity of Perſons in created 
Beings is rightly inferred a threetold Eflence ; 
bur nor ſo in Divine Beings. It we name a 
Perſon of the Holy Trinity, we mean a Na- 
cure or Eſſence that is:common to tore: Perions 
than One : Bur created things, becaule they 
are finite, their Subſtances or Pertons mult be ]. 
ſeparate. So Socrates, Plato and Ariftorie, al- 
though by a common Nature and Reafon 
they are called Men, yet are not One: bur 
Three Men : And becauſe in. Divine ;:Per- 
fons, the Being or Effence 1s infirare, 'therefore 
Three Perlons ſubſitting in it, although they 
they be truly Three, yer are but One God; 
Obj. 7. The Dottrine of a Trinity of Perſons 
does infer a Compoſition in God. Where there 1s 
Eſſence and Perſon, there it a Compoſition :cim 
ther from'a. general or a particular. Nature ::And 
where there are theſe Two, there there 38.4.Cams. 
P1ſirion : But in God' there is both, becauſe" his 
Eſſence is on? thing, and bis Perſmn another: * 
Anſw. There 1s not in God. a Conjundction 
of an univerſal and parricular Nature, -fince 
God is the moſt ſimple Effence. Nature, and 
Suppeſitum (tho' rwo things) do not make 4 
(F B 2 __ Com- 
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Compoſition in God, as it does in created Be- 
ings, in which Nature is one abſolure thing, 
and the: Szppoſitum another : whereas in God 
the Suppeſitum has a relative Nature, and a 
Relation docs nor compound, bur diſtinguiſh ; 
more eſpecially in Gcd, where the Relation 
does nor really differ from its Foundation. 
Where there is an Union berweenT wo abſolute 
Things,thereindged there is a Compoſicion:Bur 
in Gcd, his Eſſence is abſolute, and the Perſon 
relarive : And Perſons do nor differ from one 
another really and effentially, bur really and 
perſonally, z. e. by relative Perſonalities. 

Obj. 8. Where there are One and Three Be- 
ings, there there are Four : Bunut in God there 
are One. and Three Beings ; the Father, Son, aud 
Holy Ghoſt. are Three, and yer Eſſence it ſelf is 
2012 of theſe. 

Anſw. * There is one only Eſſence in God, 
and Three Perſons are only the Three Modes 
of his Subſiſtence: Now Modes do not number 
a thing,' bur they are numbered and included 
mir; 10 thar ir cannor be ſaid to be different 
from them. So, for Example, if there be Three 
Degrees of Lighr, the Morning, Noon, and 
Evening Light, Light it ſelf will nor be any 
fonrth' thing in reſpc&t of theſe Degrees, 
which are 10. be reckoned up and 'included 
under Light /rg/y and ſimply conſidered. 


_* We'are 16 fo imagine here, that the Author meant to. favour 
#he Sabeltian Hereſie : For though to ſay, that Three Perſons care 
Tirve Modes of Subſitence, be Sabcllianiit, yer as an Anſwer to the 
/ ng Otje#ion, the fawreft Interpretatun w, Ty,at theugh there 
be Tree diſtin Perſons in the Godhead or. Druine Nature, the 
Divine Natare is not to be reckoned as a thing diſtinft and ſeparate 
from them : And this will give likewiſe an Orthodox Senſe to the 


Gompariſm of Ly#. | 
: Obj 


Thirty Nine Articles. F 
Obj.9. If there be Three Perſons in the Divine 
Eſſence, then there will be firſt and ſecond, be« 
fora, and after, and fo it will not be perfeftly 
ſimple. 

Anſw. (Before and after ] do not relate 
to the Eſſence, bur ro the Modes of lubiiſting : 
And though they generally ſuppoſe a priority 
of Time and Eſſence, yer there is a priority ot 
Order, thar does nor exclude'a Co-zrernity : 
And Eternity has relation ro the Effence of 
God. 

Obj. 19. The Dofrine of the Trinity is con- 
trary to Reaſon, becauſe it aſſerts the ſame nu= 
Mmerical Eſſence 10 be wholly in One and wholy' in 
Three, which ſeems impoſſible. 

Anſw. The Divine Efſence is One ard In- 

- finite, and ſo is wholly in One Perſon, and 
wholly in Three : This cannor be ſaid ro. be 
impoſſible, fince the Effence of a reaſonable 
Soul is rotally in the whole, and wholly in 
every Parr. Now the true Image of this thing 
is this, That many Men are One Man only 
by a Participation of the Species or Humane 
Narure. | 

Obz.. 11. This DeArine introduces Three In- 
finites, when it is impoſſible there ſhould be a= 
ny more than One. IRE: 

Anſw. There is One Infinite, viz. the Di- 
vine Efſence ; however thar Infinity is not a 
perional Property, bur an eſſential one : There - 
are nor indeed Three infinite Gods ;_ bur 
Thiee Perlons make up One infinite: Nature. 

Obj. 12. The Father is aid to be the only 
true God, Joh. 17. 3. 

Anſp. Hereby are exclnded all fictitious. 
Deities or Creatures, but not the Son br the 
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6 A Defendt of the 
Holy Ghoſt : Even the Father alone is God, - 


- Who has an Omnipotenrt Son, 
Obj. 13. The Scripture 4o2s not make uſe of 
theſe Words and Phraſes : Trinity, Perſon and 
10 proceed. | 
Awſw. Alrhough theſe Terms are not to be | 
met with in the Scriprures : yet the Senſe and . ' 
Meaning of them are plainly to be ferched 
from thence; 


ART. II. Of the Word or Son of God 


which was made very Man. 


H E Son, which is the Word of the 

Father, begotten trom everlaſting of the 
Father, the very and eternal God, of one 
Subſtance with the Father, rook Man's Na- | 
.ture'in the *Womb of the Bleſſed | Virgin of 
her Subſtance : So thar Two whole and 
perfect Natures ; that is ro ſay, the Godhead 
and Manhood were joyned together in One 
Perton, ncver-ro be divided ; whereof is One 
Chriſt, very 'God, and very Man ; who rru- 
ly ivffered, was crucihed, dead, and buried, 
19 reconcile his Father to us, and to be a Sa- 
cr-fice, nor only for Orig.nal Guilt, bur alto 
for the Actual Sins of Nic, 

Obj. 1. Thar it des by na means agree 10 4 

Speritual Nature to beet ; trerefore Chriſt is 
not benottem of God. 


' Auſw. This is trae, Phyſically ſpeaking, in | 
the manner -thar corporeal :Subltances bezer 


their Likenels and Subſtance 3'bur it very well 
2grees in a Meraphytical Sente, as an Angeht- 
cal or Human Mind” begers Reaton , which 
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Thirty Nine Articles. 7 
,”  _ moſt Spiritual Senſe of all, we may ſuppoſe 
one Perſon to beger another, from and in him- 

ſelf,” as the Father bepar the Son. 

Obj. 2. That Chriſt has not all the Divme 

Perfettions, becauſe he wants Paternity, which is 

f a Perfetion of the Father ; therefore he is nos 

| God. 

Anſw. Chriſt has all the abſolute Perfecti- 
ens that are common to the Three Perſons, 
which is 'fufficient, alrbongh he has nor the 

& . Chracteriſtical Ones, which are proper only 
ro One. 

Obj. 3. That if the Father and the Son are 
of the ſame Eſſence, then if the Son be incaruate 
and made Fleſh, the Father 1s ſo too. | 

Auſw. The whole Divine Eſſknce 1s incar- 

| - nate, not abſolutely, bur relatively ; inaf- 

i *miuch as it is wholly in the Son, the whole Di- 
| vinity originally underrook the Work of In- 

"carnation. This may be illuſtrated by a Simi- 
lirude :. Three Siftcrs weave cone Garment, 
and the fecond wears ir. 

OQbj. 4. 1f che erernal Son of God be'incarnated, 
zt follows that.he had a Being, and was a Per- 
fon before be was incarnate : If this be ſo, What 
rs that which was conceived inthe Virgin's Womb, 
and born > Not a Perſon; for then there would be 
Two Perſens, and Two Sons of God. If the Pere 
fon is not bori of the Virgin, how does that dee 
ſerve to be called a Man which 7s born of her, 
ſmce no body can be called a Mm, that is not 'a 

> "Humane Perſon #\For a Man is diſtinguiſhed to 
| be ſuch by his Perſon, and nothing elſe. HIER 

' * Anſw. There is one ſort 'of Individual 

* which ſubſiſts of cir ſelf, and; is rightly called: 

| "Perſon- ; and another, which does. ror fub- 
AEM \ B4 liſt. 
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8 | A Defence of the 
fiſt of it ſelf, bur in another, as the Hand in 
the Body : Burt becauſe it does nor ſubſiſt 
of it ſelf, is therefcre not ro be called a Per- 
ſon. So the Humane Narure of Chriſt never 
did ſubſiſt by ir ſelf, bur always in the Di- 
vine Logos ; and for that: Reaſon was never of 
it ſelf a Perſon. | 

Obj. 5. God ſent his Son, not in true Fleſh, 
but (as the Apoſtle ſays, Rom. 8. 3.) in the Si- 
militude of ſinful Fleſh: And fo Chriſt was not 
atrue Man. 

Anſw, The true Fleſh of Chriſt is called 
the Similitude of Fleſh, nor. ſimply ſo, bur as 
obnoxious ro the Sin of pthe Fleſh 5 nor 
that Chriſt did aſſume the Likeneſs of Fleſh, 
and as it were the Image of a Body, and nor 
a real one, but only rhe Similitnde of fianing 
Fleſh : This p45" not be ; for Chrift was - 
not a Sinner, though he was like to Sinners. 

. Obj. 6. Chriſt and Melchiſedeck are compa= 
red together, becauſe both of them were without 

Father and withour Mother, Heb. 7,3. And 

therefore Chrift was not born of a Virgin. 

Anſw. Chrift is ſaid ro. be withour Father 
and Morher,in reſpect rodifferent Narures,not 
fimply ſo : For he was withour Fathcr in re- 
ſpect of his Humane Nature, and in reſpect 
of his Divine, without Mother. 

Obj. 7 God was not angry with Munkind, but 
abundantly laved it, _ therefore out of meer 
Charity ſent his Sen ; for which R:aſon there was 
no neceſſity that the Father ſhould be reconciled 
f0 us, 5 
Anſw. God was certainly angry with us, 
although he ſent his Son : He loved us as 


Creatures, and hated us as Trauſgreflors. 
RE RE. 
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Thirty Nine Articles. PONY 9 
God's Wrath excludes the ſpecial and patr- 


ticular, though not thar general Love of God, 
wherewith, as ſuch, he loves his Creatures. 


AR T. III. Of the going down of Curiſt 
into Hell. 7 | 


A S Chriſt died for vs, and waghhuried, ſo 
alſo ir is to be believed rhat he went 
down into Hell. 

 Obj. 1. The Evangeliſts that have mentioned 
tbe moſt*minute Circumſtances in the Hiſtory of 
Chriſt, donot ſpeakone Word of this Deſcent in= 
to Hell. 

Anſw. The Evangeliſts defired only ro re- 
late thoſe things of Chriſt, whereof either rhey 
themſelves were Eye-witneſles, or elſe had it 
from others that were fo ; but no Mortal could 
ſee Chriſt deſcend. 

Ob}. 2. Chriſt did not go down into Hell in his 
Deity, which 1s every where ; nor in his Body, 


which was laid in a Sepulcher ; nor in his Soul, 


which was in Paradiſe, Luke 23. 43. 

Anſw. The Soul of Chriſt might be upon. 
one and the ſame Day in Hell and in Para- 
dile : For why may we not ſay, that 
Chriſt, after his Death, and the. Union of his. 
Soul and Body reſtored, might in a Moment 


_ delicend into Hell, and. m a” Moment return 


from" thence ?' We..onght ro: believe. many 
things, the. Manner and Circumftances where- 
of we are not able to define, | 
+ Oby. 3, Chriſt did not deſcend, that he mighz 

w his Viftory, becauſe his Reſuarettion-was 


. but the beginning of his Triumph ; nor| chat he 


might further ſuffer, becauſe be ſaid upon the 
| B 5 | Croſs, 


Fa A Defence of the 


Err/z, Ir is finiſhed : nor finally, that be. might 
free the Fathers from Limbo, ſince Limbo is a 
meer Tate. | 

 Anſw. * His Reſurrection was the begin- 
ning of -his Triumph manifeſted ro us, but per- 
haps not abſolutely fo ; for his Deſcent 1nto 
the LowerParts ( mentioned Epl.4.9.) was be- 
fore his RMrrection : And this Place lcems ve- 
ry ſtrongly ro prove the rcal Deſcent of Chriſt 
into Hell. : Nor by our Adverlarics Confefli- 
on is there any Impiery in this Opinion, if it be 
faid, thar Chriſt went to manifelt his Victory 
to che infernal Spirits, and then preſently en- 
ter'd into Paradile, .as he promis'd the Thief. 

Obj. 4. It did not become' Chriſt ' to honour 
thoſe with his Preſence, who had been unworthy 
of- his Favour, and were eternally danmed. 

Anf. It did become Chrift ; and for rhe De- 
monttratior, of his Juſtice ang Glory, ir was 
ficting rhat he Nl ovld preſent himſelf a Con- 
queror to infernal Spiris, thar he mighr bring 
a Terror upon the Devils, and reproach the 
damned. with their Folly and Wickednets. 
However ir be, let us believe that Chrift wenr 
down into Hell, although we are nor fully 
and platoly (ſatisfied of the Senſe and Manner 


of it. ; 
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Church wn tas Matter,  ſcems t0be ſafer, and liſs ltable ts Excep- 


tions. That by lei or fades 3s meant rather .he Place and State 
the Dead, after the Separation of Sow! ard Body ; when Cr:ift 


£ to buy Humanity) was willing to. be detained gill hne Relur- 
veliwn, 'H ; - 
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Thirty Nine Articles ut. 
ART. IV. Of the Reſurre&ion of Chriſt. 


HRIST did truly rife again from Death, 
and took again his Body, with Fleſh, 
Bones, and all things apperraining to the Per- 
fection of Man's Nature, wherewith he. a- 
ſcended into Heaven, and there firs, until he - 
rcturn to judge all Men ar the laſt Day. 

Tet it ſhould ſeem that Chriſt could not raiſe 
himſelf from the Dead. For, (Obj. 1.) It ap- - 
pears very unaccopntable, that any one held die, 
and yet raiſe himſelf to Life again. 

Anſw. It is indeed very, unaccountable that 
mere Man ſhould riſe again by his own Pow- 
er; but: Chriſt is God as well as Man, 
 'Obj.2. The Scriptures generally aſcribe the Re= 
ſurre&tion of Chriſt to God the Father ,as Rom.6.4- 

Anſw. His Reſurrection is indeed aſcribed 
to the Father, but not ro him alone : Ir 1s 
attribured. ro-bath, becauſe, of rhe; perfect U- 
niry of their. Efſence. Wharſoever. rhe Fas 
ther-does, that does the Son do likewiſe. 

Obj. 3. 'Tis objefted, That Bodies, after Re- 
ſurrettion, are nor, Fleſh and' Bones, but of a 
$S prripual NA2:ue, 1 Cor. 15.,44- how could Chriſt 
TuRR rea ume | Bea, with. Fleſh and Bongs © ) 
. Anſw.; Bodies after their Reſurrection are 
ſaid to be Spiritual, ' not as. ro their Subſtance 
and Efence'; but as to their Qualities and 
Endowments, they. will be like -ro. Spirits, 
immortal, and wanting neither Meat. nor 
Driok. . 4 
.  OSj. 4. Bodies of Fleſh are not immartal, bes 
cauſe, as the Praphet Ela. 4: 6, ſays, AU Fleſh 


3s Grals, 
Anſ®., 


A2 A Defence of the 
Anſ. All Fleſh of pure Man is corruptible,and 
as Graſs ; but the Fleſh of Chriſt 1s not ſuch : 
The Prophet there ſpeaks of the common and 
ordinary Condition of Mortals, and not of 
' a moſt glorious Saviour, who is very God, 
Obj. 5. The Apoſtle zells us, 1 Cor. 15. 50. 


That Fleſh and Blood cannor inherit the King- ' 


"x 6 


dom of God ; how then could Chriſt with both 


theſe aſcend up into Heaven ? | 
Anſw. The Apoſtle ſpeaks of Man as cor- 
rupted,and nor waſhed from his Sins by Chriſt, 
or elſe of Fleſh nor yer freed from Corruption, 
That fuch ſhall nor inherir the Kingdom of 
God ; for the Body cannot enter into Hea- 
ven till it be freed from Corruption. 
*_ _"Obj.'6. Chriſt will not forſake ns even to the 
* laſt Fudgment ; for he told his Diſciples, Mar. 


28. 20. LoIam with you, even to the end of - 


the World. 'And in the way to Damaſcus he ap- 
peared to Sr. Paul. Acts9. 19. And again in the 
Caſtle, be flood by him in the Night, Acts 23. 1t. 

Anſw. Chriſt ſpeaks of a_ Spiritual Pre- 
ſence by | his Grace, -and nor of a Bodi! 
one by Narure : And' then ' whar if Chrif 
did ' promiſe his Diſciples that he would 
be with them by a Subſtantial Preſence , 
if need ſo required' 2 *We are not to fix 
Chrift ſo o'r As pore " if he could 
not appear upon Earth, 'as perhaps* in an ex- 
cehordiaary manner he Kd dppent to St. Paul; 
although many underſtand that place of a men- 
ral Viton : However Heaven is the ordinary 
place of his Reſidence. 

Obj. 7; It is apparent that Chriſt will not 
Judge all Men ; for he that believes ſhall not come 
into Fudement, John 5. 24. The Prince LE wo 

- 


World, the Devil, is already judged, John 16. 
11. And alſo he. that believes not, John 3. 18. s 
condemned already. 

Anſw, He thar believeth ſhall nor come in- 
ro the Judgment of Condemnarion, bur 'of Ab- 
ſolution : Bur the Devils and all Infidels are 
already judged in God's Decree, or .in his 
revealed Word, or by their own Conſciences, 
which is the beginning of their Puniſhment ; 
bur hereafter they will be condemned accord- 
ding to the Revelation and Manifeſtarion of 
Judgment already made, to the Acutenefs of 
Puniſtmenr, and ro the Contummarion. of 
Torments both of Body and Soul. 


ART. V. Of the Holy Ghoſt. 


THE Holy Ghoſt proceeding from the Fa- 
ther and the Son, is of one Subſtance, 


| Majeſty, and Glory with the, Father and the 


Son, very and exernal God. _ 3 
Obj. 1. Alchs' the Spirit of Truth be ſaid to 
proceed from the Father, John 15. 16. yet it does 
not ſeem. to proceed from the Son, becauſe it 4s no 
where ſaid ſo in Scripture, _ EY 
Anſw. Although. it be nor ſaid in the very 
Words, .that the Spirit proceeds from the; Son, . 
yet "tis;plainly called the Spirit of the The, Gal 
4. 6, And the Spirsc of . Chriſt, Rom, 8..9.An 
rhen-Chriſt ſays, Fobn 15. 26, .that he would 
ſend them the Spirit from the Father : In which 
Words he ſeems ro mean, that it would - pro- 
cecd from: him likewiſe : Though, ſpeaking 
as a Man, by way of Reſpect, he attributes 
it to the Father. There is no need to diſpuce 


roo nicely about this Matter ;. if it. be. bur 


granted 
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ranted, that the Holy'Ghoft has an erernal 
Dependaned on rhe Son, 'tis ro no purpole tro 
frrive about Words and Terms. 

Obj. 2. The Holy Ghoſt was not from Eterni- 
ty, John 7. 39. 

Anſw. This Place does not ſpeak concern- 
ing the Being or Perſon, bur Fo 
Operations of the Holy Ghoft, 

Obj. 3. The Holy Ghoſt is not every where, be- 
cauſe he chanpes place: TheHolyGhoſt ſhall come 
upon rhee, Five the Angel fo Mary, Luke 1. 35: 
And in the ſame place; the Virtue of the moſt 
High ſhall over-ſhadow thee ; therefore neither 
1s he the moſt High. | 

Anſiz. The Words [come upen. thee}. do not 
ſignifie any change of Place, but a particular 
Manifeſtation'in ſome certain Place : And.rhen 
the Holy Ghoft is efſenrially the moſt High, 
tho' not perſotally ſo, if by the Name of 
Fmeſt High) the Farther be underſtood. 

Obj. 4. The Hely Ghoſt does not know. all 
themrs; becauſe none knows the Father but the Fon, 
Mar.'r 1.27. therefore he 7s ndr God 
 Anſw. The © Word [none] excludes only 
Creatures,. and not the'Holy Ghoſt, who per- 
fey knows the Father, 1 Cor, 2. 10, 
 Obj.'s. Al things are made by Chriſt ; aud ſo 
p the. oly Ghoſt: Ti erefore be ts. ot God'Toh.. $3. 
"" Anfw. All rhings' are ſaid" to 'be made by 
Cliriſt which'are made ; bur then only Crea- 
rnres are made. | 

Obj: 6. He rhar prays ro God, 4 not God ; but 
the Hooly Ghoſt {appicares God for us. 

'- Anfw.ttis nor ſaid what the Holy.Ghofſt acts 
immediately and of it ſelf, but what it ſtirs 


vp and effects itr us. 
Obj. 


the Gifts and: 
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Obj. 7. He that is ſent is inferiour to him 
that ſends ; but the Holy Ghoſt is ſent by the Fa- 
ther, and then he is nat of the 'ſame Mijeſty 
and Giory. 

Anſw, Miſſion and Obedience do not always 
rake away an Equality of Power ; for an Equal 
may ſometimes be ſent by his Equal. 


ART. VI, Of the Sufficiency of the Holy 


Scriptures for Satvation. 


pov Scripture contains all things neceſſary 
- ro Salvation, ſo that wharſoever is nor 
read therein, nor may be proved thereby, is 
not to be required of any Man, thar it ſtould 
be believed as an Article of the Faith, or-be 
thought requiſite or neceffary to Salyarior., 
In the name of the Holy Scripture, we do 
underſtand thoſe Canonical Books of the Old 
and New Teſtament, of whole Authority 
was never any doubt in the Church. 
Of the Names and Number of 'the Canonical 
- Books. * I 
Geneſis, Exodus, Leviticus, "Numbers, Deu- 
teronomium, Foſhna, Fudges, Ruth, the Firſt 
Book of Samuc!, the Stcond Book of Samuel, 
the Firſt Book of Kings, the Second Book of 
Kings, the Firſt Book of (Chronicles, the Se- 
cond Book 'of Chronicles, the Firſt Book ' of 
Eſtras, the Second Book of E/dras,: the Book 
of Heſter, the Book of Fob, the Pſalms, "the 
Proverbs, Eccleſiaſtes or Preacher, Cantica or 
Songsef Solomon, Four Prophets the greater, 
"Twelve Prophets rhe Leſs. | 
And the other Books ( as Hierom faith) the 
Church doth read for Example of Life, o_ 


4 


Inſtruction of Manners ; Bur yet docs it not 
apply them to eftabliſh any Dodtrine ; ſuch 
are thele following. 

The third Book of E/dras. The fourth 
Book of E/dras. The Book of Tobias, The 
Book of Fudith. - The reſt of the Book of 
Heſter. The Book of Wiſdom. Feſus the Son 
of Sirach. Baruch the Propher. . The Sorg of 
the Three Children. "The Story, of Suſanna. 
Of Bel and the Dragon. The Prayer of Ma- 
naſſes. The firſt Book of Maccabees. The 
ſecond; Book of Maccabees. 


All the Books of the New Teſtament, as 
they are commonly received, we do receive 


and account them Canonical. 

Ir may be thought, that the Scriptures do 
nor contain all rhings neceſſary ro Salvation ; 
for (Ob). 1.) Ie # neceſſary to Salvation, that 
we ſhould know what, and bow many Books arc 
Canonical. | 

Anſw. "This is; not ſ6 abſolurely neceflary, 
far-we. only enforce ir, that the Faithful may 
be Baptized, may Believe and Live well. 
..Abj: 2Jt:5 bkewiſe neceſſary to know, that 
theſe Books came to us uncorrupted. 

Anſw. . The Goodneſs of God is ſuch, 
thar he would nor ſuffer thoſe Books ro be 
corrypred,- which contain the buſineſs of Sal- 
vation : There was a Promiſe made, ta E/ay, 
thathis Propherical Writings ſhould remain for 
ever, (E/ay 30. 8..) and, Chriſt has promiſed 
(Mat.5. 18.) That not one ſora or Tittle ſhould 
paſs from the Law. _ 

Obj. 3. Me ought to.know how many Articles 
of Faith,are ta be believed by every one, under 
the hazard of forfeiting hu Satvation:; but neither 
«26 revealed inthe Sacred Writings. Anuſw. 
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Anſw. We. have a Creed, that is collected 


- from the Scriptures ; but yer 1t is not neceſſa- 


ry to Salvation to have a diſtin knowledge 
of the number of our Myſteries. One thing 
is ncedfal (as Chrift anſwered Martha ( Luke 
10. 42. ) One thing is abſolurely neceſſary, 
namely, that in compariſon of Chriſt we ſhould 
look upon all things as Loſs. I determined 
not to know any thing among you, ſave Jeſus 
Chriſt, and him Crucified, ſays St. Paul, 
1 :Cor:.2. 2. | 

Obj. 4. Me no where meet with the Means 
that God made uſe of, to purifie Females from 
Orizinal Sin, or Males that died before the 
Eighth day, or indeed concerning the Gentiles, 
bow they were to be ſaved under the Old Teſta- 
ment. 

Anſ. By the circumciſion of the Men, the 
Females were conſecrated ; the Married Wo- 
men belong'd to their Husbands, the Unmar- 
ried to their Parents : The purging of Females 


the Children of Jews that died before ghe 
Eighth Day, were ſaved by vertue of thePro- 
mile made. to Abram. I will be thy Ged, and 
the God of thy Sced, God was not bound ro 
any external Sacrament ; even. without thar 
he could conferr his Grace : So alfo the Geu- 
tiles were juſtified by Faith, Gen. 12.3, Al 
"wy Families of the Earch ſhall be.bleſſed in 4- 

ram. a. 


£ 


Obj. 5. If the Scripture be perfeF, either the 


from Sin was done chiefly by Faith ; veg 


ſingle B:oks of the Canon are perfe&, or the 


whole Cinon: It # granted, that the ſingle 
Books of it are not ſo : And then the whole 
Canon not, becauſe many Books are loſt, as the 

IPri- 
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FWVritings of Nathan and Gad, with others, | 
1 Chron. 29. 29. as alſo the Epiſtle of St. Paul 
to the Laodiceans, Col. 4. 16. 

Anſw. The fingle Books have an effential ! 
Perfection, becauſe rhey have the Matter and | 
Form of the Word of God ; the whole Canon | 
has a proportionate one : The one has tne per- | 
fe&tion of the parr, the other of the whole : 
Bur we have all rhe Books that are Canonical ; 
thoſe Books thar are loſt, were Hiſtorical 
Narrartions ; and {ome others too, that were 
nor Canonical. 

Obj. 6. Al! that Chriſt ſaid and did are not 
comprehended in the Scriptures, 

Anſw. All that Chriſt did and ſaid, neceſ= 
ſary for our Salvation, ace in the Scriptures, 

Obj. 7. Sr. Paul bids us, 2 Theſf, 2. 15.' to 
bold or keep the Traditions. bis. 60M 

Anſw. Either the Apoſtle there ſpeaks of 
thoſe free and indifferent Conftirnrions thar 
concern the Government of rhe Church, or 
concerning the Doctrine which he himſelf in 
Perfon had preached ro them, and then even 
that was conrained in Irs Writings, and other 
Canonical Books ; for Tradition is wont to 
be raken in thar Senſe: Now he had delivered 
nothing contrary. to the Scriptures, as lome 
oihers had dore. 

Obj. 8. Bur b:/iles , Thoſe Books ( which we 
call Apocrypha) ſvould ſeem to be truly Canon:- 
cal, becauſe not only many Councils, but many 
Fathers have cailed and accounted them Canoni- 
cal. 

Anſw. We are to give credit ro Councils, 
as far as they follow the guidance of Scripture, 
and no further; and it ar any time General 

Couns 
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. | Councils call theſe Books Canonical, this is 
aul ' only in a comprehenſive Sente, and has no 
Other meaning, bur rthar they were wont ro 


ial | be read in the Church for the edification of 
nd | the People; nor thar they had the ſame afſy- 
on | rance of them, as of <hole thar are truly Ca- 
t- | nonical, becauſe rheſe were never received in- 
$- to the Hebrew Canon ; and from hence they 
[ ; were Called Deutero-Canonici, or,” Canonical 
al in a ſecond Form : And then as to {cme of rhe 
7E Fathers, that they called them Canonical ; 
that will not prove them ſuch : Neither 1s it 
e very likely, that the more Ingenuous of them 


would call them 1ſo, unleſs in the foregoing 
- . 9enle. 
Obj. 9g. The Church x wont to cite man 
things from thence. Do 
| Anſw. The Apoſtles cited ſome rhings from 
f the Writings of the Heathens, but we muſt 
not gather from thence, that their Writings 
are Canonical. 
 Obj. 10. There are many things in the Books 
of the Apocrypha, which mightily - encourage 
Faith and Piety : There you hav? little Morals, 
2conomics, and Politicks ; in ſhort;"'a Come 
endium of ; Scripture, 
 _Anſw. All the Books that contain good Pre» 
ceprs, are not Canonical. 


ART. VI. Of the O!d Teſtament. 


1] HE Old Teſtament: is not contrary tro 

the New ; for both ift the Old and New 

Teſtament, everlaiting Life is ottered ro Man- 

kind by Chritt, who 1s the only Mediator 

berween God and Man, being both God and 
Man 
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Man : Wherefore they are not to be heard, 


which feign, that the Old Fathers did look | 
only for rranfirory Promiſes : Altho' the Law | 
given from God by Moſes, as rouching Cere- | 


monies and Rites, do not bind Chriſtian Men, 
nor. the Civil Precepts thereof ouvghr of ne- 
cefiity ro be received in any Commonwealth ; 
yer notwithſtanding no Chriſtian Man what- 
ſoever is free from the Obedience of the Com« 
mandments, which are called Moral. 

Againſt the aforeſaid Article it is Objected, 

Obj. 1. That in the Old Teſtament things 
were obſcure, but in the New they are clear: 
In the Old, Chriſt was ſhadowed out under Ce- 
remonies; in the New, himſelf « preſent ; from 
whence may be inferred, an Oppoſition between 
- tbe Two Teſtament<s. 

Anſv.There may be inferred ſomeſdifference 
berween the' Old and the New Teſtament, 
in reſpect to the manner of Adminiſtration, to 
the clearneſs and circumſtances of Things ; 
bur no centratiery in reſpect to the Subſtance. 

Obj. 2. Chriſt (as a Man) had not yet ſuf- 
Fered ; and for that reaſon, Grace thro' him was 

. not yet offered. | 

Anſw, Grace was effeCctually offercd thro' 
Chriſt, that was ro come. | 

Obj. 3. The Myſtery of the Incarnation was 
unknown to the Sons of Men, Eph. 3. 5. 

' nſw. It was unknown ro the Gentiles, be- 
fore their Converſion : Or, This Myſtery 
was unknown ro the Fathers, z.e. Ir was nor 
ſo plainly and diftindtly known as now it 1s ; 
as you bave it in that FTexr. 

Obj. 4. The ancient Church war in its In- 

Fancy, and its Knowledge was accordingly, Gal. 
43. 
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4. 3, So in bodily things, it could not diſcern 
Spiritual ones, 

Anſw. The ancient Church is called childith, 
not becauſe it knew nothing of Chriſt, bur 
becauſe its Knowledge was very weak in re- 
ſpect of the Church of rhe New Teſtament, 
which ſaw thoſe things broughr'td paſs, which 
were before propheſied of. 

Obj..5. Chriſt was the Mediator of a better 
Covenant, becauſe it was eſtabliſhed by better 
Promiſes, Heb. 8. 6. 

Anſw, Chriſt is the Mediator of a better 
Covenant than that of Moſes ; for that pro» 
miſed only Bleſſing, upon condition they kepr 
the Law : Burt the ancient Covenant, thar was 
freely made with the Patriarchs, has the ſame 
Promiſes with the New Teſtament, .in which 
Life is promiſed.by Faith. 

Obj. 6. Circumci/ion x5 called an everlaſting 
Covenant, Gen. 17. 13. The Paſſover s called 
an everlaſting Worſhip ; and the whole Levits- 
cal Service u« called an eternal Precepr, a per- 
petual Ordinance, and therefore st does bind all 
Chriſtians, Exod. 12. 14. | | 

Anſw. The Levitical Ordinances are-called 
everlaſting, 7.e. ſo long as the Old Law ſhould 
laſt ; to that ſuch a duration is ſpoken of, as 
the nature of the thing will bear. And the 
Word;[0/am} in the Original fignifies an Age 
or long time, bur does nor always denore an 
abſolute Eternity. | | 

Obj. 7. The Law of not cating Blood, does: 
bind Chriſtians, Acts 15. 29. 

Anſw, The eating of Blood was forbidden 
ro the Gentiles; not for ever, bur for a time, 
to avoid giving Offence to the weak Fews, 
- who 
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who were not yer fully confirmed in the Faith : 


of Chriſt, and did Rtill believe, thar this Ordi- | 
nance was not quite abolithed : Bur then you'll | 


ſay, that abſtaining from Blood and Fornica- | 


tion, are borh joyned rogether in rhe Apoſtle's 
Edict, As 15. 29. therefore by the ſame ne- 
cefliry that Ohriſtians are obliged ro abſtain 
from Fornication, by the ſame likewiſe are 
they bound as to the eating of Blood ; I an- 
{wer, thar the eating of Blood and Fornicati- 
on were joyned together by the Apoſtles, not 
that they really were, but only were accoun- 
red equal. For by moſt Heathens, Fornicati- 
on was accounted no Sin, and Chriſtians be- 
gan ro be wondred at by the Genzz/es, that 
they were ſo much in love with Chattity : 
Neither is it any new thing in the Law of 


Moſes, to have moral, judicial, and ceremo- * 


* 


nial Precepts mix'd rogether. 

'Obj. 8. None can make wiſer Laws than 
God : Now the civil Precepts of the Law : Of 
not defrauding the Hirelings, of care for the 
Poor, and. ſeveral others, do highly oblige every 
Chriſtian. 

Anſw. Tis true, no body makes Laws 
wiſer than God ; but among the Laws which 
He has made, ſome are only proper for the 
Jewith Commonwealth, and theſe do not bind 
Chriſtians ; bur there are others which have 
the nature of common Juſtice, and a natural 
Law, and are the Explications and Derermi- 
nations of the moral one, and the obſervarion 
of them is likewiſe injoyned in the New Te- 
ſtamenr : Bur theſe do bind every one to ob- 
ſerve them. | 

Obj. 9. The moral Law i not made for a 
Righteous Man, 1 Tum, 1. 9. Anſw. 
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Anſv. The Law as to its Puniſhments 
(whereof it threatens a great many) 1s not 
made for a Righteous Man to Condemnation, 
alcho* it be made (as to its Rules) for Obſer- 
vation. . A juſt Man, even for the love of Ju- 
ſtice, conforins himſelf ro that Law, and then 
the threatnings of the Law (ignifie nothing to 
him. Conſequently then, this can be nothing 
ro wilful Libertines, thar- the Juſt are not 
bound by any Chriſtian Laws. 


ART. VIII. Of the Three Creeds. 


HE Three Creeds, Nice Creed, Athana- 

= Fſius's Creed, and that which is common=- 

ly called the Apoſtle's Creed, ought: rhorough- 

ly to be received and believed ;. for they may 

- be proved by moſt certain Warrants of Holy 
Scriprure. 

Obj. r. This Article ſrzems to be imperfeF, 
becauſe it makes no mention of the . Epheſian, 
Chalcedonian, and Conſtanzinopolitan Creeds, 
which were wont to be approved of by the Church, 

.Anſw. This Article mentions the chief 
Creeds,' not. excluſively to; others, as if they 
might nor be true likewiſe ; and it was not 
neceſſary to mention All. 

Obj. 2. The Inventions of Men are not to. 
be.bbtruded upon the CLurch, nor to be received 
as neceſſary to be believed ; but the foregoing 
Creeds as ſuch ; and are propoſed to our Faith," 
as if they were the Wird of God. . , 

Anſw. The aforeſaid Creeds were: indeed 
compoſed and methodized: by Men ; bur yer 
rhey are nor the meer Fancies of Men con-= 
traryto:the Holy Scripcures, which .the” Ar-. 
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gument ſuppoſes ; but rhe Doctrine contained : 
in them is conformable ro the Word of God. 
Neither do we receive them with an equal 
degree of Faith with the Holy Scriprure, bur 
we give thejn the next place to Thar, and 
reverence them, as the chief Monuments of 
Faith. 

Obj. 3. To omit others; that Sentence in 
Arhanaſius's Creed ſeems to be too ſevere, where * | 
he ſpeaks of the Confeſſion of Faith ; Thar ex-""" 
cept every one do keep it whole and unde- + 
filed; withour doubt he ſhall periſh everlaſting- . 
ly : What ſhall we then ſay of thoſe that labour 
under an invincible Ignorance ? How ſhall they 
believe on him, of whom they have nor 
heard ? ſays Sr. Paul, Rom. 10. 14, If then 
Men want the Means of Knowledge, and the Ti- 
dings of this Dotrine has in no ſort come to them, 
zt 15_plain they are not to be blamed, and that 
they are free from Damnation ; for God oblipes |, 
71 one to Impoſſibilities. | 

Anſw. Athanaſius means chiefly thoſe to 
whom the Catholick Faith has been pro- 
pounded and explained, who have all the means 
requifite for the knowledge of the Truch. 
As to others, who of them will be ſaved, 
God hinwſelf will, in an extraordinary manner 
enlighten their Underſtandings, that they 
may perceive whar things are neceſlary ro Sal- 


Vation, | 
ART. IX. Of Original Sir. 
(OFiginal Sin ſtands not in the following of 


Adam ( as the Pelagians do vainly-talk ; _ 
bur it is the Fault and Corruption of the Na» - 
rure 
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rure of every Man, that naturally is ingen- 


dered of the Off-ſpring of Adam, whereby 
Man is'very far gone trom Original Righre- 
ouſnels, and is of bis own Narure inclined to 
Evil ; ſo that che Fleih luſterh always con- 
rrary to the Spirit ; And therefore in every 
Perſon born into this World, it deſerves God's 
Wrath and Damnation :- And this Infection 
df Nature does remain ; yea, in then» thar'are 


| Regenerated, whereby the Luſt of the Fleſh; 
- called in Greek Þeivnua wpxos, Which ſome 


do expound the Wiſdom, - ſome Senſuality, 
ſome the Aﬀection, ſome rhe Deſire” of the 
Fleſh, is ngt ſubject ro the Law of - God. 
And altho' there is no Condemnation for 
them rhar believe, and are Baptized; yer rhe 
Apoſtle does confeſs, that Concupifcence' and 
Luſt has of ir ſelf the narure of S1n. 

Againſt which ir is Objected, 

Obj. 1. That God does not puniſh the ſame 
Sin twice ; but he has already puniſhtd Adam's 
Sin in Adam, and therefore will hot puniſh tt 
7N us. 

Anſ. Adam's Sinwas not Numerically, but Spe- 
cifically, One ; and thar incluſive of rhe whole 
Spectes : As he finned,ſo have we likewiſe ſinned 
in him, and we are juſtly puniſhed in our ſelves. 

Obj. 2. I: is plain, there i no ſuch thing as 
Original Sin, becauſe the Son ſhall-nor' bear the 
Iniquiry of the Father, /ays'the Propher, Ezek. 
I 3. 20. 0 NI DILLETG G6 

Anſw. The Son'does not bear'rhe Perſonal ' 
Sins of his Father ; bur the Sin of the firſt 
Man was a ſtain of the whole Narure ; when 
therefore any one is punithed for the Sin of 
Adam, he is puniſhed for his own. -\ 

Es C | Obj. 


26. A Defence of the 

[hi Obj. 3. Sin # a voluntary thing ; but Origi= 
"i nal Sin x not fo in Infants. ; 
t | Anſ. Original Sin is voluntary in All, nay, * 

i eyen in! Infants too : for our Wills 'were ; 

it in the Will of Adam, as 'in the Principle of *?* 
[i Maoking ;- in him we willed and deſired 
Obj. 4. An Accident of one Individual i not' * 
[if trgnsferred-to the: whole Species, but the Sin of 
[1H Adam: was only an Accident of one Individual. 

: +Axſ. Adam, inaſmuch as he was the Prin- 
ciple of Human Nature ,was to be look'd upon 
here as an w7ver/al Cauſe. 
| . Obj.' 5. The Children of Holy Men are Holy, 
'Y 1- Cor, 7. 14. therefore they are not born in Sin, » 

.,Anſ., ; The Children of Holy Men are nor 
ſo Holy, as-to. be free from Original Sin,; bur 
they are called ſo in regard of a Communion 
with the Church, by reaſon of that Covenanr, 
Gen. 17. 7. I will be a God to Thee, and to thy 
Seed. They are therefore Holy, with a rela- | 
tive, and not with any inherent Holineſs ; ſo: 
alſo they are Innocent, in reſpect to thoſe Sins 
which are commuted againſt Knowledge. 

| Obj. 6. In Baptiſm we receive a perfett Re- 
miſſion of Sins, therefore Orrginal Sin 1s wholly 

! ! taken away, and ſo remains not in the Regenerate, 
' Anſ. Remiſſion of Sin takes away Sin, as 
ro. its; Imputation, ;nor- as to its Being ; for 
Mortification, is but imperfect in this Life : 
ſo in Bapriſm Sin is raken away ; bur not fo 
muchithe Sjn-ir ſelf, as rhe'Sting of ir, that ir * 
may not hurt us, 

Obj. 7. Things abſolutely diſagreeing do -not 
meet in the ſame Subjett ; but Sin and Righte-: 
ouſneſs are of, that ſort ; therefore ſince _ fa 
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Righteouſneſs in the Regenerate, there can be no 
Sin there. TT 2- 

Anſw. Sin and Righteouſneſs cannor be in 
the ſame Subject in the higheſt ; bur yer eaſily 
in lower degrees. - | 

Obj. 8. Concupiſcence, or a proneneſs to E-= 
vil, u diſtinguiſhed from Sin, as the Cauſe «x 
from the Effe, Jam. 1. 15. and therefore is 
220t of it ſelf to be accounted Sin. 

Anſw. Concupilcence is diſtinguiſhed from 
Actual Sin, and from an external Act already 
compleared ; bur in the mean time, 1t has of 
it ſelf the nature of a Sin, becauſe of ir ſelf ir 
is not ſubjected to rhe Law of God : Andir is 
this Rebellion of the Powers of our Souls rha 
diſpoſes us to all manner of Sins. | 


ART. X. Of Free-Will. 


T HE Condition of Man, after the Fall of 
Adam is fuch, that he cannot rurn and 
prepare himſelf by his own natural Strengrh, 
and Good Works to Faith, and.calling upon 
God : Wherefore we have ns Power ro do 
Good Works pleaſant and acceptable to God, 
withour the Grace of God by Chriſt prevent- 
Ing us, that we may have a Good Will, and 
Vy with us, when we have that Good 

ill. 

Againſt this Doctrine it is Objected, 

Obj. 1. That God commands Men to turn to 
him, and to believe in him, Zach. 1. 3. Mark 
1. 15. and in many other places to perform all 
Works of Piety : Therefore this they can do, 
ng #* would be commanded to no putr- 
poſe. | 
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Anſw. From a Precept, to an Ability to 
perform it, we can draw no Argument : We 
can indeed, do Offices of Piety, and thar only 
| when we are adted and excited to them. 
God gives whar. he Commands, and ' helps 
what he has given ; without Him we cannot 
be good, and without our ſelves he will nor 
make us ſo. | 

Obj. 2. Iz is tyrannical to puniſh any one 
for not doing what he could not fo much as Will 
or Deſire. 

Anſw. He would be indeed a Tyrant, that 
ſhould command ſuch things to be done as are 
not in Mens Power: Bur God made Man 
with Abilities ro fulfil his Commands ; And 
then God requires of Man Obedience to his 
I aw, not by ſetting himſelf upon the exact 
fulfilling of it by his own feeble —_—; 
but, upon conſidering the impoſiibility of rhe 
thing, with reſpect to the Powers of Nature, 
ro betake himſelf 'ro Chriſt, rhrongh whom 
the Faithful are able ro do all things. 

Obj.'3. 1f Man had not a Free-Will, he 
would Sin neceſſarily, and then ought mot to be 
puniſhed, and fo all Uſe of Exhortations, Re- 
proofs, and all endeavour after Good Works 
would be taken away. 

Anſw. A' Man without the help of Grace 
fins neceſlarily ; whoſoever is under this ne- 
ceſſity, . ut 1s his Faulr ; for he has drawn rhis 


8, 
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? 


| 


neceffity of finning upon himſelf, and there- | 


fore is [juſtly puniſtked by God : And then as 


for the Uſe of Exhorrations, that is not raken - 
away With thoſe. that have the ſufficient A(- 


fiſtance of God. The Precepts which cannor 


be periormed-by rhe ſtrength of Nature, are | 
DN "«- uſeful 


) 
4 


uſeful in this reſpect, that they put us in mind 
of onr Weakneſs, invite us to an earneſt en» 
deavour to pray, and ſo lead us ro Chriſt, who 
is wont to affift the weak : And theſe are the 
efficacious means rhat God: ( rogerher with 
his Grace) makes uſe of in Man's Converfion ; 
that whar is impoſſible ro Nature, may in this | 
way become very eaſe. 

Obj. 4. Men are called Labourers, Mart.20.3. 
and Labourers together with God in the buſineſs 
of Salvation, 1 Gor. 3. 9. | | 

Anſw. Men do indeed co-operate with God 
by Grace, not by their own Strength ; and 
therefore they are ſaid ro co-operate in reſpect 
of afliſting, and nor of -preventing Grace. 


A R'T. Xl. of the Fuſtificatitn of Ma 
| y Faith. 


WWE are accounted Righteons before God, 

only for the Merit of our Lord and 
Saviour Jclus Chriſt by Faith, and not for ouc 
own Works or Delſervings ; waerefore, thar 
we are juſtified by Faith only, is a moſywhol- © 
ſome Doctrine, and. very full of Comfort, as 
more largely is exprefſed in the Homily of 
Fuſtificarion. I 

Obj. 1. In this Article there ſeems to be a 
Contradiftion, when it i ſaid we are accounted 
Righteous only for the Merit of Chriſt ; but af+ 
terward it'1s ſaid, this is done by Faith. 

Anſw. Here is no Contradiction at all : We 
are only accounted Righteous by the Merit of 
Chriſt, as by an-impellent Caule ; yer this is 
done likewiſe by Faith, as by an inſtrumental 
Cauſe, whereby we obrain that Merit. 

Sh 125, C 3 Ob};. 
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Obj. 2. By Frfiification we are-reſtored to 


that State, from which, by the Sin of Adam, 
we were fallen, Rom. 5. 19. Since therefore we 
loft inberent Righteouſneſs by Adam's Fall, we 
recover it again by Juſtification. 

Anſw. We are reſtored by the Righteauſ- 
neſs of Chriſt, and partly by inherent Righ- 
teouſneſs roo : The one as the molt perfect, is 
impared for perfe&t Righreouſneſs, Rom. 4. Bur 
the other 1s too weak for us to be able ro 
ſtand before God, Eſa. 64. 6. In the afore- 
cited place, Rem: 5. the Word | as} does nor 
determine the manner or the quality, bur the 
original Author of Righteouſneſs. 

Obj. 3. @t « ſaid, Rom. 8. 24. By Hope 
we are ſaved. 

Anſw. By Hope .s there:meant Truſt, and 
ſo ir falls in with: Fainh : Even by Hope we 
are ſaid ro be ſaved, becauſe we are not a&tu- 

ally poſſeſſed of Salvation, bur by Hope, nor 
that we arc juſtified by any peculiar Vertue 
of Hope. 

Obj. 4. Many Sins were forgiven Mary 
Magdalen, becauſe ſhe leved much, ſays the Text, 
Luke 7. 47. therefore by Love ſhe was Fuſtified. 

Anſw, The Particle | becar/e ] does nor de- 
note any forcible cauſe of Juſtification, bur 
only a. fignificarive one ; for Love is a figa of 
Juſtification, and is the fruir and companion 
of Faith ; bur yer it has not an equal ſhare 
with it in the Act of Juſtification. Here is no 
Conſequence, her Sins were forgiven, becauſe 
ſhe loved, therefore Love is the cauſe-of For- 
giveneſs : Soneither does this follow : A Man 
lives, becauſe he walks, therefore walking is 


the cauſe of Life. 
ART. 
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AR T. XII. Of Good Works. 


; Lbeir that Good Works, which are the 

: fruits of Faith, and follow after = 

' tion, cannot pur away our Sins, and endure 
the ſeverity of God's Judgments ; yer are they 
pleaſing and acceptable ro God in Chrift, and 
do ſpring our neceſſarily of a true and lively 
Faith, inſfomnch that by chem a lively Faith 
may be as evidently known as a Tree di- 
ſcerned by the Fruit. 

Obj. 1. Many Men believe the Articles of 
Faith to be true, that do yet lead wicked Lives ; 
therefore Good Works are not always the Fruit of 
Faith. 

Anſw. Such Men as always live wickedly, 
have not juſtifying Faich 3 bur only the empry- - 
Profeflion of ir. s 

Obj. 2. The Integrity of Tob # deſcribed, 
Chap. 1.2. David'asks to be judged according | 
to his Righteouſneſs, niy, and boaſts of it too, 
Plal. 97. 8B. And then we read of Zachariah and 
Elizaberh, that they were both Righteous before 
God,-Luke 1. 6. It ſeems then, thai their Hoks 

would bear the Fudament of God. 

 Anſw. A partial Perfection, which is 
Sincerity, is attribured to the Godly, bur nor 
an abſolure one, ſuch as is called a gradual 
Perfection; as if they could be able to ſtand 
rhe ſevere Trial of Divine Judgment. Fob 

| lays he could. not do fo, Chap. 9.2, 3. Ir is 
* one thing to ſpeak of the Righteouſneſs of a 
* Caule, and another of a Perſonal Righreoul(- 

neſs ; in reſpect of which latter, David him- 
ſelf confeſſes, that he could nor bear the Judg- 
ment of God, P/al. 130. 3. 143. 2. 
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Obj. g. S:. James cencindes, Chap. 2. 24: 
Thar a Man is juſtified by Works, and nor 
by Faith only. | 

Anſw. St. Fames ſpeaks of Juſtification, or 
the proof of Juſtification before Men, as is 
plain from Verſe 18. Shew me thy Faith by thy 
Yorks, and Ver. 21. Abram was juſtified by 
the Work of Offering up his Son, 1. e. he was 
declared Righteous, whereas before, by the 
rightcoulne!s of Faith he had been pronounced 
Juſt before God, Gen. 15.6. Rom. 4. 

Obj. 4. Evil Forks condenin, therefore Good 
Ones juſt ifie ; for the ſame reaſon holds in things 
that are oppoſite, 'E 

Anſw. Theſe Oppoſites here are not equal, 
which that Axiom ſuppoſes; for Evil Works 
are perfectly Evil, but Good Ones are im- 
perfectly Good. 

Obj. 5. Fe are juſtified by Faith, as appears 
by the foregring Article ; but Faith is a Good 
Work; for he that believes does well, therefore 
we are juſtified by Faith, which is a Good Work. 

Anſw. The major of that Argument is in 
one ſenſe true, and inanother falle; for Faith, 
properly ſpcaking, is not our Righreouſneſs, 
nar is it ſo imputed to us: bur ir-is the object 
of our Faith that is ſo; ro wir, the Merit of 
Chriſt. 
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ART. XIII. Of Works before Fuſtification. 
WW Orks done before the Grace of Chriſt, : 


and the Inſpiration. of his Spirit, are 
not pleaſant to God ; foraſmuch as they ſpring 
nor of Faith: in Jeſus Chriſt, neither do they 


make Men'meer ro receive Grace, or ( as the - 
School 


: Thirty Nine Articles. * 33 
+ } School Authors {ay ) deſerve Grace of Con- 


Tr # egruity.: Yea'rather, for that they are nor done 
. as God hath willed and commanded them to 


$3 bedone, we doubr nor bur thar they have the 
IS j nature of Sin. 

£ Ic is Objected, | 

) þ Obj. 1. That God has rewarded ſome Forks 


S | of Unbelievers ; as for Example, the Egyprian- 
© | Midwives, Exod. 1. 21. and therefore they 
ſeemed to be acceptable to him. 

Anſw.. From any Temporal Reward we are. 
not to gather, that the Work was 1a it ſelf 
pleaſing ro. God. | 

Obj. 2. The Gentiles do by Nature the things 
of the Law, Rom. 2. 14. Now with ſuch God 1s 
well pleaſed. | | 

Anſw. The Gentiles do indeed by Nature 
the things of the Law, in ſome external Du= - 
ties: Bur notas to alFother requiſite Circum= 
ſtances, becauſe they do them nor in Faith, 
nor to the Glory of the true God. 

Obj. 3. Cornelius was a Gentile : But be- 
fore his Converſion to Chriſt, his Alms=deeds 
were praiſed, as good and acceptable, Acts 10.1. 
So that his Good Works ſeem to have diſpoſed 
him to Grace, or to have deſerved (as the School 
Men ſay) the Grace of Congruity. 

Anſw. Cornelius was endued with rhe ex- 
traordinary Grace of God, and God rewarded 
fo him accordingly : And he ſeems ro have had 

* a knowledge of Chriſt ro cone ; tor his Pray- 
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bf ers had not been heard, bur by Chriſt gur 
© Mediator, and upon that account he is thought 
5 to have been Regenerare. | \ 
& 1 Obj. 4. If the Works of the Unregenerate 
1 5 have the nature of Sin (as the Article expreſſes 
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G) it were better not to do, than to do them, be- 
*auſe by doing them they ſin, and by not doing 
"hem, the Sin would not poſſibly be ſo great : And 
therefore it were better, if ſuch Men neither re- 
lieved the Poor, nor taught the Ignorant. 

Anſw. Unbelievers would fin in omitting _ 
whart they ought to do, and the Sin of Omit- 
fion is ſometimes greater than the Sin of Com- 
miſſion. However, Works are not to be for- 
bid for any accidental Faulr of rhe Man ; bur 
the Gentiles and the Unconverred are to be 
per{waded to do all Good Things, which they 
are even obliged ro by Precepr. The Works of 
an unregenerate Man have the Nature of Sin 
only accidentally as to rhe Manner and the End 
of Acting, and not as to the Subſtance of the 


Works. 


ART. XIV. Of Works of Supererogation, 


V Oluntary Works beſides, over and a- 

bove God's Commandments, which 
they call Works of Supercrogation, cannot be 
taught withour Arrogancy and Impiery : For 
by them Men do declare, thar they do nor only 
render urto God as much as they are bound 
ro do, but that they do more for his Sake, than 
of bounden Duty is required. Whereas Chriſt 
ſays plainly, When ye have done all thar are 
commanded ro you, ſay, We are unprofita- 
ble Servants. 

Obj. 1. Chr;P? ſaid tn a certain young Mn, 
Mar. 19. 21. Jt choa wilt be perfect, fell all 
that rhou haſt,.ard give to the Poor : This 
was Counſel that did not indeed oblige all Men ; 
but if 1t were put in prattice, twould procure 4 
mire excrtlent degree of Gloys Anfrw., 


Thirty Nine Articles, 235 © 
Anſw. This was a particular Precept given 
to this young Man ; and what is here com- - 
manded, that every one is obliged to perform, 
if the Necefliry of his Brethren require ir, 
which allo was practiſed by rhe Primitive 
Chriſtians. Afirmative Preceprs, alchongh rhey 
always oblige, yer not in all Conditions fim- 
-ply confidered ; but on Suppoſition there be 
found requiſtre Circumſtances. | 
 Obj. 2. The Apoſtle tells us, 1 Cor. 7. 25. 
Concerning Virgins, I have nocommand ; yer 
I give my Advice, which whoſoever follows, 
will do more than is abſolutely neceffary. 
Anſw. We cannor gather from hence, that 
there 1s any thing more perfect than the Ob- 
ſervation of God's Commands, or indeed con- 
ducing to crernal Life. Neither does this O- 
pinion of Sr. Paul reſpect all rimes, bur only 
thar preſent Neceflity, whilſt the Church was 
under Pcriecation : And then, be it the A- 
poltle's Council, that Virginity is to be pre- 
terred ro Marrimony ; this is directed ro none 
bur thoſe ro whom God has given the Gift ; 
in which Caſe this Counſel becomes a Precepr - 
to thole who: have the peculiar Gifr of Contt= - 
nence. There are indeed many Counlels con- 
cerning indifferent things ; but we reject ſuch 
as aſcribea merirorious and greater Power ro 
things purely arbitrary, than roche Commands 
of God. - | 
Obj. 3. Se. Paul, 1 Cor. 9. 15. boaſts of his 
IVorks of Supererogation, becauſe be had preached 
the Goſpel freely, which was not neceſſary for 
him to do. 
Anſw, Sr. Paul preached the Goſpel freely, 
that he might give no occaſion of _ 
a 
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falſe Apoſtles, as if he rook upon him that” 
Office for the fake of Gain. The avoiding of 
Scandal is not then a Work of Supererogarion, 
bur every ones Duty ; for woe 70 him vy whom 
an Offence cometh, Mat. 18. 7. 


ART. XV. Of Chriſt alone without Sin: 
FOHRIST in the Truth of our Nature was 


| made like unto us in all things, (Sin on- 
ly excepted) from which he was clearly void, 
both in his Fleſh, and in- Spirit. He came to 
be a Lamb withour Spor ; who by Sacrifice of 
himſelf once made, ſhoald rake away the Sins 
of rhe World, and Sin (as Sr. Fohn ſays) was 
nor in him. Bur all we, rhe reſt (although 
baptized and born again in Chriſt) yer of- ' 
fend in many rhings ; and if we ſay we have 
no Sin, we deceive our ſelves, and the Truth 
15 NOT 1N us. 

Obj. 1. It 75ſaid, Thar God made Chriſt to 
be Sin for us, who knew no Sin, 2 Cor. 5. 21. 

Anſw. God is ſaid ro have made Chriſt to 
be Sin for us, becauſe he gave him as a Sa- 
Crifice for Sin, and no otherwiſe. 

Obj. 2. Every one that abiderh in God fin- 
reth nor, 1 Fohn 3. 6. Therefore the Regenerate 
eat ſo abide, do not offend in many things. 

Anſw, By this we are to underſtand, that 
a regenerate Man can very hardly be broughr 
ro tin, at Jeaſt ro habitual ones : Or elle, 
thar a regenerate Man, as ſuch, oras far as he 
abideth in God , finncth nor : Bur ſo far as 
he has a Propenfion ro lin, fo far he departs 
trom Grace and Regenerarian. 

Obj. 3. Eternal Life is promiſed to ew 

M111 
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him-that overcometh,Re.3.5.Now only they can be 
ſaid to overcome, that have abſolutely ſubdued Sin. 

Anſw. As we are nor rewarded-with the 
Crown of Glory, till our Race is run, ſo net- 
ther can we poor Mortals-expect wholly ro 0- 
vercome Sin. 

Obj. 4. 1 ought to be perfeR, as our Father 

which is in Heaven is perfect (ſays our Savi- 
our, Mar. 5. 48.) But this could not be, if we be 
ſullied with the leatt Spot of Sin. 

Anſw. We muſt nor argue for what we are, 
from whar we ought to be ; neither is there 
here ſuppoſed any Equality of Holinefs - with 
God the Father, which is abſolutely impof- 
fible ; but we are exhorted to ſome kind of 
Likeneſs with God, which (Sin notwirſtand-+ 
ing) may be conſiſtent enough with ſome Du- 
rics of Piery. | 

Obj. 5. Chriſt /aid, John 9g. 3. That neither. 
the blind Man, nor his Parents did Sin. 

Anſw. Sin is taken either - generally, in 
which Senſe all Men fin; or elſe particularly 
for ſome horrid and enormous Impiery ; which 


1s often the Cauſe of a remarkable Judgment 


of God upon the Perſon of the Sinner, or up- 
on his Children and Family : And in this Senfe 
Chriſt ſpoke concerning the blind Man: 


ART. XVI. Of Sinafer BaptiGn. 


NyOT every deadly Sin willingly com- 
+ * mirred after Bapriſm is Sin againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt, and unpardonable . Where- 
fore the Grant of Repentance is nor to be 
denyed to ſuch as fall into Sin after Bap- 
tilm, After we have received the Holy Ghoſt, 

we 
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we may depart#rom Grace given, and fall in- 
ro Sin ; and by the Grace of God (we may) 
ariſe again, an@ amend our Lives. And there- 
fore they are to be condemned which ſay, 
They can no more fin as long as they live here, 
or deny the place of Forgiveneſs to ſuch as 
truly repent. 

Obj. 1. Every Sin is a Sin in or againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt ; and therefore every voluntary Sin af= 
ter Baptiſm vs ſuch. 

Anſw. A blaſphemous, obſtinate, and ma- 
Iicious denying of, and oppoſition ro a known 
Truth, is called the Sin againſt che Holy 
Ghoſt. Nor rhar other Sins may nor likewiſe 
be commitred againſt rhe Holy Ghoſt ; or thar 
this very Sin is not likewiſe a Sin againſt the 
Father and the Son ; bur that it is commit- 
red againſt the proper and immediate Opera- 
tion of the Holy Spirit. And thus every one 
fins, when the Truth of the Goſpel though 
clearly and ſufficiently avowed) is denyed, is 
obſtinarely, and by voluntary Malice rejected, 
and violemly oppoſed. And when in this 
denyal of an avowed Truth, and hoſtile Re- 
filtence, Men obſtinartely p2rliſt ro the laſt 
Day of their Lives : This 1s the Sin againſt 
the Holy Ghoſt. 

Obj. 2. It is faid, Heb. 6. 4, 5, 6. Toat if 
Men who have taſted of the Grace of God, fall 
away,they cannot be renewed ag1in t9 Repentance. 

Anſw, The Apoſtle does not here ſpeak of 
any particular Fall or Lapſe, bur of an uni- 
verſal Detection and Falling of, whereby un- 
= Men ruin themſelves, and tread under 

oot all the Means of Salvation, 


ART. 


f 
' 
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ART. XVIIOf Predeſtination and El:#ion, 


Redeſtination to Life is the everlaſting 
Purpoſe of God, whereby {before the 
Foundations of rhe World were laid he hath 
conſtantly decreed by his Council, ſecrer to us, 
ro deliver from Curſe and Damnation, thoſe 
whom he hath choſen in Chriſt our of Man- 
kind,and ro bring them by Chriſt to everlaſting 
Salvation, as Veſſels made ro Honour. Where- 
fore they which be indued with ſo excellent a 
Benefit of God, be called according ro God's 
Purpoſe by his Spirit working in due Seaſon: 
They through Grace obey the Calling : They 
be juſtified freely : They be made Sons of God 


. by Adoption : They be made like the Image of 


his only begorren Son Jeſus Chriſt ; they walk 
religiouſly in good Works, and ar length, by 
God's Mercy, they attain to everlafting Fe- 
licity. 

As the Godly Conſideration of Predeſtina« 


tion and our Election in Chriſt, ts full of ſweer, -: 9 
_ and unſpeakable Comfort ro godly : +. 
erſons, and ſuch as feel in themſelves the * & 


Working of the Spirit of Chriſt, mortifying- 
the Works of the Fleſh, and their earthly - 
Members, and drawing up their Mind to high 
and heavenly things, as well becauſe it doth 
greatly eſtabliſh and confirm their Faith of e- 
ternal Salyarion to be enjoyed through Chriſt, 
as becauſe it does fervently kindle their Eove 
towards God, So for curious and-carnal Per- 
ſons, lacking the Spirit of Chriſt, ro have con- 
tinually betore their Eyes the Sentence of 
God's Predcſtination is a moſt dangerous 
downs 
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downfal, whereby the Devil does thruſt the? 
either into Deſperation, or into Wretchfeſnefs 
of moſt unclean Living, no leſs perillous than 
Deſperarion. Furthermore we muſt. receive 
God's Promiſes in ſuch wiſe as they be gene- 
rally ſet forth to us in Holy Scripture : And 
in our Doings that Will of God is to be fol- 
lowed, which we have expreſly. declared un» 
to us in the Word of God. 

Obj. Againſt the foregoing Article it is obje= 
fred, 1, That Men, are not predeſtinated, be- 
cauſe no other Creatures are ſaid to be pred:ſti= 
nated; whereas there is the ſame Reaſon for all 
God's Creatures, which are ordained to ſome End 
by his Providence. 

- Anſw. There is not the ſame Reaſon for all 
Creatures ; for irrational Creatures are not 
capable of this Supernatural End. Predeſtina- 
tion therefore is wrongfully called an Ordain- 
ment to any End whatlſocver, 

Obj. 2. He that predetinates Men, ought to 
pre-determine whatſoever relates to their Merits 
or Demerits : But God does not pre-determine a= 
ny of our Powers ; for then we ſhould be nece/Jarily 
forced either to. Salvation or Deſtrution. But 
God thus compre's no bod), 

Anſw. God has nor praz-determined Mens 
Merits or Demerits, ſo as to impole any Ne- 
ceſſiry upon them ; bur has given ro Man be- 
fore the Fall a moſt free W11l. ' 

Obj. 3. That it :snot agreeable to the Nature 
of Angels to be predeſtinated to Life ; and 
therefore neither # it to Men : The Antecedent 
s thus proved ; becauſe Predeſtination to Life 
% a Purpoſe of Compaſſion ; but the Angels ne- 
ver were in Miſery : The Conſequence 3s true, be= 

cauſe 
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canſe Anzels are capable of Happineſs as well as 
Man. 

Anſw. Why may we not ſay of good An- 
gels, that they were predeſtinated to Life ? 
Since Piry is not only a Releaſement from Mi- 
ſery ; bur every Reward above what is due 1s 
ſuch : And the Nature of the Mercy 1s- not to 
be raken from any Prior Stare, bur from rhe 
preſent Condition ; and therefore it 15 not ma- 
terial whether any one be predeſtinated from 
a Stare of Miſery or nor. 

Obj. 4. If God ſhould reprobate any one, the 
Mzn that 1; reprobated. is nat to be charged with 
his own Ruin : For no Man muft be charged with 
what he could not avoid : But if God ſhould re- 
probate, Man could not help it ; for no Man can 
withſtand God. . | 

Anſw. This Argument would; hold, if God 
ſhould damn a Man inevitably withour any 
Cauſe ; bur becauſe Man's falling into Sin 
proceeds from his own Degeneracy ; there- 
fore his Deſtruction is deſervedly impured to 
himſelf. 

bj. 5. God has accepted a ſufficient Ran- 
ſom for all Men, that is, the Satisfa&ion - of 
Chriſt ; therefore he ought to receive all Men 
into his Favour ; and by conſequence none are to 
be damned, : 
 Anfſw, The Ranſom, that Chriſt made was 
ſ\ufficient, but 'twas upon the Condition of our 
applying itto our ſelves ; otherwiſe it would 
not be fo : Bur all Men do not rightly apply 
Chriſt's Merits. | 

Obj. 6. They, whoſe Salvation depends upon 
the ſecret Determinations of God, . can. have no 
true Comfort or $ upport ; therefore. the. DoQrine 


of 


42 A Defence of the 
of Predeſtination is not ſo full of Comfort as we 
, ſpeak of. 


Anſw. The Counſel of God is a Secret to us, : 


and brings no. Comfort unleſs it be revealed by 
the Holy Spirit, and by the Signs of Election, 
which are Faith, Repentance, Charity, and o- 
ther Verrues. 


ART. XVIII Of obtaining Eternal Sal. 
vation only by the Name «of Chrift. 


TJ Hey allo are to be had accurſed, that pre- 

{ume to ſay, that every Man {hall be ſa- 
ved by the Law or Sect which he profeſſerh, 
{o that he be diligent ro frame his Life accord- 
ing to that Law and the Light of Narure ; for 


Holy 5 og does ſer our unto us only the | 
Je 


Name of 


ſus Chriſt, whereby Men muſt be 
ſaved. 


Obj. 1. Not only.the Gentiles may be ſaved by | 
the Law of Nature, but the Fews alſo by the Law 


of Moles, Rom. 2. 


Anfw. Ir 1s aſſerted, Rom. 3. 28. That no Min | 
can be ſaved by the Law of Nature or of Moſes. | 
Aithough Genclles and Jews did perform ſome | 


Works, yer they were imperfect withour Chriſt. 

Obj. 2. It is ſaid, That the whole of the Law 
and the Prophets is comprehended-in that known 
Law of Nature : All things that ye would 
'thar Men ſhould do unto you, do. ye allo to 


them, Mz. 7. 12. Hhence we may caſily ga- - 
ther, that it appears to all Men what is avſolutely. 


neceſſary to Salvation. 


Anſw, The Love tha: we are ro ſhew to our 
Neighbour is comprehended in that Principle ; 
bur that alone is not ſufficient : for rhe Do- 
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crine of the Goſpel, which is unknown to Na- 
ture, is likewiſe requiſite ro Salvation. 

Obj.3.God does not require at our Hands things 
impoſſible ; but it is impoſſible that they who have 
never heard of Chriſt, ſhould relie upon or believe 
in him. | 

Anſe. Either, according ro the Apoſtle, 
Rom. 10. 18, All Men have heard of the Go- 
ſpel of Chrift-: Or, All may hear of him fn 
the utmoſt Parrs of the World, where the Go- 
ſpel is daily preached : Or if there have been, 


and ate ſome, who (have never heard of ir, 


we muſt" think, that rhis was and 1s for 
ſome very grievons Impicties , which make 
them upworthy of ſuch a Knowledge. 

Obj...4. Chriſt zold the Phariſces, John 9. 41. 
If ye were blind, ye would nor have Sin : And 
then told his Diſciples concerning the Fews, John 
15-22. If 1 had nor come and ſpoke wnto 
them, they had nor had Sin : So that'in theſe 
places he gives us ſufficiently to underſtand, that 
fimple Ignorance ought not to be imputed to any 
one : Of which ſee hore in Article VIII. 

Anfſw, This is Chriſt's meaning ; either rthar 
if he had not come ro the Pharitees ar all, it 
they had nor read the Scriprures, and ſeen his 
Miracles, which confirmed him ro be the Mef- 
fiah. Or if they had been blind in their Opi- 
nion, and had fought for furcher Light from 
him, they had nor had the Sin of Infidelity : 
Bur notwithſtanding this, becauſe of: their 0+ 
ther Impieties, without a Saviour, they. could 
not elcape Damnation. 


ART. 
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ART. XIX. Of the Church. 


HE viſible Church of Chriſt is a Con- } 
gregation of faithful Men, in the which 
the pure Word of God is preached, and the . 
Sacraments. be duly miniſtered according to 
Chriſt's Ordinance, in all thoſe things thar of 
neceſlity are requiſite to rhe ſame. 
As the Church of Feruſalem, Alexandria, | 
and Antioch have erred, fo alſo rhe Church gf 
Rome hath: erred; not only in their Living and | 
manner of Ceremonies, but alſo in Marrers of ' 
Faith. ' | | 
Obj. r. That the Church is compared to a | 
Fold, wherein are Sheep and. Goats, 1. e. good |} 
and bad; Therefore the Church is not only the 
: Congregation of the Faithful. | 
Anſw. Wicked Men may be faid ro: be in ' 
the Church, bur not of the Church. | 
Obj. 2. Very many Sets have boaſted, that 
with them was to be found whoiſome Doftrine, 
and a right uſe of the Sacraments ; and there» 
Fore- theſe Marks do not always. diſtinguiſh the 
grue viſible Church. 62] 304 | 
 Anſw, It is-one thing falfly ra:boaſt, and . 
another really to have; the'infadlible Word 
of God, well. conſidered, will ſhow' ro what 
Aſſembly Men oughr to joyn themſelves. We 
find that the Ber&ans (tho' aut of the Pricftly 
Order) could. know how:; ro - value St. Paul's | 
New Doctrine, with Profit ro themigives. t * 
Ob}. 3. That theſe Marks are later and.more 
obſcure than the Church } later becauſe the Do- 
fors or Teachers are before the Dottrine ; more 
» obſcure, becauſe it s the part of the Church to 
explain its own Doftrine. .. Anſw. 
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Anſv. The Word of God, tho' not as the 


-| written Word, yet as to its Subſtance, was 


before the Church, becauſe by that the Church 
was formed : Bur tho' it wereafter the Church, 
yet it mighr be a mark of ir, as the Effect 
may be a mark of the Caulg. Even the 
written Doctrine was before 1ts Teachers, 


{ who have lived in theſe laſt Ages: And then, 


ro an Unbeltever, the Church is more plain 
and-remarkable rhan the Scripture, as to its 
external Form ; bur ro a Believer, the Scri- 
prure is plainer than the Church, as to its 


' internal Form, becauſe the Holy Spirit en- 
{ lightens the Minds of the Faithful. Now the 


-4 | Church explains rhe Scripture, but then ir is 
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by Scripture, becauſe it lays down Scripture 
in its own fimple native Light : And fo far we 
ought ro give credit to rhe Deciſions 'of the 
Church, as far as its Determinations are agree- 
able to the Scriprures. | 
Obj. 4. We can aſſign no time wherein the 


Church of Rome has failed. 


Anſw. As to the time wherein the Church 
of Rome has begun to fail, the Apoſtle wir- 
nefſerh, That in his time the foundations of 
that Myſtery of Iniquity were already laid, 
2 Theſſ. 2. 7. And Chriſt tells us, Mat. 13.25, 
That the Enemy the Devil came and ſowed 
Tares among. the Whear, while Men, ſlepr, 
that is, before. they were' aware::. And who 
(Z.pray yon) -will . be able to ſhow-us, when 
Religion began foto be corrupted by the Pha» 
riſces as it. was 2 Ir is ſufficient ro us, that the 
Doctrine of the Romaniſts ( as we now find 
x) 1s not conformable to the Word of God. 

_ Obi, 5. He can name no viſible AﬀJeqonor 
7 Church 
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Church that has had a Being, ſince the DefeRi. 
en of the Church of Rome. | 

Anſw. Iris no ſtrange thing, that the rrue 
Church ſhould be ſo opprefled by the violence of 
Perſecutions, and Errors ſo far prevail, as that 
no Publick. Aſſembly, either very numerous 
or very remarkable, can be found ro worſhip 

God rightly : As inthe time of Elijah, 1 Kings 
19. 14. The Prophet complains, thar he alone 
was lefr, nor only of the Prophets, bur of all! 
the Sons of I/rae/, with whom the publick | 
and ordinary Worſhip of God was yer obs | 
ſerved ; and that theſe Words of the Prophet. 
are to be taken in the largeſt Senſe, and not / 
of the Kingdom of Samaria alone, the Apoſtle ' 
gives us to underſtand, Rom. 11, And then, 
the Kings of Fudah ar thar time revolted, and ! 
grew cold in their Worſhip, and the ſervice | 
of God : Now thoſe Seven thouſand that had 
not bowed the Knee tro rhe Image of Baal,. 
did nat conſtitute any viſible Church, becauſe * 
they lay concealed in the midſt of Idolaters, 
and not ſo much as the Prophets were known. | 
Let ns withal conſider, how ſmall a Church 
it was, while Chriſt was alive, and almoft | 
all Men oppoſed him and his Doctrine ; and * 
when the Son of Man ſhall come the ſecond 
time, he will hardly find Faith in the Earth, 
Luke'r$S. $. All this is not faid; as if there 
were not viſible Afſemblies to be found agree- 
ittg with us in Doctrine; for the: Eaſtern 
Churches have retained the Fundamentals of 
Religion uncorrupted, and would never be | 
Subje& ro the See of Rome : So in orher. 
Countries; there have'been always Afﬀemblies 
of the Faithful ;thathave-mainrained our Cauſe, . 
as very many have demonſtrated. ART." 
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ART. XX. Of the Authority of the Church. 


ce off "Þ- H E Church has Power to decree Rites 
thar| or Ceremonies, and Authoriry in Con- 
troverſies of Faith: And yet it is not lawful 
ſhipþ for the Church to ordain any thing thar is con- 

# trary to God's Word written ; neither may it 
{o expound one place of Scripture, thar it be 
F ajj. | repugnant to another. Wherefore, alcho' the 
lick { Church be a witneſs and kceper of Holy Writ, 
oh. | Jer aSit oughr nor to decree any thing, againſt 
' the ſame; {o beſides the ſame ought it nor to 
; enforce any thing to be believed for neceflity 
tle Of Salvation. 


Fan Againſt which it is Objected : f, 
ang} . Obj. 1. The Lord has ſaid, Deur. 4. 2, Ye 
vice | ſhall not add any thing to the Word which Icome 
had'; and you; and jw. 6 it ſeems the Church'has 
441 | 770 Power of adding Rites and Ceremonies. 

uſe > _Anfſ. Theſe Words are not ro be underſtood 


ers, : &f every Addition that is made, but of Thar- - 
". only, which is contrary and repugnant to 
rcþ'” Scripture ; or which is a Corruption of whar 
\oft:; God had commanded by Meſes. 
Obj. "2. The Apoſtle would not have the 
- Chriſtians to be ſubje& to the Ordinances of Men, 
th Col.2.20, but Eccleſiaſtical Ceremonies are ſuch. 
ers , A1ſwm. The Apoſtle forbids the Coloſſians! ro: 
ce. be ſubject to the Decrees of the Ceremonial 
ry. Law of | Moſes; ſuch as, The not touching 
of  fead Bodies, leſtthey ſhould be defiled-; The 
be:  29t eating of this or thar\Mear, as if it were. 
\ap.. Pnclean ; bur he does nor ſpeak againſt ſuch. 
. Rireg and Ceremonies which tend to preſerve: 
*: the external Worſhip of God,gand the State: 
T.. % the Church. Obj. 
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Obj. 3. Thoſe DoQrines which are the Come | | 
mandments of Men, ought not to be taught, o« | | 
therwiſe it were in vain to worſhip God, Mar.1 5.4. | 
Anſw. Men would indeed worſhip Chriſt |, 
in vain, if they negle&ed his Commands ro | 
obey the Commandments of Men : Bur Chriſt | | 
does not blame ſuch Preceprs of the Church, } 
as are not contrary ro the Divine Laws ; bur 
only ſuch Commandments of Men, as are | | 
purely human Conceits, invented by Men, | | 
contrary to the Will of God , Of which there 
are ſome vain and rrifling ; as the Superſtiri- 
ous Waſhings, ver. 2. others Erroneous as thar 
the Soul is polluted with Meats, wer. 11. and 
others again ey contrary to the Word 
of God, as the defrauding of Parents, wer. 6. 
Obj. 4. Scripture is the Fudge of Controver- 
fres, and therefore the Church*bas no Authority, Þ, 
in them. FT: 
Anſw. In the deciding of Controverſies'of |* 
Faith, 'the Church has not the ſupream and 
principal Authority ; bur a miniſterial and li- 
mited one, as far as it follows the judgment 
of Scripture, and declares that to others. 


ART. XXI. Of the Amtbority of General | 


Councils. * 


(JEneral Councils may nor be gathered ro- | 
gether -withour the Commandment and |} + 
Will of Princes ; and when they be gathered 
together ( foraſmuch as they be an Aﬀetnbl 
of Men, whereof all be nor governed with 
the Spirit and Word of God ) they may Etr, | 
and ſomerimes have erred, even in things per- 
taining unto God. Wherefore things Eo 
je; Y 
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' by them, as necetlary to Slivation, have ne1- 
ther Stre neth nor Authority ; unlels ir may be 
| declared, that they be taken our of "—_ SCri= 


iF prure. 


Obj. r. The Church is ſometimes deſi itute 
of a Chriſtian Prince; and yet even then Conns 
cils are to be calle, 

Anſw, This Article is ro be underſtood of 
that time, when the Church 1s nor deititure of 
{uch a Prince. ; 

Obj: 2. Princes have only Authority in Pott- 
tical Matters, and Chriſtian Princes are nat ſet 
over Chriſtians, as tiey are Chriſtians, but as 
they are Men: For Princes rhemſelves, as they 
are Chriſtians, are the Sheep, and for that rea» 
fon muſt be Subjef to the Shepher ds. 

Anſs. Princes have Authority in Eccleſiafti» 


Cal Marrters, not ro officiate in Holy Things, 


but ro take care thar they be done. Chriſtian 


Princes are ſet over Chriſtians as ſuch: be- 


eauſe altho' Princes are the Sheep in reſpect 
of ſuch Actions which relate ro an inward 
Ecclefiaſtical Government ; ſuch as the 
Preaching of thg Word, and Adminiftratzoa 
of rhe Sacraments ; yet in reſpect of rh. ours .. 
ward (Governinent of the Church, Princes are 
the Paitors of all rhei ole. Kings are under 
Miniſters in ſome taſtical Martcers, bur 
Miniſters are tubject ro Kings in all Civil 
Concerns. 

Obj. 3. It is ſaid, that where two or three” 
are gathered tozether in the Name of Chriſt, they 
ſhall always ob:ain what they defire : Muci more 
then ſhall Biſhops, praying in @ Council, ovtain 

all tmings neceſſary to determine whatſoever re» 
lates to the Church, 
D dikw. 
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Anſw. The Faithful do nor always obrain 
whar they deſire, and if they did obrain ir, 
they do not always uſe it with the beſt Wif- 
dom and Diſcretion, therefore they often Err : 
And altho* Chriſt be with us, yet in this Lite 
we know bur in part. | 

Obj. 4. The whole Church cannot err in Faith, 
Mar. 16. 18. but a Council does repreſent the 
Church, and the whole Authority of the Church 
is forma 'y in the Biſhops, as the Sight ts in the 
Eye. 

Anſv. Tho' a Council do repreſent the 
Churcb, yer its Legares and Miniſters may 
err, Whilit the whole Body of the Church 
does nor. Councils are but a part of the 
Church, and the ſame Privileges do not bes 
long to the Parr as to the Whole. They thar 
are not in Councils, have ſometimes particu=- 
lar Gitts, by which Councils themſelves might 
be mended : Neither are all the Eyes of the 
Church in rhole Biltops that are mer in Coun- 
cil, whereas there are many Biitkops out of the 
- Council. that lee as well as the other : Nay, all 
fingle Chriſtians do in ſorne mealureſee ; And 
their Gifts are not ro be defpiied neither. 

Obj. 5. If the Frdament of Councils was not 


Trfallivte, we m;ght drfgaped:y call in queſtion, | 
eſies ave been rightly 


whether allthe ancieznt 1 
condemned or not. 


Anſ»., Hereſies were not ſuch, becauſe 
Councils declared them to ; bur becauſe they 
were declared ſo trom the Word of Gud : 
From whence u may be ceriain and unqueſtt- 
onable, which'Hereties bave been righcly cons | 
demned. | 
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ART. XXII. Of Purgatory. 


JT HE __ //þ Doftrine, eoncerning Pur- 

gatory, Pardons, Worthi iping, and Ado=- 
ritions, as well of [mages as of Relicks, and 
allo Invocacion cf Saints is a fond thing, vain- 
ly invented and grounded upon no Warranty 
of Scripture, bur rather repugnant to the 
Word of God. 

Obj. rt. It « almſt the univerſ.4, Conjent of 
all Nations, that the Soul is not immediately 
admitted into Heaven, but ts purged and purie 
fied in Hell, and ter: fore the Opinion of Pu: - 
gatory 15 not fo van. 

Anſw. The conſent of Nations may take 
place in Natural Things, bur nor in Spiritual. 

Odbj. 2. There is mention made of the Fire 
of Purgatory, 1 Cor, 3. Io, &c. 

Anſw. Either the Fire of Tribulation and 
Trial is there underſtood, and ſo it means 
not a real, buc imaginary ſyee : Or elle 
[_ The Fire ſhal try, ] that is, the Spirit of God 
thall ſearch and exa:nine every ones Work, as 
a SanCtitier, Others underltand this place of 
the ConJagration of the World, and the ic» 
vere Judginen: of God. 

Obj. 3. There is in the C/urch an infinite 
treaſure of Satisfattions from the Sufferings of 
Chriſt, that can never bs exhauſted : To this 
Treaſure belong likewiſe the Paſſions of the Blioſ= 
ſed Virgin, and other Saints, wo have ſuffered 
more than their Sins require. Now the P.iſtors 
of the Church, out of this inexvauſtible-Treaſure, 
have Authority to diſpenſe, and grant Indulzen 
cies to thoſe who aie guilty of ſurfering Tem par al 
Puniſbment. D 2 Anſv. 


F2 A Defence of the 
 Anſw. The Satisfaction of Chriſt is not ap- 
plied by Parts, but whally ro/all and every of 
the Faithtul, neither 1s there any thing here 

ſuperfluous. And-then as for the Bleſſed Vir- 
' Bin, and other Saints, they have not done any 
good thing, or ſuffered 'any thing, which 
was not before a Debr. A Creature ought 
both ro do and ſuffer the greareſt things for 
God's Glory; becauſe whatever they do and 
ſuffer, they will be abundantly rewarded for 
it, and therefore it caunor be fatisfa&tory for 
others : Beſides this Authority of diſpenſing 
any thing at Will, was never granted to the 
Paſtors of the Church. 

Obj. 4. Images are capable of Infury and 
Contempt ; and ſo conſequently of Honour and 
Forſhip. | | 

Anſw. This Argument may be allowed to 
have a ſound and wholſome meaning, pro- 
vided we do not underſtand it of a Religious 
Woritp. 


Obj. 5. ti Bodies of the Saints are the 


Temples of the Holy Ghoſt, and for that reaſon 
are to be worſhiped. 

Anſw. The Bodies of the Saints are to be 
honourcd with a lawful Honour, bur are not 
to be worſhiped with Religions Worſhip. 


Obj. 6. There are Interceſſor 5 uſually appornte | 
ed for theſe that would ash ny thing of a King ; | 


and therefore much more ought thoſe who come 
to God to make uſe of ſuch ; ſince he 1s at a 
greater diſtance in his Nature from Men, and 
ſuperior to tem, 
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Anſw. The fimilirude betwixt *God"and | 


Earthly Princes is ill applied ; forither they ,. 


will not hear and anſwer, or they neglect xo | 


do | 
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do it, or elſe they cannor ; bur nothing of thi® 
can we ſuppoſe in God, becauſe he invites all 
Men to himſelf, and * not as Man is, Hoſ.1 1.9- 
And then too we have an Inrterceflor with God, 


Chriſt Jetus. Ws 
AR T. XXII. Of Aiviſtring in the 
Congregation, 


T is nor lawful for any Man re rake upon 
him the Office of publick Preaching or 
Miniftring the Sacraments in the Congrega» 


tion, before: he be lawfully called and fenr to 
execute the ſaine: And thoſe we ought to 


judge lawfully called and ſent, which be 
hoſen and called ro this Work by Men who 
Cave -publick Authority given unto them in the 


Congreparioh, ro call and ſend Miniſters into 
'the Lord's Vineyard. 


Obj. 1. There were in the Primitive Church, 
not 4 few that taught and preached the Word, 
who were never called, as appears by the Example 
of thoſe that were diſperſed upon the Perſecution 
of the Churc, after the Death of St. Stephen, 
Acts 8. 4. 

Anſw. Among thoſe rhat were diſperſed, 
ſome perhaps were called ; If nor, we grant 
it to be lawful in an extraordinary time of 
Perſecution, publickiy ro reach, without an 
ordinary Vocation; and not ocherwile. | 

Ob}j. 2. FHle may be truly [iid to be called, 
who is furniſh d with proper Gifts for teaching 
and inſiruting others, 

Anſw. Alrho' the foundarion of a true Cal- 
ting, be {ſuch Gitrs as inable a Man to reach 
others ; yer there 1s likewiſe required a Trial 

D.3. and 
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and Approbarion of his Gifts, ro be made by 
others, before he be admitted into Holy Or- 
ders. 

Obj. 3. Se. Panil, when he 7s deſcribing 4 
B.ſhop,..«.os not mention any neceſſity of a Veca- 
tion, I +47. 3. "F247. I. 4. 

Anſw, Altho' in thoſe places he docs not ex- 
preſly mention a. Vocation ; yet in others he 
does ; aS Rom. 10. 15. | 

Obj. 4. To teach others is a Work of Cha- 
rity, Jam. 5. 19, 20. and for that reaſon ſhould 
not require a ſpecial Vocation, 

Anſw. We do nor deny that to teach others 
is a Work of Charity, yet it does not frem 
hence follow, that any one may take upon 
him to teach and preach publickly in the 
Church ; not orly becauſe the Scripture very 
often urgeth thc neceffity. of a Vocation, bur 
likewiſe becauſe upon this Account too great 
a liberry would be given, and even Women 
would reach in the Church, contrary to the 
FJudgmenr of the Apoſtle. 1 Cor. 14. 34: 1 Tim. 
2. 12. Beſides that, a great many who were 
really unfit to teaca in the Church, would yer 
2c upon them ro do is, Which the Apoltle 
forbids, 1 Tim. 5. 12. 


ART. XXIV. Of Speaking in the Con- 


gregation in ſuch a Tongue as the People | 


[4717 ler /t (157 d. 
F is athing plainly repugnant to rhe Word 
of God, and the Cufttom of rhe Primitive 
Church, te have Publick Prayers in thc 
Church, or ro miniſter the Sacraments in. a 
Tongue not underſtoud of the People, 
Ob. 
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Obj. 1. Ye are told, Lev. 16. 17. that the 
People, according ro the Commandment, were to 
ſtay without, and the Pricſt was to enter imto 
the Sanduary : Of which likewiſe we have 'an 
Example, Luke i. 20. And therefore it is not 
neceſſary, that the People ſhou!d underſtand the 
Prieſt. 

Anſw. The Prieſts entring into the Sanctu- 
ary was a Type of Chriſt, who alone by his 
own Verrue is entered into Heaven, there to 
pray for us: Beſides, when rhe Prieſt {poke 
to the People, hc ſpoke {o'as ro be underſtood 
by All. 

. Obj. 2. If the People ought to pray for theſe 
things only which they underſtand, then they 
muſt never repeat the Pſalms and other Scriptures, 
in which they cannot be ſuppoſed to underſtand 
every thing, 

Anſw, Tho? all things our of the Pſalms 
and other Books cannot be perfectly under- 
ſtood, yer very many may : Bur there is na- 
thing art all underſtood by the unlcarned in 
the Latin Verſions. Prayer is our Conference 
with God, and this oughr to {pring from our 
own Senie: And therefore, as far as we are 
able, we ought to Kknowthote things we (peak, 
whilſt we are praying. | 

Ob. 3. It is ſi ved, that Piety is much 
diminiſhed, ever ſince tie Motrer Tongue began 
to be in Tſe in the Church, 

Anſv. True Picry is nor diminiſted ; in- 
ſtead of a lenſcleſs Superſticion, which &id 
formerly prevail, there 1s now in many, fin- 
cere Piery, alto? rhe Church was never with=- 
our many profane Perions : And if Piety was 
diminithed in many, this would be only acci- 
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dentally ſo, by the default of ſome wicked 
Men ; As the Goſpel, when it 1s preached, 1s 
ro very many a fayour of Death unto Death: 
Bur Prayers in a known Torgue cannot be 
rhe caule of this Impicty. 

Obj. 4. The Cimches of the Leffer Afia 
made uſe cf the Greek Torpue in their Were 
ſhip: But all te People did not underſtand it ; 
becnfſz when the Lame Man was healed, they 
| ſpoke in the Tycaonian Language, Acis 14.11. 
And fo avain, Adts 2. there are reckoned up 
various Tongues, that were t'rm in Aſia, and 
which the Apoſtles mad: uſe cf. 

Anſw. The Lycaonian Tongue was a Dia» 
let of the Greek, as well as many others 
were, and the Apoſtles preached in Greek to 
theſe People ; ſo thar without doubr they un- 
derſtood them. 

Obj. 5. If there was one Tongue uſed in all 
Churches, it would much tend to the Unity of 
the Church. » 

Anſw. The Unity of tþe Church does nor 
depend upon che Uniry of Tongues, but up- 
on the Unity of Doctrine, 

Obj. 8. The end of Divine Service is not the 
Tijlruttion of 11:2 People, but the WWorſriip of God. 
Now Cod nnd» [Lindgour Prayers, when they 
are uttered in an ungown Tongue ; and jt 1s 
enrm2b, that re People have devone Minds, 

Anſw, The principal End ot Divine Ser- 
vice is the Wor |.ip of Gud ; bur in Subordi- 
na:icn to this, the Edificaticn of the People is 
to be conſidered Frewile, Now the People 
cannot be ed tied, unleſs rhey underſtand , 
1 Cor, 14. And then the End of a Pubtiick 
Mecring is nor, that Ged, way underſtand, bur 

| thar 


bs 


| yk. end Aw tum tho. jg OV 


* 0 
© 119i ran PE OO TR 
+ Rx TAN Ea noe 
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that he may approve of the whole Aſſembly : 
Neither is it enough for the People ro under- 
ſtand, thar ſomething is done to the Praiſe of 
God, and tro have a devout Mind in general'; 
bur they ought likewite diſtinctly ro under- 
ſtand what it is that is done to the Praiſe of 


God. 


ART. XXV. ,Of the Sacraments. 


TAcraments ordained of Chriſt be not only, 
Badges or Tokens of Chriſtian Mens Prb=- 
fefſion ; bur rather rhey be certain ſure Wit- 
neſfſes and cffectual Signs of Grace and God's. 
good Will rowards us ; by the which he does 
work invifibly :n'us, and does not only quick= 
en, bur alſo itrengrhen and contirm our Faith 
in him. There are Two Sacraments ordain'd 
of Chriſt our Lord in the Golpel, thar' is ro 
ſay, $«p1i/m and the Supper of the Lord. Thoſe 
Five, commonly called Sacraments ; that is to 
ſay, Confirmation, Penance, Orders, Matrimo- 
ny, ard Extreme Unction, are not to be coun- 
red for S:cramen:s of che Goſpel ; being tuch 
as are grown, partly of the corrup: following 
of the Apoſtles ; patty are States of Life al- 
lowed by the Scriptures : Bur yer have vor 
like Nature of Sacraments with Baptiim and 
rhe Lord's Supper ; for thar they have not any 
vihble Sign or Ceremony ordaincd of God. 
The Sacraments were nor ordained of Chriſt 
ro be gazed upon, or to be carried abour, but 
that we thonld duly uſe them : And in ſuch 
only as worthily receive the ſame, they have 
4 wholtom Effect or: Operation ; bur they thar 
_ D 5 receive 
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receive them unworthily, purchaſe ro them- 


ſelves Damnation, as St. Paul lays. 
bj. 1. The Sacraments are often made ufe cf 


by Hypacrites ; and therefcre they arg not certain, 


Sizns of Grace. 

Anſw. Our of a charitable Opinion the Sa- 
cramedrs arc diſtriburcd ro All ; bur they are 
certain Signs of Grace, only ro them that be- 
leve, and receive them worthily. 

Obj. 2. Neither this Herd [Sacrament] vor 
the number-of only Two Sacraments, is ro be 
met with in Scripture, 

Anſw. Although we do nor find the Word 
LSacrament} in Scripture, yet the thing that is 
meant by that Word is to be found there : And 
the Apoſtle 1 Cor. 10. reckons up only trhele 
Two Sacraments ; ncither in the Sacred Wrij- 
tings ( the Word {S4crament] being ſtrictly ra- 
ken). can we find any more. Some have thought 
that rhele Two were fignitied by the Warer 
and Blood which came our of Chriſt's Side, 
Fohy, 19. | 

Ohj. 3. The external Sign of Confirmaticn, is, 
Impotition of Hands, Acts 8. 17. 

Anſw. That Confirmation { there {poken of) 
by Impdfition of Hands, was extraordinary and 
peculiar to the Apoſtles. 

Obj. 4. The Fud:cial $'gn of Repentance, is, 
Abtolution, John 20. 23. 

Anſw. There is np outward Sign there pre- 
ſcribed, nor ſo much as the Matter or Form of 
a Sacrament, becauie there 1s nothing that is 
diſtinct from the Word ſpoken. Chriſt him- 
{elf made uſe of no othcr ourward Sign beſides 
Breathing on them, 

ODj. 5. The Ceremony of Extreme Union is 
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to be met with Jam. 5. 14. Pegether with 4 
Promiſe annext to it. 

Arſn. The Command concerning Extreme 
Unction, took place only, whilſt there was 
miraculous Gifts in the Church ; and relate on- 
ly ro the miraculous curing of ſick People. 

bj. 6. The outward Sign of Orders, is Im- 
poſition of Hands, 1 Tim. 4. 14. 

Anſw, Tmpofirion of Hands is nor cſſ:ntial 
to Holy Orders, becaule it was nor always 
practiſed. Matrhiazs was choſen into the Place 
of Judis Without it, Atts 1, The Apoſtles 
were cholen and con.ecrated withour ir, Mat. 
10. Mark 3. And it is ſtrange that rhe Ro- 
maniſts ſhould make Impotition of Hands a Sa- 
craimental Rire, as well in Orders as Confii- 
mation ; Whereas we no Where find 11 Scrte 

ture, that one ard the {aine S.gn ſhould be in 
ok difterent Sacraments. 

Obj. 7. Concerning Mitrimony wo ave told, 
Eph. 5. 32. Trat it is a Myſtery or Sacrament. 

Anſv. The Apoſtle does nor mean char Ma- 
trimony is properly a Sacrament, bur only a: , 
Myſtery ; wherect there ave many that are 
nor Sacraments. 


ART. XXVI. Of the Unworthineſs of 
the Miniſters, which hinder not the Effects 
of the Sacraments. 


A bhough in the viiible Church the Evil be 
ever mingled with the Good, and tomes- : 
times the Evil have chief Authority in the Mi- 
niſtration of the Word and Sacraments ; yet 
foralmuch as they dono: the ſame in their ou n 
Name, bur in Curitt's, and du miniſter by his 
Coum- 


GO F. Defence of tive | 
Committion and Authority, we may vie thr 
Miniſtry, both in hearing the Word of God, 
and in receiving of the Sacraments : Neither 
is tne Effect of Chrift's Ordinance taken 
way by rheir Wickednelſs, nor the frace of 
God's Gifts diminiſhed froin fuch as by 
Faith, and rightly, do receive rhe Sacraments 
miniſtred nnto them, which be effectual be- 
caule of Chriſt's Inſtitution and Promule altho 
they be miniſtred by Evil Men. 

Neverthelcis it appertaineth ro the Diſci- 
pline of the Church, that Enquiry be made 
of Evil Miniſters, and that rhey be 2ccuted by 
thoſe that have Knowledge of their Offences : 
And finally, being found guilcy, by juſt Judg- 
ment be depoſed. 

Obj. 1. No body can give what he has mot : 
But wicked Miniſters hav? not Grace and For 
grvencſs of Sins ; and therefore they carinor effee 
ttually adminiſter the Sacraments, whereby they 
arc obtained. | 

Anſy. A miniſter does nor give Heaveiily 
Gifts cfeually as rhe principal eficient Cauſe, 
bur as rhe inſtrumental one ; Now the Effet 
ought not to be like rhe Inſtrument, but the 
firſt Cauſe. Befides he docs not properly give 
the ſame G:frs, bur only the excernal Signs of 
them. Henee God 1s ſaid ro circumciſe the 
Hear:, Deur. 2. ©. And Ciriſt baptized with 
&ec Holy Gh:ft ; bur Foimn with Water, Mat.3.11. 

Obj. 2. G-d aid t» he Wicked or Unzodly 
Min, Whar haſt thou to do to dectarg my Sta- 
rites, or that rhou ſtouldeſt rake my Cove- 
nant in thy Mouth, ſeeing rthon hateft In- 
Aruction, and caſteſt my Words b-chind chee ? 
P{al. 50, 16,17, - And jince God would not 5:0e | 

| wicked: | 
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wich Mon adminifler Holy Toings, mcthinks 
ebeir-N ſiniſtry ſrould be tprofitable. 

Anſw. This 5orn Pſalm dees not ſpeak pe- 
culiarly of Minifters, bur of the People of the 
Jews, whom God chaſtiſed, becaute they had 
his Law always in their Mouths, and were ve- 
ry frequent in their Sacrifices, and yer” lead 
wicked Lives ; and this ſort of Weorttip it 18: 
thar is there ſpoken againſt. Bur if the Place 
be applied ro Miniſters, it may be faid, thar 
the Miniſtry of one that leads a wicked Life, is 
not acceptable ro God in reſpect ro the Perſon 
that adminiſters, bur yer it may be efficacious 
and profitable in reſpect ro the Hearers. 

Obj. 3. 4 Man that is overtaken in a Fault 
rs 79 be reſtored by the Spirit of Meekneſs, Gal]: 
6. 1. Much more then ought a Miniſter in re 
[pef? to his Perſon ; therefore he ought not to be 
chaſtiſed and depoſed. 

Anſv. Wicked Miniſters are to be often 
warned ; butif they will nor ar all obey thete 
Acmonitions, they may, and oughr then to be 
depoled. | 


ART. XXVII. Of Bapti/m:. 


PApriſm is not only a Sign of Profeflion, and 
Mark of Difterence, whereby Chriftian 
Men are diſcerned from others that be nor 
Chriftened ; bur ir is alſo a Sign of Regenes 
ration or New Birth, whereby, as by an In+ 
ftrument, they rhar receive Baptiſm right- 
ly, are grafrcd into the Church : The Pro- 
mites of the Furgivenets of. Sin, and of our 
Acoption re be the Sons of God, by the 
Hoi, Ghcſt arc viftoly figned and ſealeds; 


Faich is confirncd, and Grace" encrealed by 


. Verruc 


4 «7 Fre A Defence of the 


Vertue of Prayer unto God. Fhe Baptiſm of 
young Children is in any wiſe ro be retained 
in the Church, as moſt agreeable with the In- 
ſtirurion of Chriſt. 

Obj. tr. Go.1 confers Grace, whereby Men are 
graf:ed into the Church, and there were ſome that 
were M:mhers of the Church before their Bap- 
tiſm ; namely, Tre Treaſurer to Queen Candace, 
Acts 8. Cornelius the Centurion, Acts io. who 
even by their good Works ſheped that t'ey were 
regenzrate ; and for this Reaſon, Baptiſm 1s 
not the only Sinn of Rrgenzration ; nor 1s it on» 
ing ſolely to toat, tat Men are grafted into the 
Church. 

Anſw. Alrhough God be the principal Cauſe 
of Salvation ; yer this does not hinder bur thar 
Bapriſm may be the Mveais thar God may 
make ule of in beitowing Salvation. And then 
Baprtiim, in In{anrs, 1s their firtt Entrance in- 
ro the Chvrch, though ir be not fo.in Per- 
ſons grown up; as in the Examples thar 
are alledged : Bur yer Baptiſm is not witbour 
irs Benefic, even in Perlons grown up, ina(- 
much as ir confirms their Faith. Ir is true, 
Good Works did teſtifie, that there were ma- 
ny Believers ; bur they did not to toleminly do 
ic, as publick Bapriſm in the Church. 

Qbj. 2, The Promiſes of God are moſt ſure in 
tnemſeives, and do nat uced any Confirmation by 
the Sacraments, | 

Zinſw.The Promites of God arc indecd moſt 
ſure in themlelves ; but 1n reſpect to us. they 
do want Contirmation. 

Obj. 3. 1t is the Holy Ghoſt that fixes in our 
M.nds the Certainty of che Divine Promiſes. 


Anſw. 
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 Arfwi* The Holy Ghoſt gives us Aſſurance; 
bur it is by the Mcdiation of the Word and 
Sacraments. - 

Obj. 4. The Faith of the Goſpel, which ts 
preached to us, does exclude all manner of doubt- 
ting ; and therefore des not need any Confirmati= 
on by the Sacraments. 

Anſw. The Faith which we preach does 
exclude all doubt in reſpect of rhe Object, bur 
not in reſpect of the Subject. We know that 
Chriſt is Omnipotent, and Faithful, alchough 
we our ſelves be weak : We know that a weak 
Fairh may be rrue : bur yet thar which is leis 
liable ro doubring is more perfect : And then 
we cannot doubt, that Men by Bapritm and o- 
ther Means, may ſtill obtain a greater mea- 
ſure of Faith, 

Obj. 5. Inf.mts are not to be baptized, bee 
cauſe Chriſt commands ns firſt to teach, and 
then baptize, Mat. 28. 19. But Iifauts cans 
not be tau7ht, | 

Arſ. That place is robe underſtood of ſuch 
Perſons as are grown up, that are capable of 
Learning,and nor of Infanrs : Beſides, the Word 
in the Original, [we Sr7worre] does nov pro- 
perly fignttic [20 teach ) bur to make Diiciples ; 
and this may be ſpoken of Infants. The Chil 
dren of the [ews were, withour any appoint- 
men', circumciſed; and rhe ſame Reaſon 
holds for baprizing Chriſtian Infants. 

Obj 6. Tire who believe not, are ta be 
witi-beld from Baptiſm ; but Infants do not 
believe, becauſe they have no Knowledge of Good 
or Eui/, Deur. 1. 39. 

Z/nſw. All thele places relare ro Perſcns 


grown up : And theu belides, the Faith of Pa- 


64 A Defence of the 

rents is thongh: ſufficient for their Children : 
why may nor the Faith of another as well be 
ſuficient ro them, as the Sin of another be 1m- 
pured to them ? 


ART. XXVIII. Of the Lords Supper, 
J HE Supper of the Lord is not only a Sign 


of the Love thar Chriftians ought ro have 


among themlelves one to another : Burt ra- 
ther it is a Sacrament of our Redemption by 
Chriſt's Death : Inſormuch thar ro ſuch as 
rightly, worthily, and wivh Faith receive the 
ſame, rhe Bread which we break is a parta- 
king of the Body of Chriſt : Aid likewiſe the 
Cup of Bleſſing 1s a partak ng of rhe Blood of 
Chriſt, Trcn.ubſtantiarion” ur the Chinge of 
the Subſtance of Bread and Wine 1n tlic Sup- 
per of the Lord, c..nnor be proved by tloly 
Writ : butit is r:prgnant to he plain Words 
of Scriptuze, cver:hrowerth the Nature of a 
PCT, and has given occaſion to many 
Superſtitions. The Budy of Chriſt is given, 
taken, and eaten in the Supper only, after a 
Heavenly and Spiritual manner : And t 
Mean, whereby the Body of Chriſt i« receiy þ 
and caren in the Supper is Faith. "The Sacta- 
ment of the Lord's Supper was not by Chrif!'s 
Ordinance reſerved, carryed abour, lifted up, 
or worthipped. 

Obj. 1. Tranſubſtantiation is founded on the 
very H/ords of the Inſtitution, Mar. 26. 26. and 
theſe muſt /izn,fie a true ciange of the Bread and 
Wine. 

Arſw. In the Holy Supper there 1s not a 
Subſtantial , but a Sacramental Change. 


Ob. 
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Obj. 2. The ſame thing which was exhibi- 
ted by Chrift to his Diſciples to be eaten and 
drank, was given and ſed for us for the Remi/- 
ſim ef our Sins: But it was not Bread, but the 
Bady of Chriſt which was given : It Was Not 
Wine, but the Blood of Chrift wvich was ſhed ; 
and thizrefore the true Body and tie tru? Blood of 


þ Chriſt was exhibited, which cou!d not be without 


aSuituntial Change of the Bread into his Bc- 
d;, and of the Wine into his Blood. 

Anſw. Ir is called the rrue Body and true 
Blood of Chriſt ; bur only ſecondarily and re- 
preleured as ſuch. So we ſay of Ce/ar's Picture: 
Tox 1s Cxlar that overcame Pompey. | 

Obj. 3. The Words of the Inſtitution are t 
be underſtood in their proper Senſe, becauſe they 
are the Words of a Will or Teſtament, and CYſt 
uttered them, when he was about to die, to his il= 
literate Diſciples. 4 

Anſw., The Words of a Will may be clear, 
though figurative, Every Trope is not ob- , 
ſcare ; it is ſometimes the Lighr and Beaury 
of 5peech. We meet with this Figure alſo, 
Luk 22, 20. where the Cup is calicd the New 
T/?.;iment. And then the Ignorance of the D.(- 
Cipies ought nor to hinder a common way of 
fpeaking in all Sacraments ; becaufe lomething 
they muſt fignifte ro us. 

Oby, 4. Criſt is Omnipotent ; ant therefore 
his Body may be offered in the Euchariſt under 
the Spectes of Bread ond Vine. 

Anſp, We muſt nor argue from whar may 
be ro what is. We are not inquiring whar 
Chriſt can do, bur what he will do: Chriſt 
can do all rhings which do not imply a Con- 
wad Ctioa; but it is a Contradiction to 1ay, 

that 
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that ene and rhe ſame Body ſhould be both in 
Heaven and in the Sacrament ar the {ame time, 

Obj. 5. The Ancients kept and laid up the 
Sacramental Elements. 

Anſw, We do not inquire what the Ancients 
did, bur what Chriit and his Apoſtles did : 
The Ancients, perhaps, kepr up the Sacrament 
for the Communion of fick Men, that were 
abſenr, and not for Adorarion. 

Odj. 6. The Body and Blood of Chriſt are 
corporeally in the Sacrament ; orterwiſe the thing 
figured, viz. The Supper. would not be better than 
the Figures themſelves, viz. the Paſchal Lamb, 
the Mann.i, and the Blood whereon the Old Teſta- 
ment was e(tabliſked ; ll wbich were bodily ex- 
hibited. 

Anſw. The Paſchal Lamb and the Manna, 
were chiefly the Figures of Chriſt (who is the 
thing ſignified in rhe Supper) and not of the 
Supper it ſelf. 

Obj. The Euchariſt is to be religiouſly carried 
about in publick Proceſſions, becauſe the Ark of 
the Covenant, which was the Type of this, was 
ſo carryed about, 2 Sam. 6. 3. 

Anſw. There was a Command or Perinil-} 
ſion for the carrying about cr transicrr.ng, of | 
the Ark ; which allo was hocoured. with a Ci-! 


vil. bur nor adored w:ch a Divine Worth p. | 
There is nothing there ike the Pompous and | 
Idolarrous Elevation of the Holt. ; 
0Jj. 8. FI: have the Teſtimony of ſome Fa«| 
thers for the Elevation of the Hoſt. 
Anſs, It is not materi] what ſome Fathers, 
and eſpecially the more Mudern have done ; 
bur we are to mind what our Lord did and 


{aid. 
Obj. 
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Obj. 9. The Body and Blood of Chriſt are to 
he adored; Now the Euchariſt cenſiſts of the 
Body and Blond of Chriſt, and for that reaſon it 
is tobe H rſhiped. F: 
An/w. The Body and Blood of Chriſt are 
withour doubr ro be wortkiped, provided 
they were joined in the Enchariſt with the 


Godhead ; Burthar is begging the Queſtion. 


ART. XXIX. Of the Wicked, which 
eat not the Body of Chriſt in the Uſe of the 
Lord's upper. 


HE Wicked, and ſuch as be void of a 

lively Faith, altho' they do carnally and 
viſibly preſs with their Teeth. as St. Auguſtin 
ſays, the Sacrament of the Body and Blood 
of Chriſt ; yer in no wiſe are they Partakers 
of Chriſt ; bur rather ro thuir Condemnation 
do eat and drink the Sign or Sacrament of fo 
great a Thing. 

Obj. 1. The Intireneſs of a Sacrament does 
nt depend upon th» Faith of the Receiver, but 
uy the Authority »f the Inſtitution ; and there 
fore by the Incredility of the Min, is cannot be 
coanged or made void. 
 -linſw. The Intireneſs of a Sacrament, taken 
in its largeſt Sente, docs depend upon Both. 

Obj. 2. Judas c.14 the Briy of the Lord, 
and drank his Biood ; And St. Mark witne{Jcthy, 
that they all drank of the Confecrated Cup, 
Mark 14. 23. And then St. Luke writes, chat 
after Supper Chrift uttered theſe words, Behuld 
tie Hand of h an that betrayerh me, is w:th 
me on the Table, Luks 22. 21. 

Anſw,. Some deny that Judas was preſent 

at 
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ar the Holy Supper, much leſs that he did 
partake of it : However it be, it he was pre. 
{ent, he reccived only rhe Sign, and the Bread 
of the Lord, (as other Hypocrites do) and not 
the thing ſignified, z. e. rhe Spiritual Bread 


and Body of Chriſt. 


Obj. 3. Sr. Paul zeaches us, 1 Cor. 11. 29, 
That the Unworthy are guilty of the Body 
and Blood of Chriſt ; as it they had received 
them, tho' irreligiouſly. | 

Anſw. The Apoſtle tells us, .that the Un- 
godly become guilty of the Body of Chriſt; 
not that they do truly receive ir ; bur becauſe 
they do nor diſcern, 7z.e. not confidering the 


Dignity of the Meat, they come to this 'Lable 


withour Reyerence or Fear. 
ART. XXX. Of Both Kinds. 


T HE Cup of the Lord is not to be denied 
to the I ay-People ; for both rhe Parts of 
the Lord's Sacrament, by Chriſt's Ordinance 
and Conmandinent, ought ro be miniſtred to 
all Chriſtian Men alike. | ; 
Obj. 1. There is no Precept which obliges 
Mn to both Paris of the Sacrament, Chriſt oniy 
told iris Diſciples, Take. Eat, Drink, * 


Anſw, There is a Precepr in the Inſtituricn | 
of Chriſt, that does oblige Lay-Men, altho' | 
it 1s nor expreſſed, yer *tis impi.ed : And thar | 


by the Apoſtle, r Cor. 11. 26. and ver. 28. 
his meaning is explained and cleared ; for 
what Chriſt rold his Diſciples, 7/24 muſt be 
meant by the Apoitle of rhe whole Church, 
and is injoyned to the whole Aſſembly of the 
Corznthians, 

: Obz. 


7 tate 


= 


EIN" 


Thirty Nine Articles. 69 

'Obj. 2. Chriſt himſelf proves in words, the 
uſe of only one Species, where he promiſes eternal 
1g | Life to them that eat his Fleſh, makins no 
mention at all of drinking. 

Anſw. The Sixth of Fohn treats properly of 
a Spiritual Eating ; and the mencioning of 
Bread alone was done with relation to the 
Manna, which the Fews boaſted of as if ir 
4 | were Bread from Heaven, ver. 31, In the 
ame Chapter, and in explaining the lame 
thing, Fleth and Blood are joyned rogether 
four times by our Lord, as the neceſſary Mear 
a | and drink, ver. 53, 54, 55, 56. ». RE 1 

Obj. 3. Chriſt, by what he did himſelf, ap= 
proves of the T/e of only one Species, Luke 24.30. 
For there he gave the Sacrament to Two Diſcie 
ples ar Emaus, under the jingle Species of Bread, 

Anſw. Either St. Lee there ſpeaks of an 
ordinary Supper, and not of the Sacrament of 
} | the Euchariſt, or elle Bread by a Synecdoche 
is taken for the whole Repaſt. 

Obj. 4. Thoſe that can drink no Hine, muſt 
be excluded from the Sacrament, and thoſe Peo= 
{+ ple likewiſe who have no Wine, if the Commu= 
nion may not be performed under one $pecies. 

Anſw, Particular Caſes do not affect an u- 
aiverial Rule ; fuch therefore who can drink 
no Wine, {Cid fuch as can ger none, are cx=- 
cepted : Adio there is ſcarce any Country in 
the World, 'in which there is ſo great a icar- 
| city ofi;Wine, thar it cannot be got for 1o fa- 
' cred an Uſe. Chriſt foreſaw thoſe things, 
that are ſaid to be Inconveniencies, and yet 
| he has nor permitted us ro adminiſter the da» 
craments lame and imperfect, 
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'ART. XXXI. Of rhe one Oblation of 
Chriſt finiſhed upon the Croſs. 


HE Offering of Chriſt once made, is that 

perfect Redemption, Propitiation, and 
Satisfaction for all the Sins of the whole 
World, both Original and Actual ; and there 
1s no other Sarisfaction for Sin, bur that a- 
lone. Wherefore the Sacrifices of Maſſes, in 
rhe which it was commonly ſaid, that rhe 
Prieſt did offer Chrift for the Quick and the 
Dead, to have remiflton of Pain or Guilr, 
were blaſphemous Fables,and dangerous Con- 
CCits. | 
Obj. 1. The Offering of Chriſt was mate 
only for many, Mar. 20. 28. and for the Sheep, 
i. &. for the Ele, Join 10. 15. 

Anſw. Thar Chriſt died for many, and for 
the Sheep or Elect, we muſt not deny ; but 
from hence to imagine, that the Death of 
Chriſt was nor a Price ſufficient for All, is a 
vain Conclufion : not only becauſe the Word 
many] is very often equivalent to the word 
| 41} Dan. 12. 2. Rom. 5. 19. bur becaute 
the Dignity of Chriſt's Death was fo great 


in it ſelf, rhar not only Mankind by God cres | 
ared, bur tho' God had creareÞhpyany more | 
% and fuff- | 


World's, it would have becn a fix 
Cient Satisfaction for them All : Altho' the 


World only of Believers can obtain Sal- | 


vation thro his Death. 
Obj. 2. Praying, Faſting, Alms, and Tems 
poral Puniſhments, are Satisfattions for Sin. 
Anſw. Whatever Good Works we are able 


to perform, or whatloeyer we may ſuffer for 
| Gad's 
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God's Glory, even all that we are obliged to 
do and ſuffer by the right of Creation, Re- 
demprion, and Divine Precept, Luke 17. 19. 
Eph. 2. to. Tir. 3.1. Butir would be an ex- 
tream raſh rhing to think of paying a Debr 
with a Debr. And then as for Temporal 
Puniſhments, they are nor Satisfactions, but 
the Divine Corrections and Chaſtiſements, 
even which God does often avert, when Men 
repent ; nor that they Sarisfe ; but only be- 
cauſe he regards their true Faith. 

Obj. 3. The Offring that Chriſt made upon 
the Croſs, is to be repreſented in the Supper. 

Anſp. The Offering of Chriſt is to be re- 
come blaody ; and not by any other un- 

loody Offering, bur by the Breaking of 
Bread, and rhe pouring out of Wine. 

Obj. 4. The Maſs s the Application of the 
Sacrifice of Chriſt. 

Anſw. The Sacrifice of Chriſt is applied 
only by Faith. . 

Obj. 5. The Prophets foretold, that there 
ſhould be a perpetual Sacrifice in the Church, 
Mal. r. 11. Elſa. 66 23. 

Anſw. The Sacrifices of the Church of the 
New Teſtamear, are Euchariſtical and Spiri- 
tual, -nd theſe are Perperual, 

Obj. 6. Chrift [uid to his Diſciples, Do this 
in remembrance of me, i.e. Sacrifice this ; 
for the Word | facere or do} is rften taken in 
this ſenſe ; as Virgil has it, Ctim faciam Vi= 
tula: A/ven I offer Srcri/ice with a Heifer, So 
Lev. 15. 15. 1 Kings (8, 23: Hol. 2. 8. And 
im other places in the vulgar Tranſlation. 

Anſw. The Latins ule a concile way of 
ſpeaking; and fometimes make the word 

[ facere 
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[ facere to do] fignifie, facere rem divinam, 
ro do a Religious or Sacred thing : Burt the 
[ Facere to do] cannot fignifie in this place 
[ to Sacrifice] becaule it relates ro the Actions 
of Chriſt, of which we cannot properly fay, 
that they are to be Sacriſiced : And then this 
is nor only ſpoken ro Miniſters, but ro other 
Lay-Communicants likewiſe ; as appears by 
the Apoſtlc's Expoſition, 3 Cor. 11.26. And 
They have no Power or Authority to Conle- 
Crate. 


ART. XXXII. Of the Marriage of Prieſts, 


| f.bops, Prieſts, and Deacons are nor com- 


manded by God's Law, either to vow 
the eſtare of Single Life, or to abſtain from 


| Marriage : Therefore it is lawful for Them, 


as for all other Chriſtian Men, ro marry at 
their own diſcretion, as they ſhall judge the 
ſame ro ſerve betrer ro Godlinels. 

Obj. x. Marriage hinders Holy Duties ; and 
therefore in the Old Teſt ameiit, the Hiph Prieſt, 
and Pricſls were commanded to abſtain from the 
Conjuoal Bed, ſo often as they were oblized to at- 
tend upon Hely Things, Ex0.19. 15, and 25S. 4. 

af . Ir is the abuſevt Marriage, and not 


Marriage it ſelf, that binders Holy Duties. | 


David, whilſt he was marrcied, prayed ſeven 
times in a Day ; and did meditate upon the 


Law of God, Day ard Night. That Abſti« | 


nence Which was coimandcd the Prieſts un- 
der rhe: Old Teſtament, . is ſaid ro be Ceres 
monial, and was required even in Lay-Perſons, 
for a certain time ; to which belongs likewiſe 
the abſtaining from Wine and Strong eng 
whic 
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\ | which was commanded the Prieſts, then they 
> | were upon Holy Dury. However ir be, it is, 
| withour doubr, co.venient for all Chriſtians, 
; | as well as Paſtors, ro abſtain from ſuch con- 
\ | jugal Commerce, as may hinder their Worſhip 
; | of God. 
* | Obj. 2. Sr. Paul commands m.rried People, 
- | that they ſhould abſtain from on? anotier by 


__ 


conſent for a time, that they might give theme 
ſelves the more ardently to Prayer, 1 Cor. 7. 5. 
Woerefore ſince Prieſts muſt daily attend upon 
Prayer and Sacrifices, it is plain that they are 
injomned to a perpeturl Continence. 

Anſw. The Apoſtle there ſpeaks concerning 
, | extraordinary Prayer, ſuch as is joyn'd with 
' | Faſting ; bur Clergy-Men are not every Day 
| | obliged ro ſuch Devotions: Nay, and by this 
| Rule all Chriſtians muſt abſtain for ever trom 
- | Marriage ; for 'ris {aid to All In general], 
> | 1 Toeff. 5. 17. Pray witoout ceaſing. 

Obj 3: They thar are unmarried do care for 
the Things of the Lord, better than thoſe that 
\ | are married, 1 Cor. 7. 32. 
| Anſw. The Apoſtle here does nor diſpute 
- | concerning Men of the Holy Order alone, bur 
of all Chriſtians in general, who ſhould allo, * 
t | by the ſame reaſon, live a ſingle Life. Bur 
. |- akho* Marriage hay irs Troubles, it has its 
1 | Conveniencies roo ; And a. pious Wife is 
given not for an Impedimenr, bur for a Help, 
- | as well in Spiritual as in Familv Concerns, 
. | Celibacy is therefore ro be preferred ro Mar- 
| Nage,. when the Church is under yarious Per- 
, | ſections, and upon condition the Perfon has 
| the Gift of Continence. Bur from hence 
, | no. general Rule can —_— that Celibacy is 
to 


nw 
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ro be obſerved by any particular Order of Men, | 


Wherefore alſo the Apoſtle ſays, 1 Cor. 7. 28, 
That if thou marry, thou haſt not ſinned. Sg 
thar the place before cited, proves nothing a- 
painſt rhis Arricle. 


ART. XXXIII. Of Excommunicated 
Perſons ; how they are to be avoided. 


Hart Perſon which by open denunciation 

©f rhe Church, is rightly cur off from 

the Unity of the Church and Excommunica- 

red, ought ro be taken of the whole multi- 

rude of the Faithtnl, as an Hearhen and Pub. 

lican, until he be openly reconciled by Pe- 

nance, and received in the Churchby a Judge, 
that has authority thereunto. 

Obj. 1. Chriſt has ſaid, Mat. 13. 39. Let 
both grow together until the Harveſt ; which 5 
to be underſtood of the Good and the Bad : heres 
fore the Wicked ought not to be Excommunicated, 

Anſw. Chriſt ſpeaks there concerning Hy- 
pocrites, that cannot be dilcerned from thoſe 
thar are ſinccrely Good : Or elle he 1s diſtin» 
gviſhing rhe Duty of Miniſters from thar of a 
Magiſtrate : Lee them grow, i.e. do nar kill 
them. 

Obj. 2. In the O!d Teſt ament God comm :::ded 
that All ſhould krep the Paſſover, Num. 5. 10, 

Anſw. God commanded all that wer” Mcem- 


bers of his People ro keep rhe Paſſovery {xo9. | 
12. 43. ' There was a Command concerning 


the Preſumpruous, rhat rhcy ſhould be cut off 
from- among his People '\..m, 15. yo. and 
thoſe that were defiled wr kepr back, Na.g.6. 
Now uader the Ceremonial Uiciooanch rhe 
Moral was typiticd and figured, Obj 
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Obj. 3- John Baptized a Generation of Vi- 
pers, Luke 3. 7. 
Anſw. Altho' they were a Generation of 
Vipers, whom Fohn Baptized ; yer they were 
no longer Vipers, when they were once Baptt- 
zed, at leaſt not ſo in Profeſſion. 
Obj. 4. Ir ſeems not to be mm the Power of 


. Men to exclude any One from the Kingdom of 


God, and to thruſt Others down to Hell. 

Anſwv. The Church condemns no Man, bur 
aprees with, and execures the Judgment of 
God, by declaring it according to' expreſs 
Command ; and it delivers Men over to Sa- 
ran, not by its own Authority, but in the 
Name of Chriſt, 1 Cor. 5. 4. 

Obj. 5. Sr. Paul ſays of him that world by 
m means obey his Word, that ſuch an one ſhould 
be eſteemed, not as an Enemy, but admoniſhed 
as a Brother, 2 Theſl. 3. 14. 15. Whereas @ 
Brother ws not to be lock'd npon as a Heathen op 
a Publican. 

Anſw, The Excommunicated are called 


Brethren, partly by Profefſion, and becauſe 


they were Brethren, 1 Cor. 5; 11. partly by 
Hope ; becauſe upon Repentance, he may be- 
come a Brother again ; and partly by Love, 
and a Deſire and Study ro ſave him, which 


| ought ro be the End of Excommunicarion : 


Beſides, the Apoſtle did nor ſay, Account him 
aS a Brother, bur admoni{h him as ſuch. 


| AR T. XXXIV. Of the Traditions of 


the Church. 


* x 


lj [E is not neceſſary thar Traditions and Cere- 
L 


monies be in all places one or urtcerly like ; 
| E 2 for 
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for ar all times they have been divers, and 
may be changed according tothe Diverſity of 
"Countries, Times, and Mens Manners, ſo rhar 
nothing be Ordained againſt God's Word, 
Whoſoever, thro' his private Judgment, wil- 
lingly and purpoſely doth openly break the 
Traditions and Ceremonies of the Church, 
which be nor repugnant to the Word of God, 
and be ordained and approved by; common 
Authority, oughr ro be rebuked openly (thar 
others may fear to do the like) as he that of- 
fendeth againſt the common Order of the 
Church, and hurteth the Authority of the 


Magiſtrate, and woundeth the Conſcienccs of 


the weak Brethren. Every particular or Na- 
tional Church hath Authority to Ordain, 
change and aboliſh Ceremonies or Rircs of the 
Church, ordained only by Man's Authority ; 
ſo thar all things be done ro Editying. 

Obj. r. Chriſtians ought to walk according to 
the ſame Rule, and to have the bigheſt Agree- 
ment amonglt themſelves ; as may be gathered 
from Gal. 6.16. 1 Per. 3. 8. and therefore the 
Same Ceremonids are alike neceſJary in all places. 


 Anſw. The variety of Ceremonies does, 


not deſtroy the Unity of the Church, provi- 


ded the Fairhful do bur walk according to the | 


ſame Rule of Doctrine- 


Obj. 2. Chriſt has ſaid, Reprove a Sinner 


betwixt him and thy ſelf alone, Mar. 18. 15. 
therefore he i not publickly to'be reproved by -nny 


ne. 
Anſw. This Place treats of the Dury of pri- 


vate Men for private Offences: commitred-ras 
gainſt private Perſons ; and not of the Dury 
of Paſtors in reproving ſcandalous and notori- 

ous 
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ous Sins, publickly committed : Such as theſe 
muſt be publickly reproved. 

Obj. 3. The Apoſtle adviſes Titus to avoid 
Strifes and Contentions, Chap. 3. 9. and there- 
fore they are not to be reproved, who oppoſe the” 
Traditions of the Church. 

Anſw. Unprofitable Diſputariohs and noiſy . 
Talk withour Edification, are to be avoided ; 
becauſe ſuch vain Contentions do not convert 
the Froward and Obſtinare, bur rather confirm 
them in their Errors : In the mean time Mi- 
niſters may reprove Gainſayers with much 
Prudence, Patience, and Sobriery, and all this 
be done to the Good and Profit of others 

Obj. 4. The ſame Apoſtles commanded the 
Theſſalonians to hold the Traditions, 2 The. 
'2.15. And therefore that Church had not Au- 
thority to change vr diſannul the Traditions of it. 

Anſw. The Traditions which the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks of, were either DoCtrinal, and ſuch as 
were already tier down m the Scriprures ; or 
if not, they were Inſtirured by the Apoſtle, 
who received from the Lord whar he delivered 
ro them, Bur the Article ſpeaks of ſuch Tra- 
ditions as were originally Inftirured by the 
ſole and ordinary Authority of Men. 


AR T. XXXV. Of Homilies. 


HE Second Bock of Homilies, the ſeve- 

ral Titles wherevt wc have ic! down +in- 

der this Article, does con'ain a Godly and 
whaliome Doctrine, and nceceffary for theſe 
Times, as does the former Book of Hemilies, 
which were (er forth in Time of Edward che 
Yixth : And therefore we judge them to be 
E 3. read 


* and diſtinttly, that they may be und 
of the People. 


Of the Names of the Homiltes. 


21 
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read in Churches by the Miniſters, diligently 


Of the right Uſe of the Churc', 

Againſt Peril of Idolatry. 

Of repairing and keeping clean of Churchos, 
Of Good Works, firſt of Faſting. 

Againſt Gluttony and Drunkenneſs. 
Againſt Exceſs of Apparel. 

Of Prayer. 

Of the Place ang Time of Prayer. 

That Common Prayers, and Sacraments, 
ought to be miniſtred in a known Tongue, 

Of the Reverend Eſtimation of God's Word, 


. Of Alms-doing, ; 

. Of the Nativity of Chriſt, 

. Of the oo of Chriſt. 

. Of the Reſurretion of Chriſt, 

. Of the Worthy. Receiving of the Sacra= 


ment of the Body and Blood of Chriſt, 


. Of the Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt. 


For the Regation-Days. ._ 
Of the State of Matrimony, 


. Of Repentance. 
. Againſt Idlenefs, 


Apainſt Rebellion, 


Obj. 1. The Doctrine? contained in the He- 


milies is no+ in theſe Times ſo neceſſary, becauſe 


there is plenty of Miniſt 'rs, wro can and do, vis 


va: voce. preach the Mord of God. + 

Anſw. I his Article was intended chiefly for 
the Beginning of the Reformation, when there 
was a much greater want of Mcn, that were 
fic for the Miniſtry : And then, if even of thele 


Times 


eritood 
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Times we would ſuppoſe it ro ſpeak. there are 
very many Churches ( for. want of ſufficient 
Encouragement, or other Reaſons) which are 
deftirute of a Learned Preacher, and which 
indeed is to be lamented : And beſides; ſuch 
is the carcleſneſs of ſome in their Preachings, 
that it would be more profitable ro hear a Ho- 
mily, than their Sermons. 

Obj. 2. It ſeems to be an Office unworthy of 
a Miniſter of the Geſpel to repeat Word for Word, 
Exhortations from the Copy of another, for a 
Child can do that. 

Anſw. Tr would be unworthy of a Miniſter 
of the Goſpel to do this from the Copy of any 
private Man; bur ir is not ſo ro do it from the 
| Copy and Direction of rhe Church : And ir is 
not unworthy of a Miniſter to do ſome things- 
thar Children can do; viz. ro read Prayers or 
Chapters within Book. 

Obj. 3. No body can execute the Office of an 
Advocate, or a Phyſician, by repeating any pre- 
ſeribed Forms : Now a Miniſter is & Spiritual 
Advocate and Phyſician, who ought to appiy his 
Dottrine, , according. to the different Circum- 
ſtances, of Tims and Perſons, wich is not to be 
dome, nor can be done, woilſt the preſcribed 
Words of a Homily, compoſed by other Men, are 
read to the People. 

Anſw. If a Phyfician or an Advocate repear 
- any thing our of their Books, che hearer may 
procure Health, and receive wholiome Advice 
tor himlielf or for orhers : So ir is in Divine 
Things likewife : Notwithſtanding the Mini= 
ſtry of thoſe may be more effectual, who 
know how ro apply the Word of God accor- 
. ding to the variety of Circumſtances: Beſides, 
E 4 thoſe 
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thoſe things that are conrained in the Homi. 
lies, for the moſt'part are ſuited ro all times! 


And ſome things may be ſo applied to any | 
' 


time, that there is almoſt no body bur may 
eaſily underſtand them when they are read, 
So that Readers may be of great uſe, whete 
better inſtructed Miniſters are nor to be had, 


ART. XXXVI. Of Cenſecration of Bi- 
ſhops and Miniſters. 


T HE Book of Conſecrarion of Archbiſhopy 

- and Biſhops, and crderirg of Prieſts and 
Deacons, lately ſet forth in the time of Ed- 
ward the Sixth, and confirmed ar the ſame time 
by Authority of Parliament, doth contain all 


things neceffary ro ſuch Confccration and Or- 


dering : Ne:ther hath ir any rhin;, rthac of ir 
felf is Snperſtxious and Ungedly. And chere- 
fore whoſoever are conſecrated and ordered 
according to the Rires of thar Book, fince the 
the ſccond Year of the aforenamed King Ed- 
ward, unro this rime, or hereafter, ſhall be 
conſecrated and ordered according to the ſame 
Rites ; we decree all ſuch ro be rightly, or- 

derly. and lawfully conſecrared and ordered, 
by. 1' Ae donot any where in Scripture read 

of Al ci:bijhops, EEITG 

Anſi. An Archbiſhop is no other than the 
higheſt of the Biſhops, who is as a Head, (er 
_ over. other Biſhops': And alchough we do 
not meer with this Word in the Scrjptures, 
yer it agrees rtherenno for the preſerving of 
Order in the Church ; that 'tis prudent and 
uſeful ro conſtitute Degrees in the Church of 
different Dignity and Authority, In = on 
clita» 


—_— — 
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Teſtament; there was a High Prieſt and Prieſts 
of a ſecond and Inferiour Order : In the New, 
there were Apoſtles, Prophets, Evangeliſts, Pa= 
ftors, and Teachers : And ir 15 not contrary to 
the Word of God, rhar One ſhould be above 
Another in rhe Church for Goverament's ſake. 

Obj. 2. I: is an impious thing, that the Bi- 
ſhop ſhould ſay to every, one of thoſe that are 
Ordained, Receive the Holy Ghoſt ; as if he 
had the Power of conferring the Holy Ghoſt, whith 


is peculiar to Chriſt himſelf, and was the mira=. 


lous Token of his Divine Power : But no mortal 
Man can aſſume this to himſelf, or ought to 
imitate tt.. 

Anſw. The Bil:op does nor mean, when he 
ſays, Receive the Holy Ghoſt, as if he could be- 
ſtow upon them the inward Gifrs of the Holy 


Ghoſt in an extraordinary manner ; bur he. 


fays ir, becauſe he confers upon them the ex- 


rernal and ordinary Miniſtry , whereof the. 


Holy Ghoſt is the Author : In which Senfeal- 
ſo he ſays, Receive thou Authority to preach the 


Opel &Cc. 


bj. 3. Thoſe firſt Biſhops and Miniſters af 


ter the Reformation were not rightly ordained, be. 


cauſe they were not Ordained by ſuch other Bis 
ſhaps, who had a continued Succeſſion from 
preceding Biſhops lawfully called , and becauſe in 
the Solemnity of Conſecration and Ordination, 


the accuſtomed Rites and Ceremonies were. 


wanting, t 
Anſw. Our firſt Biſhops were Ordained by 

Romiſn Prieſts ; who although chey had gor 

amongſt them a Purity of Doctrine, yer they 


' loſt nor the Power of Ordination. Ir is agreed, 


that thoſe who are baptized by Hereticks, are 
E 5 truly 


Thirty Nine Articles, :3 


- 
_—_ a II WY Al PEAR 4 I FS - A PEE ERA mars Ge 


82 A Defence of the 
truly baptized : Andrthere is the ſame Reaſon 
for thoſe who: are Ordained by. thein, The 
Phariſees fat.in Meſes's Chair ; and Fudas exe- 
cured- his Apoſtolick Office : And why nor, 
fince a whollome and good Effect does nor de- 
— upon the Sincerity of him that adminj- 
ers, but upon the Authority of the Inſtitution, 
The Ceremonies and Rites were likewile a- 
greeable ro the Holy Scriptures ; as may be 
eaſily made ro appear from ihe Records and 
Writings of our own Countryimen. It .any 
one ſhould now (ay, that the Remiſt Pricits. 
were not lawtully called, and therefore Qurs 
could not be rightly Ordain'd by them, we have 
this to ſay ; Thar their Vouiuon as to the very 
| Being and Eſl:nce of it, was Legi:imate : be- 
cauſe even they were call'|| to teach the Truth, 
although the Accidems were TIllegirimare : 
Neither could they deprive our Biſhops of their 
Vocation, though they did not wach accord- 
ing t0 the Taſte and Reli'l: of the Church of 
Rome. We ought to cbcy Ged rather than 
Men. There are ſome roo that make anſwer ; 
Thar a Magiſtrate and a faithtul People may 
conſtirure and chooſe Biſhops and Paitors, c- 
ſpecially in a Cale of neccility. Moreover, a 
Succeſſion from the Apoſtles is indeed requi- 
red ; bur this ought ro be rather a Doctrinal 
than a Perſonal Succeliiion. 


ART. XXXVII. Of the Civil Magiſtrates. 
PHE Queen's Majeſty hath the chicf Pow- 


er in this Realm of E»yg/and, and other 

her Domintons, unto whom the chiet Govern» 

ment of all Eſtares of this Realm, whether 
they 


- as 7 " Y 
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they be Eccleſiaſtical or Civil, in all Cautc? 
doth appertatn, and 1s nor, nor ought to be, 


ſubject ro any Foreign Juriſdiction. « Where 
we attribute to the Queen's Majeſty the chief 
Government : By which Titles we underſtand 
the Minds of fome flanderous Folks to be of- 
fended ; we give nor to our Princes the Mi- 
niſtring cirher of God's Word. or of the Sa- 
craments : The which thing, the Injunctions - 
alſo larely ſer forth by Elizabeth our Queen, do 
moſt plainly reftifte , bur rhart only Preroga- 
tive which we ſee to have been given always 
to all Godly Princes in Holy Scriprure by God 
himſelf ; that is, thar they ſhould rule ail E- 
ſtares and Degrees commitred to their Charge 
by God, whether they be Eccleſiaſtical or 
Temporal ; and reſtrain with the Civil Sword 
the Szubborn and Evil-doers. | 

The Biſhop of Rome has no Juriſdiction 1n 
this Realin of EnglanJ. 

The Laws of the Realm may punih Chri- 
ftian Men with Death for heinous and grievons 
Offences. 

It is lawful ſor Chriſtian Men, at the Com- 
mandment of rhe Magiſtrate,co wear Weapons 
and terve in the Wars, 

Ob). 1. King Fehoſophat ingenuonſly corifoj ied, 
that the Prieſts, and not he, had the chief Power 
in the Church, 2 Chron. 19. 11. Amariab the 
Ciict Prieſt is over you 1n al! Matters of the- 
Lord. ff . ; 

Anſw, In 1ftterpreting and adminiftring - of 
Divine Things, che H:gh-Rgicit was chici and 
principal ; bur as to the Temporal Govern-- 
mear, he was {ubject ro the Ring. 


Obj.; 
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Obj. 2. The Holy Scriptures inform us, that 
the Gov:rnment- of the Church js in the Hands of 
the Biſhops and Prieſts, AS. 20.28. 1 Tim. Tr 
17: Heb. 13. 17. : 

Aiiſm., The Government was then in the 
Hands of the Biſhops and Pricſts, . becauſe at 
that rime the Church had no other Watchmen 
and Conducters of Souls; bur the Word of 
God does not exclude other Supporters of the 
Goſpel, ſuch as pious Princes are, whom the 
Church: has ſomerimes accounted Guides to 
promote Piety. 

Obj. 3. We find that the Aprftles powerned 
the C:iurch, Ads 20. 28. Paſſed Sentence con- 
cerning Religious Controverſies, Acts 15. 6. and 
inflittedj:ft Puniſhments upcn Offenders, Advts 
5. 3. And therefore the Government of the Church 
in this Kingdom of England does of Right belong 
ro the Miniſters, and not to the King's Majeſty. 

Anſw. The Apoſtles were Miniſters cxtra- 


ordinary : And that ancient Srate of the, 


Church, wherein there were no Chriſtian Prin- 
ces, muſt not be made uſe of for a conftant 
and ftanding Rule. 


Obj. 4. To Chriſt was given all Power beth in , 
Heaven ani Earth, Mart. 28. 18. By which is \ 


fiznified a Spirirual and an KEarthly Kingdem : 
But Ciiſt gave the Keys of bozb to Peter, Mar. 
16.19. Now Peter has given his Authority to 
the Bij.op of Rome , And therefore to this Bi- 
1p, as in others, ſo alſo in this Kingdom of 

England d::s thy Fur. {i:dien bolong. 
Anſ.Scmre underitand the atorecited Place 
of a Spiritual Power: As if Chriſt had faid ; 
As in Heaven T am the Kinp of Angels and bleſ- 
ſed $p.rits, ſo ly Faith Ireign in the Hearts of 
Meu 
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Men. Others interpret this exalted Power ro 
be given to Chriſt the Mediaror over all Crea- 
tures, which could nor be communicated to 
mere Man. Bur. now in neither of theſe Senfes 
did Chriſt give an abſolute Power to Peter ; 
he only gave him a Share in the Ecclefiaſtical 
Miniſtry ; and in the fame Senle the Keys 
were given to the reſt of rhe Apoſtles, Mae. 
13. 18. Beſides, could you ſuppoſe thar Pezer 


| had ſuch a Power given him above the reſt of 


the Apoſtles, ir could nor yer be proved, thar 
the Pope, as being his Succeſlor, 1s poſſeied of 
the ſame Authority. 

Obj. 5. King John made this Country tribu= 
tary to the Pope. 

Anſw. King Fohn unwillingly and our of 
Fear made England tributary to the Pope, and 
becauſe it was to the Prejudice of the King- 
dom, and his Succefſors, Henry his Son, with 
the chiet Eſtates of the Realm, proteſted a- 


.. gainſt this Donation; nay, and threatned 


that rhey would defend themſelves by Arms 
againſt rhe Temporal Juriſdiction of the Pope, 
as appears by our Engliſh Annals. 

Obj. 6. Againſt the latter part of this Article 


Pris objected, that Theft is a grievous Crime, and 


yet the hangings of Thieves is againſt the Law of 
God, which thinks it ſufficient to puniſh it with 
a Four, or a Five-fold Reſtitution, Ex. 22. 1,2. 

Anſw. Some anſwer to this, that That Law 
of nor inflicting a Capital Punithmenc upon 
Thieves was parely Political, and did belong 


_ enly ro the Fews : Neither was it ever repeat- 


ed or confirmed under the New Teſtamenr 2: 
And rhen they ſay, that when Faults were 
muitiplied, rhe Punithment was to be more ſe- 

Vere, 
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vere, and prove from Pr», 6. 31. That rhe 
Puni'hmenr of Theft was hcighrned to a Seven- 
fold Reſtirution ; and then rey all-dge,2 Sam. 
12. 5. that of a Thief thar was condemned to 
Death by King David. They fay belides, 
that the Law of Myſes does nor ar all hinder 
bur that Thieves may ſuffer Death, elpecially 
ſuppoſing that Capiral Puniſhments for ſuch 
Crimes be eftabliized by a publick Law, and 
a general Conſent of Al} : For Laws of 
' this forr in things nor contrary to Piery, do 
'approach- very near the Nature of Divine 
Laws. Rom. 13. 1,2. And again, ſuppoſing 
that the Thieves are not weak and ſickly Men, 
unfir for working, or nor taken care of by the 
Overſeers of the Poor; for there is a regard 
ro be had ro ſach as are compelled,by exrreme 
"Want, to ſteal: Befides roo, fuppoling Fhetts 
cafinor be corrected by gentler and |:ghrer Pu- 
niſhments : Or, laſtly, ſuppoſing that which 
1s ' taken away. by ſtealth be a conliderable In- 
jury and Loſs ro the Qwner. 

Obj.'7. Capital Puniſhment of 'h6inons O*- 
fences ſeems to be contrary ro the Law of Charity 
ſo peculiar to the Goſpel ; for the New Teſt.:ment, 
ds 'tis a pratious Diſpenſatiom, dies not admit of 
Kevenpe, or Puniſhments too ſevere. 

Anſv. Under the Old Teſtament heinous 
Offznces were puniſhed with Death, notwirh- 
fanding the Law of Charity, which was as 
much in force then as it is now : But Grace 
in the New Teſtament, asro the Matter of 
Salvarion, is oppoſed to a flaviſh Fear, and 


rigorous Obſervance of the Law of Moſes; 


bur nor to any Capiral Panithmnents inflicted by 
the Mag f{trate upua Offenders. | 
Qbj. 


OY 
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Obj. 9. To the laſt part of the Article 'tis ob- 


jered, That 'tis the expreſs Command of God, 


that Man's Blood be not ſhed, Gen. 9. 6. But 
Wars c.innot be waged without ſhedding of Blood. 

Anſw, It is a private. and not a publick 
Slaughter, thar is there forbidden. 

Obj. 9. It is the Command of Chrift, that we 
refit not Evil ; but whoſoever il all {mite thee 
on thy Right Check, turn to him the other al- 
ſo, Mat. 5. 39. ES. 

Anſw. Chriſt here reaches us the utmoſt Pa- 
tience, that we ſhould nor repell Injuries ir a- 
ny v:olent manner; but rather ro bear them 
paticntly, than to ſtrive with ſelt-will'd Men 
or ſtudy any private Revenge ; elpecially 
when the Love of our Neighbour, the Con-, 


verfion of Infidels, or the Glory of God re- 


quire this Submitiſion from us. This Duty 
leems chiefly ro belong roChriftians in the time 


of a publick Perſecution ; ſuch as was almoſt 


continual in the Primitive Church: Yer we are 
nor hereby forbid ro avoid an Injury by ſuch 
Rules of Defence as are unblameable. Net- 
ther are Magiſtrares forbidden ro execute pub- 
I.ck Revenge ; otherwiſc the Malice of wicked 
Men would be ſharpened, and the Common- 
wealth would never be in quiernels. 

Obj.10. 1: is faid, Mat. 26, 52. All they that 


take the Sword, ſhall periſh with the Sword, 


Anſw. Qur Saviour here ſpeaxs of him thar 
ſhall rake up rhe Sword by a priv#te Authority, 
and not of a Magiſtrate, wit ww God's Mmi- 


ſter, that bearcti not t/ 4 in vain, Rom, 
ES 1,2, 3+. - | 
Obj. 3 i. The Arms - © Griſtians are not Car- 


nal, buf 5pirirual; /4ith Sr. Paul, 2 Cor.. 16. 4. 
Att w, 
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Anſp. The Means, which the Apoſtles were 
wont to make uſe of in planting and promo- 
"ring che Cplgel is thiere ſpoken of : Such they 

were nor, {lays he) as: Men of Carnal Minds 


are. wont ro uſe, ro gain - Authority to their- 


Doctrine ; ſuch as Humane Skill, Flartery, 


and outward Force : Burt they were the in- | 


ward Truth and Efficacy of the Doctrine it 
ſelf. Now it cannor be gathered from all this, 
thar it is nor lawful ro wage War upon juſt 
| Reaſons. | 


ART. XXXVIII. Of Chriſtian Mens Goods, *|' 


which are not common. 


T HE Riches and Goods of Chriſtians are 
® . nor common, as touching the Righr, Ti- 
tle, and Pofſeidion of rhe fame : as certain A- 
nabaptitts do falſly boaſt : Notwirhſtandin 
_ every Man ought, of ſuch rhings as he vollel 
ſeth, hberally ro give Alms to the Poor, ac- 
carding to his Ability, 

Ob}. 1. The more common any Good is, the 
better it is; and therefore it were better if the 
Goods of Chriftians were common. | 

Anſw. Ir: were better indeed for others, if 
Goods were common, but not for him whoſe 
Goods they are, and who cannot conveniently 
part with them. Every one, inthe Order of 
Charity, is obliged to rake care of himſelf 
firſt; and af after that he gives Alms ac- 
cording to his Ability, he is ina fair way of 
Salvation, 

Obj. 3. All things are common among Friends, 

Anſw. That is a true Maxim, as to ſuch 
thirgs as may be.communicated with Hone- 


ity, 


as www 


Thirty Nine Articles. 89 


ſy, and withour the Prejudice of another ; by 
a volantary, not by accivil and neceſſary Im- 
arting : and then again, as ro a Temporal 
Uſe, and not a perperual Poſſ:Hton. 
Obj. 3.. The Apoſtles and Primitive Chriſtians 


| had all chinzs common, Acts 2. 44. 


Anſw, That mutual imparting of Goods a- 
mong the firſt Chriſtians, was not command=- 
ed by the Apoſtle, bur was voluntarily under- 
taken by the richer forr ; neither was the Pro- 
priety there taken away : only the Aﬀection 
of rhe Mind is purines | inaſmuch as in Will 


'|* and Defire they had all things common *: And 


all did not fell their Good : for there are Ex- 
amples of ſome thar kepr their own to rhem- 
ſelves ; and St. Perer tells us, That it was laws 
ſul, and in their Power ro do ir, As 5. 4. 
Of another who, even after his Calling, had 
a Houſe of: his own, wherein Chrift entered, 
Mat. 8. 14. Nay. and Jacheus, even after his 
Converſion, kepr part of his Riches ro him- 
ſelf, after he had made Reſtirution, and giver; 
bountiful Alms ro the Poor, Luke 19. 8. Every 
one therefore d:d according ro his own Free- 
will, and as much as the common Neceffity re- 
quired. So that the afore-cired place does nor 
make for thoſe, who confuſedly have all things 
common. 


ART. XXXIX. Of a Chriſian Man's Oath. 


S we confels that vain and raſh Swearing 

is forbidden Chriftian Men by our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, and Fames his Apoſtle ; ſo we 
judge, thar Chriftian Religion does not pro- - 
hibic, bur thar a Man may Swear when the 
| Ma- 


90 A Defence of the 


Magiſtrate requireth, in a Cauſe of Faith and 


Charity ; ſo ir be done according to the Pre- 


phets teaching, in Juſtice, Judgment, and 
Trurh. 

Ob}. 1: It is the expreſs Admonition of Chrif, 
Mar. 5. 34. Swear nor ar all. And '#t» 
the Exhortation of St. .James, Chap. 5. 12. A- 
bove all things my Brethren ſwear not, nci- 
by Heaven, nor by .he Earth, nor by any 6- 
ther Oath, 

Anſw. Chriſt and Sr.' Fames condemn only 
raſh, nar neceflary Oaths, ſuch as the Ar- 
ticle means ; And then the Prohibition of 
_ Chriſt is ro be ſtrictly underſtood of all rhoſe 
_ Oaths, which the Phariſees allowed, and 
thereby ſeduced the People : For they raughr, 
that it was lawful, upon any Account, to ſwear, 


© provided their Oath was bur rrue. Nay, and | 


_ they . added, that ir was lawful for them to 
_ ſwear by Heaven, the Earth, Feruſ/alem, or a- 
_ ny other Creature : And that they were never 
guilry of Perjury, but where there was menti- 
on made of the expreſs Name of God, or of 
_ the Gifts that were conſecrated to Ged : For 
that by thele Interpretations the Phariſees did 
corrupt the Law of God. concerning Oaths, no 
Man will deny that will bur diligently conlider 
what Chriſt has (aid againſt ſuch Oaths as were 
allowed by the Phariſees, Mt. 23.16, 17, &c. 
__ Ob}. 2. In the Law of Mofes it was lawful 
upon any Account whatſocuer, to ſwear, provided 
there was no Lye in it, And this is plain from 
the Hebrew Word { U Shav which ſignifies as 
much as | antruly, falſly] co ſw:.:r, and not to 
ſwear withour Cauſe, Ex. 25. 1. Deut. 5.. 20. 
And for this Reaſon, Chriſt, when he ſud, 
| Swear 
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Swear nor art all, did perfet and compleat the 


Law. 

Anſw. God by Meſes's Commands, Ex. 20. 
7. Thou ſhall not take the Name of God in vain : 
From whence we may gather ,that they are the 
vain, light, and raſh Oaths, thar are there for- 
bidden. ' It will nor ſtrengthen rhe Objecti- 
on to oppole ro us the Senſe of the Hebrew 
Word [ Shav] becauſe that does not only fig- 
nifie whatever is falſe and deceitful ; bur 
whatſoever allo is vain and light, as you 
may ſce, Mal. 3.14. Fer. 4. 30. and P/al, 
127. 2. | 


Now to the Only Wiſe God, be Praiſe and 
Glory for ever. Amen, 


THE 


THE 


Ms Articles, 


Containing, 


[| A Hiſtory of the Articles, that 
were preſented at Lambeth. 


11, The Articles of Predeſtination, and 
the adjoining Heads propoſed 
by Dr. Whitaker at Lambeth. 


Il. The Same ; as they were drawn 


up, and approved of by Biſhops 
and other Divines. 


IV. The Judgment of the Celebrated 
* Dr. L. Andrews, Biſhop of Win- 
cheſter, concerning the Articles 
that were offered to the Aſſem- 
bly 3 together with his Review 
of the Cenſure paſſed upon 
Dr. Barret, concerning Certain- 
ty of Salvation. 
To which is added, 


V. The Opinion of D. Overal, for- 
merly Rezius-Profefſor of Divi- 
nity in the Univeriity of Cam- 
bridge,concerning Predeſtination, 
and the Conſequences thereof. 
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Newly Tranſlated from the Latin. 
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The HISTORY of the 
Lambeth Articles. 


N the Univerſity of Cambridze there are 
Two famous Projcfſorſhips: in Divinity ; 
the One called Regins, having Henry the 


Eighth for its Founder ; rhe Other was Foun- 
ded by Margarer; the Mother of Henry the 


Seventh, and is called after her Name. Ir 
happened thar H/.i:atrr and Perer Barron were 
Contemporaries ; the one Repins, the other 
Margaret's Profeſſor in Divinity. Mhitaker 
was a Man of extraordinary Learning, and 


therefore his Judgment was of great weight, 


which way ſoever he took ; He had ſtudied 
long in reading the Fathers ; and ar lengrh, 
whether for that he was relared by Marriage 
to a * Family that was more than ordinary 


zealous for the Geneva Principles, or for what=' 


ever Cauſe it was, he became a Profefled De= 
tender of that Parry. | 

Amongſt other Opinions, thar- are builr 
chiefly upon the Authoriry of Calvin and Beza, 
he began to dwell much upon thar of abſolure 
Predeſtination ; which indeed 1s ſuch, as quire 
excludes che greater parr of Men, by the De- 


a. 


* His firſt Wife was Denghtey to D, Culverwel, @ Bourdeaux 
Merchant ; but an Engliſh Man and 4 Londoner. His ſecond 
was Dy, Fenner's Widow: That Fenner that 4id ſo violently op- 
Þiſe the Eccleſioſtical Volity of England, and for thai reaſon gunied 
ible Miniſtry, 
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ſign of God and Chriſt, from ſufficient Grace, 
and Chriſt's Redemption : And as if this O- 
pinion were nor perfect, if it related only ro 
the corrupted Maſs or Body of Men, he was 
reſolved ro advance and carry it further, to an 
uncorrupted Maſs: And upon this account 
blamed Sr. Auſtin becauſe he ſaid, That the 
Reaſon of Predeſt ination was ſought for and nat 
found; but the Reaſon of Reprobation was ſoupht 
for and found too. But Whitaker maintaincd, 
that the Reprobation which was paſſed upon 
the Maſs not yet corrupted, was nor purely ne- 
garive, bur did include an Affirmation ; for, 
lays he, this is the Decree and Will of God, 
whereby ſo many Men run imo eternal Mi- 
ſeries. 

Bur Peter Baron having perhaps before con- 
fdered this Matter, and was now, wirhout 
doubr, moved by theſe Paradoxes of Hh:taker, 
to ſearch more diligently into all the Parts of 
this Argument, did art laſt, amongſt the great 
variety of Opinions, conclude, that: none was 
more. probable, than that which Mz/1n#thon 
defended in Germany, Hemmingins in Denmark, 
and Snecanus.in Friſeland, vis. They placed a 
foreknowledge of Faith, in order before Pre- 
deſtination; as the ancient Farhers, before 
St. Auſtin, did underſtand and teach ; as allo 
did St. Auſtin himſelf, before he contended 
with Pelapins; and for this they bring the 
Teſtimony of the Fathers themſelyes, and Bea 
confefling the fame thing. | 


After the Controverſfe of Predeftination, 


followed rwo-others (if yer we may call thole 
Two, where one is the neceſſary conſequence 


of the other, )) 1, Concerning a Falling-off 


trom 
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from Grace. 2. Of rhe Certainry and Security 
of Salvation. Baron maintained thar Faith aud 
juſtifying Grace may ſometimes be loft; "This 
Whitaker denied : The one allowed a Cer= 
rainty of Hope, the other a Certainty of Fairh, 
and that an abſolute, and nor a conditional 
Certainty: This Opinion Barox particularly 
maintained in his Lectures upon the Prophet 
Jonas. 

When rhe Diſpute of the Two Profeflors 
had for a long time, as 1s ulual, divided the 
Young Men into Parties, 7/-:taker ar length 
takes a Journey ro London, and goes ſtrair ro 
the Arch-biſhop of Canterbury, giving him no- 
tice, thar rhe Univerſity was corrupted with 
the Pelagian Doctrine ; and unlels tome ſtop 
was pur to it in rime, this would come to an 
open Quarrel : Neither could he ſce any ber- 
ter Remedy ar preſent, than thar rhe Nine Po- 
firions which he had drawn np, after rhe per- 
ulal and approbation of tome eminent and 
learned Men, ſhould be ſent immediately ro 
Cambridpe. 

Now the Pofitions were wrote in ſuch a 
manner, that one may eably diſcern the sk1l- 
tulneſs of the Man, in that nice and exquiſite 
'turn of the Words, which for Peace {ake would 
not be diſapproved of even by ſuch as did nor 
a little difſent from him. A meeting of Pre- 
lates and Divines was then appointed (not a 
yu number) in Nov. 15935. And becaute in 
uch a perplexr Argument as this was, the fame 
Words and Things did nor pleate every body 
there were Ditputarions for lome time. On the 
laſt Day, it happcned that one or two who dil- 
agrecd moſt trom /#7icaker's Opinion, were 

F ablene, 
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abſenr,and fo the others prevailed. Now Arch- 
biſhop Y-1rgift, thar was the Head of thar 
Meeting, altho* he did nor ar all approve of 
Woitaker's Articles ; yet thro' eaſrels and a 
fear of Diſagreement, fince he could nor make 
gocd his own Opinion, himiclf became the 
Surery and Parron of Another's. However, 
the Afſ-rcions of M/,itaker were not approved 
of in the tame Words wherein he had propoſed 
them; bur ſome of the Words and Phraſes 
wereloaltcr'd, that one may eaſily di\cern their 
Judgmenr did nor altogerher agree with his. 
T eſe Poſirions were tent ro Cambridoe, and 
IWiitaker, in the mcan time, boatting of the 
Victory thar he had fo eaſily gained withour 
* Burleigh, Chan. AN Adveriary, mcers with a 
cellor of the Uai- * Man that had the chict Au- 
verſity. thoriry in the Kingdom, one of 
the Queen's Privy Council, ro whom alſo be- 
longed a peculiar Care and Regard for the U- 
niverfity ; and ro him he declares all thar had 
been done in the laſt Meeting, and ſows him 
the very Articles, as they were appraygd of 
by the Biſhops : Bur thar Great Man ({uch was 


his Wiſdom) eaſily underſtanding ghar Deter- 


minations in ſuch Controverted Points were 
dangerous, extreamly diiapproved of the whole 
Marrer. and (aid. that ke would make the Au- 
thors thercof repent of what they had done: 
And he was as good as bis Word ; for he went 
ev the Queen, and took occation to lay before 
Her, in a grave Oration ; © How thar in ſuch 
* things asdid appertain to the State of Religt- 
* on, no body could, by the Laws of England 
* determine any thing, but by the Authority of 
* the Queen, and that too with the gy of 

' Far-* 


il. 
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Parliament. And this was a wiſe Inſtitution; 


for there is generally a furious Zeal of Reli- 
ru : - : "R. EE 7 
«gion 1f Me-ns Minds, which, when 1t 1s once 


' raiſed, makes them eaſily run into Parties , 


and Factions : Bur now here are a few Di- 
. vines, thar have dared ro make Decrees and 

Dererminations concerning rhe moſt impor=- 
"rant Queſtions, which Learned Men for ma- 
*ny Ages tince could never yer agree abour. 
© Bur ir is eafie ro ſee whar rthele Men aimed 
far; Whilſt rhey think and reach, That what= 
* ſoever is done in human Aﬀairs, be ir good 
* or bad, 'ris all bound up by the Law of an 
© vnalterable Decres ; and rhat even the Wills 
* of Men has thr neceſſity impoled upon rhem, 
* that they are nor able ro Will and Deſire any 
t other\rite, than as they do alwavs Will and 
© Defire. Which. ſays he, if it be rrue (moſt 
© Gracious Sovereign ) ro whar purpoſe 1s ir, 
* that I. and rhe r-{t of Your Majeity's Faithful 


* Miniſters do bviie our (elves abour any thing, 


*or rake any meaſures that may be of uſe ro 


*You, and the Kingdom's Gocd ; whereas 
all Conſultations abour ſuch rhing as neceſſu= 
* ri; come to pals, were abſolutely fooliſh and 
* ridiculous. The Queen, being very much 
moved at this, commands the Archbithop ro 
be fent for, and (with a ſmiling Counrenance, 
mix'd with Majeity) rold him, - 1 hear, ſays 
ſhe, you are heaping up great FVealth, and I ſup= 
poſe you have a mind to make me rich, The 
Archbiſhop, not knowing whar the Queen 
meant by tuch an unexpected Speech, antwer- 
ed, My Riches are not over great, but ſuch as 
they are, Madam, they are yours. But, ſays the 
Queen, you now think you make me a Comple- 

| Fl ment ; 
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ment ; whereas what you now offer me is mine al- 
ready by the Laws of the Land, for you are fallen 
into a*Pr.cmmnire : and then ſhe began ro debate 
abour the Afſerriors at Lambeth, The Archbi. 
ſhop at length diſcerning whar theQuee:n meant, 
it was, fays he, neither mine nor the Aſſembly's 
Intention to determine any thing without Publick 
Authority, or of our ſelves to mahe Canons ; but it 
was only to interpoſe, for Peace ſake, between the 
two Profeſſors, that no private Quarrels might 
break out into publick Miſchief. There were then 
p:-{ent ſome of the Queen's Counſellors, that 
did lay this Matter very hard upon Archbiſhop 
Whitgift, and told him, That the very Aﬀem- 
bly was illegal, inaſmuch as it was called with- 
out the Queen's Knowledge ; and that they 
mighr have conſulted the Peace of the Church 
much better, if they had kepr their Opinions 
to themſelves. Bur to what purpoſe were the 
Afſertions of the Biſhops ſent ro Cambridge, but 
that they might have ſome reſemblance of a 
Canon ? And had it been ſuch a rroubleſome 
thing once to have gone and acquaintcd the 
Queen with a Buſineſs that was diſputed of for 
to many Days? And then they fell upon the 
Queſtion concerning Fare, and vehemently de- 
bared it as a Poſition, that neither countenanced 
Vertue, nor the Common-wealth. The thing 
at laſt ended thus, Thar the Archbiſhop ſhould 
beg Pardon for what had been done fo unad- 
viſedly, and ſould promite ro write to Cam- 


* 4 Premunire #s an ancient Law of England, ejtublaſhed, 
as "tis thought, by Richard Il. which forbids Eccleſiaſtics to aſſume 
ro themſelves more Authority than 14 due Tv them by the Laws of 
this Land z with this Pumſhmert, that whaſcever Offends ſhall be 
ſent te Priſon during the King's Pleaſnre, and his Goeds Confy* 


bridge 
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bridge to hinder theſe Lamvern Artois (from 
being any further publiſhed or ſprea«! abroad; 
which alſo he did : Bur a long while after, as 
ir ſeems, there was a_Copy found 2mongft 
Wnitaker's Papers, whereby ar lengrh rius 
Work was made publick againſt rhe conſent 
of the Aurhors. 

After theſe Articles were made, B10 cone 
tinued borh in his Profeflorſhip, and in his O- 
pinion; bur 77-hitaker died a few days after 
the Aſſembly ar Lambeth, Ar length, Baron 
( his Three Years being our ; for, by the way, 
according ro the ancient Inftirutiun, the Pro- 
fefſurs were to continue in that Lecture bur 
Three Years) quitted his Office, and retired 
to his privace Studies. 

Afrer thete two, between whom the Con- 
tention aroſe, Dr. Fobr: Overal, a moſt I carn- 
ed Man, was made Rezius Profefor : He fol- 
lowed rhar way of ipeaking, which deter= 
mines, T har ſufcient Grace is oftered ro eve=- 
ry Man, and that Chriſt dicd tor All. Inevery 
good thing, Grace does operate frſt, and then 
in rhe next place, Free-W1ill 1nformed and 
actuared by Grace; Bur thar Grace does 0- 
perate 11 an unexpretifivie manner, and that 
not by binding vp Me: after a natural way, 
to particular Actions neither. Tha: juſtifying 
Grace 1s nor conliftent with deadly Sins betore 
aQtaal Repenrance. 

As to that obicure Cunmroverfic about Pre- 
deſtination, he behaved himſelt io, as to con- 
demn ncither-the former, nor the latter Opi=- 
nion of St. Auſtin ; as thinking there was no 
great matrer of difterence between them ; 
epecially ſince Sr. 4rftin hiinſelf has ſaid, 
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(afrer the Diſpure aroſe betwixr him and Pe- 
[47ius) that he had the fame Thoughts then, 
as he formerly had when he oppoſed the Mas 
nich2t4s; and rhar now he had nor fo much 
changed his Opinion, as his way of Speaking. 

W har happen'd afterwards, under the Reign 
of King F mes the Firſt, An..1603. may be 
ſeen in Dr. Blows Book publilled abour 
thar Marrer. For rhere Dr. Reynolds, with 
the reſt that oppoicd the Biſhops , amongſt 
other things, which they thought did mightily 
tend ro the puri:y of the Church of England, 
they requeſted rhis allo, thar the Lamveth Ar- 
ticles might be pur into the Confeſſicn. Bur 
King Fames Wwouid not ' grant their Requeſt, 
thinking that ſuch fort of - Definitions did nor 
tend co the Peace of the Church. 


The Articles of Predeſtination, and the Heads 
adjuyning propoſed at Lambeth, by 
Dr. Whitaker. 


Y 


I FYOD has from all Frernity predeſtinated 
ſrme to Life, and reprobated tome to 


not a Fore'iighr of Faith, or Perſeverance, or 
good Works, or of any orher thing rhat is in the 
Perfon predeſtinated ; but it 15 the ole, abſolute, 
and ſimple Will of God. 

HI. Of thoſe that are Preleſtinarcd, there is a 
dererminate and certain Number, which can 


IV. Thoufe 


neither be increaſed nor dunuuthed, 


t—__. a——_— co wma —_—_ Y 


Lambeth Articles. 103 


IV. Thoſe who are not predeſtinated ro Sal- 
vation, ſhall of neceiſiry be condemned for their 
S1ns. | 

V. A rrue, lively, and ju ifying Faith, and 
the ſanctifying Spirit of God 15s neither extin=- 
guiſhed nor lolt, nor does it depart from thote 
that have been once partakers of it, either to- 
tally or finally. 

VI. A truly faithful Man; that is, one that 
is indued with juſtifying Faith, is certain with 
a certainty of Faith, of the forgiveneſs of his 
Sins, and of his eternal Salvation by Chriſt. 

VII. Grace ſufficient to Salvation is not af- 
forded, communicated, or granted ro ail Men, 
whereby they may be ſaved if they will. 

VII. No Man can come to Chriſt, unleſs it 
be given him, and unleſs the Father draw him; 
and all Men are nor ſo drawn by the Father, that 
they may come to the Son. 

IX. Ir is not pur in the Will or Power of eve- 
ry Man to be ſaved. 


All theſe Propoſitions are either plainly inſer- 
ted in the Book of Articles, and were always 
approved of in our Church ; or elſe th:y may 
by a necellary Conſequence be drawn and col- 
lected trom the Articles. 
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| The Ar ricles propoſed 
at I.ambeth, as 
they were drawn 
up by the Reverend 
Dr. Whitaker, in 
his own Hand wri- 
ting, and preſented 
zo the Biſhops, and 
other Divines, at 


Lambeth. 
T. 
OD has from all 
Erernity predeſti» 
nated ſoine to = and 
seprobuted ſome to 
Death. 
TI. 


The efficient Canſe 
of Predeſtinaticn is ner 
a foreltighr of iaith, or 
Ferfeverance, or g00d 
Works, or of any other 
thing that 1s in the 
Perions predeftinated 
but it is the ſole, ab. 
iojure, and {imple WW 31] 
of Go. 


The Hiftcry of the 


The Articles propoſed 
at Lambeth, as 
they were drawn 
up by the Biſhops, 
and other Divines, 


and of the ſenſe 


wherein they were 
admitted and ap- 
proved of. 


I. 
Hts Article was ad- 
mitted in the {ſame 
words ; for if by the 
firſt [ſome} be meant 
Believers, and by the 
ſecond [tome] Unbe- 
lievers : Here 1s nooc- 
caſion of Contenrtion, 
bur it 15 a very true 
Articje. 
II. 


hz moving or ef- 
hint Cauſe of Pre- 
d-itinztion ro Life 1s 
not a foretiehr of Faith, 
or Perſeverance, or 
Gocd Works, or of any 
other thing that 1s in 
the Perſons Predeſtina- 
red; bur it 15 the fole 
Will of God thar 1s 
we!l pleaſed; 


In 
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In this ſecond Article there was added by the 
Lambeth Divines, r. [moving,] 2. [to Life,] 
3- The ſole, abſolute, and (imple Will of Gd, 1s 
changed into, The ſole Will of Ged that 1 well 
pleaſed, and that not without good reaſon : For 
the moving Cauſe of Predeſtination to Life 1s 
not Faith, bur the Merit of Chriſt ; ſince God 
deſigned Salvation tor thoſe that are to be ſaved, 
not for their Faith, but for the ſake of Chrift, 
The word [moving] agrees properly to Merit, 
and Merit is in the Obedience of Chriſt, and not 
in our Faith, Theſe words [to Life] are added ; 
becauſe altho a foreſight of Infidelity and Im- 
penitency be the Cauſe of Predeſtination ro 
Death, and ſo likewiſe of any thing elſe which 
1s in the Perfons predeſtinated to Death ; yer 
there 15 no Cauſe of Predeſtination to Lite, bur 
the ſole Grood- Will and Pieature of God, accor- 
ding ro that of St. Aufin. The Cauſe of Pre- 
deſtination 1s ſought for and nor found, bur rhe 
Cauſe of Reprobation 15 fought for and tound 
too. | The ablolute and Gmple Willof God } 
ſgmfies ſomething more than the fole Will of 
God that 1s well-vleaſed : For the Will of God 
well-pleafed is Conditional : God would have 
us to do well, if we woull not be wanting to 
his Grace ; and it has pleaſed God to fave all 
Men, if they would believe. 

HI. FL. 

Of thoſe that are In this Article rhcre 
Predeſtinated , there is is nothing changed ; 
a determinate and cer= for 4t is moſt rrue, 2710 


tain number, which be underſtood ©: +4 
can neituer be increa*» Fore-knowledge ©: ho 
ſed nor dinunihed. winch 1s gver decer- 


ved ; for nenthes mus 
nor fewer can be faves, 
than thoule whom Gud 
_ aid foreknow- 
Þ 5$ 


Thule 


106 The H ſtory of the 
IV. 
Thoſe who are not predeſtinated to Salvation, 
ſhall of necefliry be condemned tor their 
Sins, , 


In this Article there is nothing changed, for 


It 15 moſt rrue, God having determined not to- 


forgive Sins, but to ſuch as believe : But it you 
would fo interpret this and the tormer Articlz, 
as by a neceflary Contequence to deduce from 
Predeſtination ir ſelf, both the Sin and the Dams 
nation, and imagine that it proceeds from 
thence, you would plainly contraditt St. Auſtin, 
St. Proſper, and Fulgentius ; and, with the Ma- 
nicheans, unavoidably make God ro be the Au- 
thor of Sin, 


V. 

A true, lively, and 
juſtify!ng Faith, and 
the ſan{titying Sparit of 
God, 1s neither extin- 
euithed nor loſt, nor 
does ir depart from 
thoſe that have been 
once Parrakers of it, 
either totally or finally. 


V. 

A true, lively, and 
juſtifying Faith, and 
rhe fanctifying Spirit 
of God, 1s neither ex- 
tingurſhed nor loſt, nor 
does 1t depart from the 
Ele&t, either totally or 
tinally. 


In Whit aker's own Manuſcript, the words are, 

[ thoſe thar have been once Partakers of it] in- 
{tead of which, the Lambeth Divines pur | the 
EJ-&t} quite in anorher Senſe, and according 
to St. Auſtin's Sentiments ; whereas in the Ma- 
nuſcript they are according to Caluin's Qpini- 
on. For St. Auflin was of Onion, That a 
true Faith, which woiketh by Love, and thro? 
which- did proceed A..<, tion, Jultificiti- :, and 
LanCtification, might fay and be luit too. __ 
| aith 
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Faith was a Gift that was common both to the 
Elect and Reprobvate; bur Perſeverance was pe» 
cultir only ro the Ele&t. Burt Calvin's Opinion 
was, Ihit a true and juſtifying Faith is to be 
found no where bur in the Elect, and thoſe that 
are to be ſaved. The eminent Dr. Overal like- 
wife defended both in the Univerſity, and at 
tne Meeting at Hampton Court ; Thar a Juſtt- 
fyed Perton, if he fall into grievous Sins, be- 
fore actual Repentance, is in a State of Damna- 
tion : And thoſe likewiſe the contrary Opinion, 
which would bear us in Hand ; That a Juftitied ' 
Perſon, tho' he fall into grievous Sins, does yet 
remain Juſtified, was condemned by the King's 


M:jeity. 
is wholly approved of. 


VI. 

A true faithful Man, 
that is, one that is in- 
dued with juſilifying 
Faith, is certain with a 
certainty of Faith, of 
the Forgiveneſs of his 
vins, and of eternal 
Salvation by Chriſt. 


So in this Article Whitaker's Opinion 


VL 

A true, faithful Man, 
that is, one that 1s 1n- 
duced with juſtifying 
Faith, 1s certain with a 
Plerophory, or full Af- 
ſurance of Fait!1, of the 
Forgivenets of 11s Sins, 
and of his eternal Sale 
vation by Chritt. 


There 1s nothing here changed ; except th t 
for [Certainty] the Greek word [Plerophory] is 
ut : Now fome of rhe Divines would have had 
Plerophory, or full Afﬀſurance of Hope put in 
the place of [Plerophory of Faith} ; but the ab- 
fence of ſome of them, whilit the Buitnuts was 
tranſatting, cauled the word [Faich] to remain 


as Whitaker had wrote 1t. 
word [Plrophory} becauſe it do2s norL 


of the 


Now they mite ufe 


denote a full an: abtolute Cerraitinry 3 fuch as 15 
that Of Science, or the Friaclples of un, 


(:ince 
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( lince Faith relates to ſuch things as have Evi- 
dence and certain Knowledge on their tide); but 
only a leſs degree of Certainty, fuch as 1s ad- 
mitced in Judicial and Court-Proofs. 

Tlys Article 1s very true, if you underſtand 
ir of the Certaintv of the pretent State, nay, or 
of a future Stare, provided ir be a Conditional 
Certainty. For the Faithful believes, that he 
has Faith, and he believes, thar a Believer ſhall 
be ſaved ; He believes alſo, that he fhall perſe- 
vere ; but this, not altogether with one and 
the ſame Certainty : Becauſe this C:rtainty de- 
pends partly upon the Promiſes of God, who 
does not tuffer us to be tempted above our 
Strength; ani] partly, upon the ſincerity of a 
a pi0us Reſolution of obeying tie Command- 
ments . of God in Holinels, tor the time to 
COINe. 

Otherwiſe if the Article ſhould bear rhis 
jeni!e; That a Man ovght to believe, T hart he 
1141] be favei, or 1s elect, with the fame Cer- 
runty as he believes, tnet Chriſt died, and 15 the 
y2Viour of the World, this Aﬀertion would 
plainly contruuit the Ccizfe lon of King Edward ; 
um which may be read, Tho: the Decree of Predeſti- 

natiom i unknown : And that cf 
De Civ, Dci. Ste. Auſtin ; Preacſiination with us, 
I it. 4. Cap. 12, m/:!ft we are in the preſent Dangers 
| : of Life, 15 Uncertain : And in a- 
nother place, 7h: Juft, a!rho' they are certain of 
the Reward of their Perſeverance, yet muſt own 
themſclues uncertain of Perſeverance it ſelf. 


VII. VII. 

Grace fi.{licient to Saving Grace is not 
valyaricn 15 not attord> aftirded, communica= 
ed, communicated, or ted, or granted to all 
granted to all Iicn, Men,whereby they may 
whereby rhey may be ' be ſaved if they will: 
ſaved if they will, The 
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The Aſſembly have altered [Grace ſufficient 
to Salvation | which was in Mhritaker's own 
Manuſcript, and pur | faving Grace | in the 
room ; thar it might plainly appear, that they 
{poke of that Grace, which 1s finally ſaving, or 
aCtually efficacious, or fuch as of it felf, without 
the addition of any new Grace, worketh Salva- 
tion. Now this is not afforded, nor ſo much as 
oftered to All Men, lince there are vary many, 
ſuch as Pagans, &c. to whom the Goſpel has 
not been preached, either by an inward or a; 
outward Call. Therefore thoſe words, | where- 
by they may be ſaved if they will] are to be un- 
derſtood of the next and immediare Power; for 
if they be underſtood of a remoter Power ; the 
words [ſufficient Grace] were brought in ro no 
puryole ; and zhat is wont to be call'd Suthci- 
ent, ( not which is efficacious, and does of it 
ſelf aQtually work Salvation) but which 1s ſufh- 
cient ro lead a Man 'to Salvation, provided he 
do not himſelf pur a ſtop to it : And this was 
the Opinion both of St. Auſtin and Proſper, who 
ſy, That Grace was at leaſt mare ſparingly, and 
240re ſecretly given to All, tho" there be ſufficieat for 
4 Remedy : Whence Fulgentius, That ſome are not 
aſſiſted by the Grace of God, muſt be attributcd ts 
themſelves, and not ty God. | 


VIIL. 

No Man can come tro Chriſt, unleſs ir be 
given him, and unleſs the Farher draw him; 
And all Men are not ſo drawn by the Father, 
that they may come to the Son. 


In this Article there is nothing changed ; for 
all Men are nor drawn by the utmoſt degree of 
Force and Perſwalion : Burt he that denies, thar 
all Men are drawn by a reinoter force, takes a- 
way that general Ailiſtance, or common Aid, 

Wlich, 
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which, as Sr. Proſper ſaith, rouſes the F-arts and 
Aﬀections of all Men. Now tits force or draws 
ing, the Lambeth Divines did not, with 1: aker, 
underſtand to be a phyſical, irretiltible Derer- 
mination ; but a Divine Operation, ſuch as is 
commonly wrought in the Convertion of Men, 
which does not rake away the free Nature of 
the Will ; bur firſt makes it fit for a Sp iricual 
Good, yin order to its being made Gool ic {elf. 


IX. 
It is not put in the Will or Power of every 
Man to be ſaved. 


In this alſo rhere is nothing changed; for it is 
moſt true, rhat our Salvation is primarily ( not 
in our telves, bur) from a preventing, moving, 
co-operating, and encouraging Grace 1n every 
Good Work ; and ſecondarily, from the Judg- 
ment and Will of Man contenting and agree- 
inz thereto. Thner2 can be nv power of the 
Will towards a ipiritval Good, unlefs Grace not 
only take away the Impediuments, bur furniſh it 
with ſtrength roo. It 1s not therefore placed in 
the Will chieflv and firſt of all; nay, in no 
fort is it placed in the Will, that any Man, 
whenſoever he pleates, m*y atrain Salvarion : 
Bur that there is ſomerimes a fort of Power in 
the Will jubordinate and agreeable to Grace, no 
body will deny, ri12t has any regard to Sr. Auſtin, 
Whiift we hav. (3.7, fays he, whilſt it is in our 
Power to as Gro Works; Ad in another place, 
ſpeaking of the Pun:fhaear of Hell; There is a 
greater thing, fays ie, whicn you 01gnt 10 fear, and 
which you have in your 9:0u pI. #0 prevent coming 
rpon ou. 


The 
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The fudgment of the moſt Reverend, and 
Learned Father in God, Lancelot Bi- 
ſhop of Wincheſter (ho himſelf had a 
great part in the Affair) concerning the Ar- 
ticles that were offered to the Aſſembly at 


Lambech Dr. Whitaker. 


HE Four firſt Articles are about Predeſtina- 
tion and Reprobation : The one is called 

by the Apoſtle. 'Q PaIJGC> ! The Depth of the Riches 
of the Wiſdom and Knowledge of Go! ! Rom. 11. 33, 
the other by rhe Prophet, 4 great Dcep, Pjal. 36.6. 
E in truth ingenuouſly confeſs, char I have fol- 
lowed Str. Auſtin's Advice, Sucl1 Myſteries as I 
cannot unfold ro admire them as they are can« 
cealed : And therefore for thele Sixteen Years, 
ever {ince I was made Prieſt, I have neither pub- 
hickly nor privately diſpured abour them, or 
medled with them in my Sermons : And even 
now I had much rather hear than ſpeak: of them 
my felf. And indeed, tince the Place ir ſelf is 
doubtful, and has on both fides dangerous Preci- 
pices - Since lome of rhe Texts of St. Pa: (from 
whence commonly theſe Opinions are drawn) 
are tO be reckoned (as Sr. P/ter 0blerves) amongit 
the Augyonre, / vgs kard to be underſiood: And 
ſince rhere are no many amongſt the Clergy, 
who are able (+ 7 nage fuch Mitrers with that 
Nicenets ant Dexrerity as they ought, and few 
among the People, thit ore Fr 1nd proper Hear- 
ers of ch things, I ſhould adviſe (if it were 
poſfiblu) thor nothing might be faid on either 
fide ahve it, ther this Diſpute might not every 
whe:e be fo rathiy 21) vt ifully managed, as it 
is wort to be. It wri:ld be co much berter Purs 
po:e to teach our Piuple plainly the way to Sal- 
Vation 
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vation in things manifeſtly relating to a Holy 
and a well-govern'd Life, than ro rrouble their 
Heads with the Secrets of Providence, and the 
hidden things of Grd ; whereas an over-curious 
Inquiry into thete things does but turn Peoples 
Heads, and make them break out into Enthufi 
aſtick Frenſtes, and ſcarce ever tend ro the Edif;- 
cation of ſtrait and narrow Diſpolitionss Hows- 
ever, being asked to give my Opinion concern- 
ing theſe Articles, (and that by your Lordſhip 
roo ; whom it 15 my Duty to obzy) I anſwer 
thus in ſhort. 


To the Firfl, wkitein Pred:ſtination is aſſcrted. 


Thar God in his Frernal (whether you will call 
it Fore-knowled ze or) Knowledge, whereby he ſees 
rbings which are wot, as though they were, has pres 
deſtinated ſome,and reprobated others,is(I think) 
w.thourt all manner of doutkr. The Words of 
Scriprure are [TE #&4T&{0Ans K35 ps] before the Forn- 
aation of the World ; i. e. God has choſen us from 
all Egernity ; 2nd when he had choſen, did pre- 
deſtinate us, Ep. £- 4, 5. Now it was out of the 
World that he hath choſen us, John 15. 19. . And 
therefore he has not choſen A Men in the 
World, but only Sozze ; otherwite it could not 
be called E!:di0nu ; Bur then thoſe whom he hath 
not choſen, tuppoling him to approve of his 
Choice (as the Nature of Election bears) he hath 
reprobared :. And for this the Scriprure ule the 
Words [aro cer] i caſt away, Rom. 11. 2. and 
[aTod or yaler) to riett, or reprobate, Heb. 12. 
15. There jcems to be almult the ſame Reaſon 
for Reprobarion as for EleCtion, for one as for 
the other : And if this do not appear plain &- 
nouyh, I wound add, That ſome are predeſtina- 
ted one way, namely by Chriſt ; and others are 
repiobared another, namely tor their Sins. 
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To the Second Article, wherein the Cauſe of Predeſti» 
nation is explained. 


The Word of God by the Prophet is moſt true, 
Tnat iz me only z# thy Help ; i.e, Help 1s to be 
had from none but me ; and from me you can 
have nothing elſe bur Help : As alfo that of rhe 
Apoſtle : Who is it, that maketh thee to differ from 
anther ? i. e. from God alone we have whatſoe- 
ver makes us to differ from others. But yet con-\ 
cerning that Expreflion [:he ſole good will and Pleas 
ſure of God] it may be asked, 1. Whether it in- 
cludes, or excludes Chriſt ; 7. e- whether the A& 
of Predeſtinating be an abſolute or a relative 
AQﬀt. As to my ſelf, I think it to be relative ; 
and that there is no good Pleaſure of God ro- 
wards Men, but by his Son, in whom he is 
welt pleaſed ; nor that any one is predeſtinated, 
either before, or withour the DireCton and Ap- 
probation of Chriſt. But (as the Scripture has 
ir) Chriſt was firſt fore-known, 1 Pet» 1. 2. and 
then we in him, Rom. 8. 29, Chriſt was firſt pre- 
deſtinated, Rom. 1. 4. and rhen we by him, Eph. ' 
1.5. Now we are not (as ſome 1magine) inthe 
fclt place ele&ed, and Chriſt afrerwards, and for 
our Sakes : For ir were impoſſible for us ro be 
predeſtinared into the Adoption of Sons, bur 
by a natural Son , ns:zher could we be predeſtinated 
tobe ceuformable to the Tinrge of his San (as the 
Scripture ſpeaks) unleſs the Son were fir{t appoin- 
ted, ro whoſe Image we ar2 to be conformed. 
Wherefore to this Article likewite I would choofe 
to add [The good Pleature of God in Chriſt ] 

And tha 1n the ſecond Place, it may be ask- 
edlikewi.:, whether [rhis fole Will and good 
Pleature| includes or excludes the Fore-know- 
lelge of God 7 I can by no means think that 
thelz T'wo things, | viz. to fore-know, and to [r:- 

doiliny £1 
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aeſtinate] are to be ſenarared, bur we ſhould ra» 
ther (as the Apoſtles do) joyn them toge- 
ther : But in this neither dare I give my Opini- 
on raſhly, or condema the Fathers, who almoff 
All do aflert, rhat we are both elected and prede- 
ſtinated according to a Faith foreſeen ; which 
allo Beza himſelf confeſſes, fay- 
ins, That the Fathers are by na 
means in this Matter to be regarded 
who refer it nll to a Fireſiaht, In which notwith- 
ſanding, I ſhould think, that they ſpoke rather 
concerning the Series and Order that God made 
ule of in the Act of Predeſtination, than of the 
real Cauſe of it : Which Order ſome difpoſe one 
way, and ſome another, according to their dif- 
ferent Apprehenſions. Burt the Fathers ſeem to 
me to have thought thus ; That there*was no E- 
lettion but what was diſpoſed in this following 
manner. 1. That God Joveth Chriſt, and then 
Joves us in Chriſt;as alſo the Apoſtle ſays,Eph. 1.6 
That God hath accepted us in the Beloved, 2. Thoſe 
that are thus accepted, he does endue with Grace 
and Faith, 3. Thoſe that are ſo endued, and 
thereby diſtinguiſhed from the reſt he does elett : 
And, 4. The Ele& he does pred?ſtinare. 
- Moſt certainly rhe Nature of Election ſuppo- 
ſes, that there is ſome Difference berwixr him 
that is elected, and him thar is reje&ed. $o Oc- 
cumenius has it from the Opinion of the Greek 
Fathers , Cpraking roucerning Elcc3ion, 
Page 323, he his th:wn, that they ai {ir from one 
ancii'r: fur no body chooj:; one from a* 


pom T1cf Rom, 
ver, 2, Edit. 2, 


nother, exropt there bs a difference betweon thim. I0 + 


likewite Sr. A«jtin | ad Simpl. 1, 2 | Election does 
nor precede Juſtificarion (namely foreſeen) but 
Juſtiticarion precedes Election : For v0 body 1$ 
ele&ed, unleis he be already at {cine diftance 
from him that 1s rejected ; whence 1s that Say- 
ing, Thar God hath choſcn us before the Founaa!10n 
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| ef rhe World : Bur I do not ſee how that can be 


ſaid, but by a Fore-knowledge. 

And thus alto the School-men. Predeſtination 
(faith Tho, Aqu.) pre-ſnppoſes Ele- end 
Hion, aud Ele&ion Love ; Namely, Tim. Prima, 
firſt God made them fit ro be cho- E225 +: 
ſen, and then he choſe them ; he loved them, 
thar he mighr give, and he loved what he gave. 
And this likewiſe ſcems to be the Opinion of 
the moſt Reverend Archbiſhop 'of York, whoſe 
Words are theſe : What was it that God loved 411 
Jacob from a!l Eternity, when he had as yet done no 
Good ? without doubt it was ſomething of his own, 
that he wa, about to give him. It is plain the A- 
poſtle does not fear to joyn together | 
in this Bufineſs [/:i own Purpoſe] and = Tim, 1. 9. 
[Grace g.vn] and that from all E- 
ternity ; whereas that Grace given could not be 
but in Fore-knowledge ; that is, with the Erer- 
nal Purpoſe of God,who foreſaw thar very Grace, 
which he would give before the beginning of the 
World. 

Nor do TI think there is any Inconvenience fol- 
lows from hence, That God ſhould ſo chooſe ta 
beſtow his Gifes in us. as to crown us with what 
he gives ; Namely, What by firſt loving us he 
gave, with the ſame, after it was fo given, he 
did ele& us : So that Love, which is an AC of 
Grace, whereby God makes a d:fference, as well 
as Election, which is an AC of Judgmenr, where- 
by he chootes thole that are fo ditkinguithed, arz 
both prefers cd. And thus Elettion will remain. 

For thr Order which the Moderns make ule 
of, perfeAly takes away all Election, whereby 
God is made ro deal with Men, contidered under 
no Circumitinces, nor any way diltnguihed by 
bis Gifts, bur by a firit and ablſolure At, at one 
and the fame tine to predettinate !ome to Salvas 
ton, and others to everlaſting De{truction : At- 

cer 
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te: ſich a Decree as this, T do not underſtand 
what roomthere can be for Elettion, or how that 
Decree it ſelf can be called Ele#7on. 

But this whole Queſtion (as I have ſaid) is ra- 
ther concerning the Order, in which God pro- 
ceeds according to our Capacity, who know only in 
part, than of rhe Cauſe of ir, as to the A it 
ſelf, which is one, and that moſt ſimple, in God. 
Or if it be abour rhe Cauſe, it muſt not be un- 
derſtood, of the Cauſe of a firſt and abfolute 
AQ, but cf the Cauſe'in reſpeCt to its entire Ef- 
fe& (as they ſpeak) in Predeſtination. 

It is ask'd again, Whether this be an integral 
AQ (according to our Conception) conſiſting of 
various Attions, or whether 1t be that one ſingle 
Att only ? And if there be many and various 
ones, What is the Order and Series of them ? 
Predeſtination (which muſt be joyned with Fore- 
knowledge) ſuppoſes likewiſe good Works (Sr. 
Auſtin of Predeſtination of the Saints, cp. ro.) 
The Ele&, before rhe Foundation of the IWirla, are un- 
der that Predeſlinatien, whereby Ged fore-Krows his 
own Fatts that ar? to com?, chap. 17. Again, Dare 
* any one ſay,that God dors not fore-know *50/2 to whom 
he wil grant Faith to believe e (Of Perſeverance 
14.) Again, Thercfore 61: /10mſoever Go beſtows his 
Gifts, withont dovhe he foro-bnew that be fhould bee 
flow them, and in is Fore-knowleage prepaven accords 
ingly, chap. 19. and fol. 23. If there be no ſuch 
Prodeſtination ns we d-fend, Mein are not fore-known 
by God, but they arc foreknown, &c. Theſe: [Gifts] 
therefore which the Church does, and always did, ak 
of God, thoſe God fore-knew that he ſhouli give to 
: hoſe that are called, as in Predeſtination it ſclf he 

had already given them. 


Ta 
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To the Third, concerning a certain Number, 


They are St. Auſtin's very Words : Chapter 3. 


The Number of thoſe who are predeſtina- ©< Cor. & 


ted, is ſo certain, that none can be added O* 


to, or tak-n away from them And fo ſaith St Am- 
broſe De Voc. lib. 2. cap. ult. The Forc-knowledge of 
God, which cannot be dzceived, has loſt nothing of the 
fulneſs of the Members of the Body of Chriſt ; neither 
by any Loſs can the great Things fore-known and pre- 
elefled from ail Etcrnity in Chriſt, be diminiſhed : 
For there « nothing ſo certain, as that the Knowledge 
of God is moſt ſure, and cannot be deceived ; for the 
Lord knoweth thoſe that are his. 


To the Fourth. 


He that is not found written in the Book of Life, 
(i.e. Predeſtinated) Jha be caft into the Lake of Fire, 
fays St. John, Rev. 20, Verſe the laſt, 7. e. ſhall 
be damned. And that he will be damned for 
his Sins, no body will deny ; and that neceffari- 
ly (if you will give me leaveto ſay ſo) not by 
an abſolute, but a conditional Neceſlity : Thatis, 
as the Article it ſelf explains it, becauſe of their 
Sins : Ir 1s becauſe they have ſinned, and not be- 
cauſe they are not predeſtinated. Though at the 
fame time I think we ought to avoid making uſe 
of the Terms [Neceſity] and [ Neceſſarily, which 
the Fathers and Schoolmen have carefully done, 
and to ſubſtitute in their room [Certainly] os 
{without doubr] for we muſt avoid, as much as 
4anay be, all new Terms and Phraſes. 


Pe Tre of oh 


To the Fifth, Concerning the hſing of Faith and the 
SPrit. | 


I ſuppoſe no body ever ſaid, That Faith may 
finally fail in thoſe that are eleCted ; for that to 
be ſure ir does nor. Bur thar it does not fail, 
is not, I think, from its own, but from the Na- 
cure of its Subjett ; from the Privilege of the Per- 
ſon, and not of the Thing : And this by reaſon 
of Apoſtates, who ought not to be blamed for fal- 
ling from that Faith, which was never true and 
lively. But now whether the Holy Ghoſt may nor 
for a time be tiken away, I think iris not yet 
decided, and I confets I am in fome doubt my 
ſelf. 

Concerning Faith, rhe Apoſtle ſays, Thou ſtand- 
eft Ly Faith; bs uot high-minaed, but fear ; otherwiſe 
thou alſo ſha!t be cut off: Would not this be an ico- 
nical Precepr, if he could not fall of ? There- 
fore con!ider theſe following Texts. 1. Beware 
lent ye alſo being led away with the Error of the 
Wicked, fall from your own ftelfaſtneſs, 2 Pet. 3:17. 
2. Take heed that ye fail nor of the Grace of 
God : Fer you that arc under the Law, are fall 
from Grace. Gal.5.4. J. Take not thy Hol; Spirit from 
me, Pſal. 51. 13. 4: Quench not the Spirit, Would 
not all rhefe be Ironical Preceprs and” Speeches, 
if we could 1n no fort fall of from the ſtedfaſtneſs 
of Faith, or from Grace, if the Holy Spirit could 
no way be quenched or raken from us ? Though at 
the ſame time I amaware of this too, that [ Faith 
camo? be totally oft] may be fo explained, as that 
wholly may relate ro time, and the Senſe will be 
this : Faith may be wholy loſt now, and yet. be 
recoverable hereafter. 


To 
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To 'tie Sixth, Concerning Certainty of Salvation, 


I am of Opinion, that with what Certainty 
any one 1s certain that he 1s truly faithful, or en- 
dued with Juſtifying Fairh, with the ſame is he 
certain of his Salvation by Chriſt. Now I think 
this ſhould be rather ſxid to be a full Aflurance of 
Hope (as the Apoſtle has, Heb. 6. 11. than of 
Faith : And if you will have it in one Word, I 
would call it Perſwa/im rather than Faith . For 
we cannot have the tame Certainty. of thote Pro- 
poſitions which are conditional, and require 
ſomething on our Part ro make them true ; 
ſuch as theſe, | He that believes calls upon God :] Or 
thus [!f you belicue you will call upon, God ;] as we 
have of thoſe which are nor conditiona), but are 
purely politive and dogmarical, as that [God #5 
Omnipotent.] Concerning the former, the Degree 
of Certainty 15 much leſs; and yet this fort of 
Faizh does not hefitite in dererm ning 1ts Af: 
ſent to one or other ſide of the Queſtion. 


To the Scvent bv, Concerning Communication of Grate, 


I do not think that Saving-Grace 1s beſtowed 
upon All ; bur ro All it is offered, inaſmuch as 
certain previous Diſpotitioas rowards it are not 
onlv offered, but even conferred upon All: And 
if Men were nct wanting to theſe themle!ves, 
even Saving-Grace it ſelf would follow. The 
Words | Aferi:d Communica: ed, Granted | if they 
be relative, and imply Reception, It 13 true that 
Grace 1s nor /o beſtowed : Bur if they do not in- 
clude any Relation, but that it is only offered on 
God's part, or thar God 1s ready at hand to grant 
and communicate it : In this Senſe I think it is 
communicated to All. Ir is therefore offered, 
and God is ready at Hand to beſtow it : But it lies 

art 


at Mens Doors that this Grace fo offered 1s not 
conferred : For Grace is not wanting to us, but 

we are wantingtoirt. St. Auſtin's 
De gen. Contr®. Words are : That Divine Light 
Manich. lid. 3- does not affet the Eyes of irra- 
gional Creatures, but the purificd Hearts of ſuch as 
believein God, and from the Love of Temporal and 
Senſible Things, converts them tothe Obedience of God, 
which ail ten are capable of receiving, if they will; 
becauſe that Light is common .to All, &C» 


To the Eighth. 


It istruly ſaid, thar no Man comes to the Son, 
unleſs he be drawn : And All are not drawn that 
they may come to the Son ; 7z. e. So drawn that 
they ſhall come : but then we muſt add this too, 
Thar the Cauſe why All, either are not drawn, 
or ſo drawnas to come to God, is the corrupted 
Will of Men themſelves, and not the Abſolute 
Will of God. 


To the Ninth. 


Ir is not placed either jn the Free-Will of a- 
ny One, unleſs redeemed by the Son ; or 1s it 
in the Power of any one, unleſs it be given him 
from above, to be ſaved. The Subje& of this 
Difpure is of fomerhing to come ; and every 
one as he ſtands affe&ted, or has a Mind, wreſts 
a Word to his own Opinion; and, if that be 
wanting, will ſupply it out of his own Senſe. 
ButT, as I have all along ſaid, fo even now 


would adviſe, that a faithful Silence might be-. 


enjoyn'd on both ſides. 

Ler thus much ſuffice to have been ſaid con» 
cerning Predeſtination and Reprobarion ; bur let 
it be fo underſtood, that I am willing, both = 

this 
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this Matter, and what relates to the Articles them- 


ſelves, ro ſubmit my ſelf and my Opinion to a 
Superiour Authority. 


A Review of the Cen/are paſſed 1pon Dr. Bar- 
rett s Opinion concerning Certainty of Sal- 
Vation, 


O- Man can entertain ſuch an Aſſurance, &C. 

as that he ought to be ſecure of his Salvation : 

Sc Dr. Barret has it : He is commanded to cor- 

reC&t it thus : Thoſe that are juſtified by Faith, &Cc. 
ouzht to be certain and ſecure of their Salvation. 

1. The Word [certain] ought not ro have been 
added ; for he had not denyed it, and T belizve 
no body in their Wits ever did. He could nor 
retract whar he had never afferted ; nor ought 
ſuch a Word to be pur in, which was not to 
be found in the Article. | 

2. That any oughr to . be ſecure of Ins $alva- 
tion, 15 not very juſtithable. One would think 
the Words of the Preach:y might have eſcaped 
Cenſire : for Leo's Words are inconſiderably 
changed : For (ſays he , upon thoſe Words of 
Paul) Let him that [tandeth tak? heed | 
left ke fa) No Man can arrive to fo -m_ 5. de 
great a Stedfaſtneſs, as that he ougnt Wad, 
to be ſecure of his Stability, Methinks, 1t Barre: 
was not to be ſpared, at leaſt Leo might have eſca- 
ped Cenfure. ; 

Bur I have theſe following Reaſons why I can- 
not approve 'of this Opinion, 1. The atoretaid 
place in the Cenſure 1s nothing to the Purpoſe, 
Viz» | Thoſe that are juſtified ought to be jecure : 
Whereas this 1s built upon Rom. 5. 1» Berng 
juſtified by Faith, we have __ with God, With 

| Out 
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our doubt ' And therefore we may have peace- 
ful, but not ſecure Thoughts; becauſe Peace 
it ſelf is not ſecure. For we are to take care 
in the firſt place, that this Peace be true; for 
as the Prophet ſays,They have healed the Hurt of the 
Daughter of my People ſlightly, ſaying, Peace, Peace, 
when there is no Peace, Jer. 6. 14. Ezek. 13. 10. 
And then if !hat be true, we are to take care 1n 
the ſecond place, that the Conditions of this 
Peace be not violated and broken by us, and fo 
it be taken away from us again ., For thus faith 
the Lord Jer. 16. 5. I have taken away my Peace 
from this People, even Loving-kinaneſs and Mercy. 
And as we ought not to be ſecure, becauſe we 
have Peace ; ſo neither ought we ro be ſo, be- 
cauſe we ſtand in Grace, or by Faith ; for ſuch 
ought to conſider what the Apoſtle 
ſaith : Take hced left any of you fail of 
the Grare of God, And then he that ſtands by Faith 
ought totake heed of what the ſameApoltle faith : 
. Thou ſtandcſt in, or by Faith, be not 

Kom. 11.10. hjph-minded, but fear : As alto what 
he ſaith in another place : Let him that thinketh 
he ſtandeth, take keed leſt he fall. Which Words 
of the Apoſtle are made uſe of by S. 


AugaPſt de Bo- Mt aſl ” , on 
no perlever. Atuſtin and Be rnard againſt Security G 
Cap. 8. Bern. Ser. 1, de Scptuag. 


Heb. 12. 165. 


2. The Holy Scriptures” no where recom= 
mend Security, bur rather ſeem to take of- 
tence at the Word : VVe ought to avoid it, 
tince ſuch are reproved by theApoſtle, who would 
truſt ro it : For when Men jhall ſay, Peace and Safe« 
iy, then ſudden Deſtruttion cometh upon them, 1 Thel. 
5. 3. Wherefore I thinkit ought to be avoid- 
ed, aSa thing of an ill Omen. 

\ Nor, 3. does the Reaſon and Meaning of the 
Word yiveany Countenance to this : For he that 
45 1ecure, does nog only baniſh all Doubtfulneſs, 

but 
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but even Care too : For Security is direQly 
oppoſed to Care. But we are commanded by 
the Holy Ghoſt to make uſe of all our Care and 
Watchfulneſs : And the Apoſtle, Heb. 6, rr. 
delires, That every one ſhould ſh:w the ſame Dil;= 
gence, even unto theend, 4.. Bur the thing it ſelf, 
[viz. Security] ſeems to be repugnant to the Con- 
dition of a Chriſtian Life, which is a Warfare ; 
nay and .to human Life roo, which is a Tryal 
upon Earth ; fo that neither of theſe will ad- 
mit of Security, but rather call for our utmoſt 
Care and Diligence, both to pray that we be not 
led into Temptation, and alſo to look to our 
ſelves chat we be not tempred ; And St. Paul gives 
this Advice even to thoſe that are Spiritual, 
Gal. 6. 1. | 

5. Thoſe Words ſo often made uſe of by 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles [Watch, conſider, take heed, 
try yorr ſelves, prove your ſelvesJought to ſhake off, 
and not to create Security : For what can theſe 
Words ſignifie, bur a Command not to be ſe- 
cure. We _ —_ other Expreiltons beſides 
to this Purpoſe. Work out your own . 
Salvation with Fear ana vai, faith © wi 4 
St. Paul : Paſs the time of your ſojourning here in 
Fear, ſaith Peter, 1 Per. 1. 17. And again, Sr. 
fohn ; Hold that faſt which thou haf, Rev. 3.1L, 
tha: no Man take thy Crown. All | 
which Places gives us to underſtand that Fear 
muſt accompany our Faith, leaſt Certainty de= 
generate into Security. St. Peter, when he com- 
mands us to give a! ailigenc? to make our Eleftion 
ſure, [means, without doubr, that we ſhould on= 
ſtrive for this Certainty; that every one ſhould 
be ſo ſolicitous and careful about his own 
Concerns, as that he may at length arrive 
thereto, As much as to ſay, that an Endeavor 
after Certainty is all we are capable of in this 
Life ; and a great Virtue in = who have it. 

G Bur, 


23 
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Bur, 7. The degree of Certainty, which 
we have in this Life, ;muſt not ſtand in com- 
petition with what we ſhall have in a future 
State ; ſome difference there muſt be allowed, 
and'there can be nothing further or greater than 
Security : From whence it 1s, that [ro enjoy a 
Security ] is peculiar to thoſe who are already 
dead, and can ting that Triumph of the Apoſtle, 
Death @© ſwalamed up in. Vitery. But we that 
fill £journ here upon Earth,and are content with 
moral Certainty, muſt torego that higheſt degree 
of Security, and leave that to the Church tri» 
umphant in Heaven,which alone 1s ſecure. 
$8. Ir has always -proved fatal ro ſuch as have 
fancied themſelves ro be ſo certain as to run 
into Security. As David for inſtance, 1 
ſhall © never be moved, Pal. 30. 6. And Peter, 
when he ſaid, 7ho' Hl ſhall be offended, yet will 
20t I, It has ſucceeded much better with thoſe 
who have been ſo certain, as yet to be careful; 
as with Job ; 1 know, ſays he, that my Redeemer 
lroeth, &c. Chap. rg. 25. And if 1 jhould com- 
fort my ſelf; yet 1 am afraid of all my Sorrows, 
Job 9g. 28. And ſo St. Paul; 1 am perſwaded, 
that neither Death, &c. Rom. 8. 38. and yet 1 
keep under my body, faith he, l:aſt when 1 have 
preached to others, 1 my ſeif ſhould be a Coſt-away, 
s Cor. 9. 27.,\ | 
9. Altho' what is alledged concerning Carnal 
and Spiritual Security be of no great weight, 
ſince by equal 'reaſon 1t may be ſpoken of Pre- 
ſumption or Pride ; nainely, improperly by a 
Figure ; yer tho' we may ſotren the matter thus, 
it 15 eafie to be ſeen daily, what the Humour of 
-our Age and People requires to be taught about 
tis thmg 3 and whether it would be expedient, 
(as Mens Manners and the Times are) by ſuch 
fort of Notions as theſe, to chill the already- 
frozen Zeal, and lazy Endeayours of Men ro do 
v3 any 
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any Good : And as if a certainty of Salvation 
was ſo ſmall a Matter, to fill their Heads witit 
a lazy Security : Since (as Gregory rightly ob- 
ſerves) Security is the Mother of Careleſnels ; 
and ſince Deſpair proceeds not- only from too 
great Fearfulneſs, (as in Cain ; but very often 
likewiſe (as in Sau! ) it takes its riſe from too 
great a degree of Hope. 

10. Laſtly, T do not think that we ought. ro 
recede from the common and uſual way of ſpeak- 
ing in - the Church, whoſe Thoughts are much 
the ſame with thoſe of Leo afore-cited, Tha: we 
ne:rher can nor 6uzht to be-ſecure of Salvation. © 

* St. Auſtin ſays, Conſil. 10. ch. 32, Fhar no 
* body ought to-be ſecure in this Lite, which 3s 
a ſtare; of Temptation, imyſmuch as he that 
* can riſe from worſe. to better, may allo {1 
* from better to worſe. Again ( De vn Perſery, 
*ch 8. God has wiſtly determined to mix ſome 
© that ſhall nor perſevere amongſt the certain 
* number of the Sainrs, that rho!s who hive no 
* pretenſions to Security in this Life, may not be 
' ſecure, 

So likewiſe, Chap. 22. © Becauſe no body can 
* be ſecure of ercrnal Life, which God, tharcans 
* not Lye, has promited, before the World hes 
"£2n, to the Sons of Ins Promite, unti] the 
*confummarion of this Life, which is a Tem- 
* ptarion upon Earth ; but makes us even tothe 
"end of Lite to perſevere in him, to whomg't 
* daily pray, that he would not lead- usranth 
* Tempration. yy ® 
: Again, Ep. 12. 24 Prov. ' Whence it may 

ſeem wonderful, - that Vou who, as ra&&h.:s 
** World, are nobie, rich, and the Motner of fo 
* great a Family, and contcquently nor deiolate, 
ttho' a Widow, ſhould yer have ſuch an earne?: 
* and unwearied Zeal for Prayer : But that yon 
* prudently underſtand, that 1a this World, and 
x 3 * this 
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this Life, no Soul can be ſecure. And a little 
Ifrer : * For altho' every one knows himſelf, 
and no Man knows another; yet no one is ſo 
* well acquainted with himſelf, as that he can be 
* fecnre of his future Behaviour. 

Sr. Chry/oftom, upon thoſe words of the Apo« 
{tle : If 6y any means 1 may apprehend : © I have 
* faid, thar I have believed Chriſt, and the power 
* of his Keſurrcttion; that I was made a Par- 
* faker of lis Sufterings, and conformable to his 
* Death, nevertheleſs, after all, I am not yer 
*ſecure. And a little after, ( Eom. 7. in Ep. ad 
Phil ) *© Tf therefore he that has ſuffered fo 
* great things, that has endured Perſecutions and 
* Morrtification was not yet ſecure, what ſhall 
* we ſay ? 

Sr. Ambroſe, upon P/al. 37. ſays, © We are to 
*underſtand it ſo, That altho' any one be in- 
* nocent, yet he cannot be ſecure, inaſmuch as 
* he has daily Combats with the moſt powerful 
* Enennes. 

T'tus alſo Sr. Hlary, upon Pſal. 137. * No 
" £00d Min paſſes a Day without fear. Nor 
* does thar Faith, which 1s always anxiouſly 
*-careful of ir ſelf, venture to rely upon a lazy 
* Security ; for he knows that every Day has its 
* Snares Jaid ready for him. 

Gregory likewiſe (in Epiſt. 186. ad Gregoriam) 
fays, * You have made an unprofitable Requeſt, 
* hecauſe you ought not to become ſecure con- 
* cerning Sins, bur at rhe Jaſt Day of your Life, 
* when you ſhall not be able to lament and be- 
* wail them. 

| Baftly, Brrnard ( Epift. 107. ad Thom. Beverl.) 
faith, © After a Man is once come to a know- 
* ledge of himſelf in part, Jet him boaſt in 
© Hope, but not yer in Security. Security and 


© Fear are with Pernard two Extreams ; the one 
* 1$ 
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" is the Exceſs, and the other the Defe&. See 
S&rm. in Cantic. 11. ; 
That the Faithful are thro' their whole Lives 
uncertain of their Predeſtination and Perſeve- 
rance, St. Auſtin 1s very full and clear. De Cor- 


rept. & Gratia Cap. 13. almoſt at the Beginning. 


Contrd Ar:iculos ſibi falsd impoſitos, Artic. 12. 1n 
Epiſt. 107. De bono Perſeverantie, Cap, 13. near 
the beginning ; And then in his Book, De C:ivi-- 
tate Dei. Book 11. Chap. 12, 
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Concernins Predeitination. 


HE Opinion that the Church of Ene/and 
holds in this Matter, 1s plain in its XVII. 
Article : * That the eternal purpoſe of Predeſti- 
* nation, concerning the Eiett's being Javed in 
* Chriſt, is fo to be taught, thar in the mean 
* Tine 


*-time we muſt receive God's Promiſes in ſuch 
wite, as they are generally fer forth \to us in 

c "RX . . 
the Holy Scriptures : And in our Doings that 
* Will of God is to be followed, -which we have: 
* expreily declared unto us in the Word cf God. 
In all witch we muſt ſuppoſe, that the neceflary 
and effzQual means both of inward. Grace, and 
the outward Word towards t!:s receiving the 
Promiſes of God, and doing hi: \V il, are 'to- be 
underſtood to be by vercue of ©» Goſpel-Cove- 
nant, which 1s. the minuitrativ.: of the Spirit, 
and not of the naked Letter, according to that 
of Leo. He 1hat looks only 91 th: Duty goes without his 
Guide, Wherefore under « general Promiſe and 
Przceprt, every one may lately repoſe himſelf 
by a ftedfait Faith, and by a certain Hope and 
Truſt, may come bolaly to the Throne of Grace ; at 
the fame time aſſuring himſelf, that if he does 
not truſt in God's Promiſes, nor obey his Com- 
mands, he muſt blame himſelf, and 'nor God ; 
And own too, that -'tis thro' his own Negli- 
gence, and not for want-of Divine: Grace ; leſt 
he fall into that of Solomon, Prov.19. 3. The feolifh= 
nejs of Man perverte:h his Way, and his Heart fret- 
teth againſt the Lord; which St. Auſtin has fre» 
quently repeated againſt that Opinion. Our 
Article therefore has thought fit ſo to join thar 
eternal purpoſe of God, concerning thoſe whom 
he has choten in Chriſt to be faved, wita rhe 
Divine Precepts and Promiles, as they are ge- 
nerally laid down, together with the Means and 
Aſtiſtances annex'd to them ; that fo we may 
tetch the original Ground of our Salvation, from 
the eternal ſtedfa{t Purpoſe of Divine Ele&ion, 
and not from any temporal unconſtant variety 
of Man's Will: That Grace may not. be 
thought to be the neceflary Contequence of Free- 
will, but that all our Vertue and Strengrh, in 
- pious Aﬀettions and good V Vorks, of Faith ag 
well 
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well as Perſeverance, is owing, not to the un- 
certain co-operation of Man's Free-W1ill, but to 
the efficacy of Divine Grace : That in the End 
all may be aſcribed ro God, and that he that 
Glories, may glory in the Lord, Theſe things be- 
ing thus adjuſted on both ſides, this ſeems to be 
the Order of God's Predeſtinating of us, ſer 
forth in the XVII. Article, viz. That God fore- 
knowing the Fall of Mankind, did, for a Re- 
medy of the ſame, determine to ſend his,Son, 
our of his meer Mercy and Compaſſion, and ſo 
in him placed the condition of our Sa]Jvation : 
For the performance of which he did appoint 
neceſſary Helps, and ſufficient Means, more or 
leſs, to all in general. Bur to thoſe whom he 
hath choſen in Chriſt, out of the reſt of Man- 
kind, he hath, out of his good Pleaſure beſtow- 
ed and granted a greater ;:and more abundant 
proviſion of Grace ; whereby they are moſt 
certainly led on to Faith, Perſeverance, and e- 
ternal Salvation. As for the reſt, they have 
nothing to complain of ; for hereby is ſhown, 
both what the Free-will of Man left to it ſelf, 
can do under the Aid of a common, yer ſuth- 
cient Grace ; and alſo the ſingular Benefit of a 
ſpecial and prevailing Grace in thoſe, ro whom 
God ſhall pleaſe to beftow it : So that Sr. Auſtin's 
Opinion is true, not only of the firſt Man, but 
likewiſe of all his Poſteriry. © The God and 
© Lord of all things has ſo diſpoſed the Life of 
" Men and Angels, as firſt to ſhow therein what 
* their Free-will could do ; and then how far 
* the Advantage of his Grace, and the Love of 
* Juſtice would prevail. Thus God 7s the Saviour 
of all Men, but eſpecially of them that believe, 1Tim- 
4- 10. which words of the Apoſtle, as Proſper 
thought, ought to determine this whole Caule. 
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CHA ?. II. 
Concernmg the Death of Chriſt. 


4 & HE Opinion of our Church concerning 


the Death of Chriſt is ſo plain, and every 
where ſo confiltent with it ſelf; Thar Chriſt 
died for 44 Men, or for all the Sins of all Men.; 
that it 15 to be wondered, that any of us ſhould 
ever have ventured to call it in Queſtion. Ir is 
ſaid in the IL Article, * that Chriſt truly Suf- 
* fered, was Crucihed, Dead, and Buried, to re- 
* concile his Father to us, and to be a Sacrifice, 
*not only for Original Guilr, but alſo for all 
* the atual Sins of Men. 
Article VII. * As well in the Old as New 
* Teſtament, everlaſting Life 1s offered to WMan- 
* kind by Chriſt, who 1s the only Mediator be- 
- tween God and Man, being both God and 
Man. 
Article XV. © Chriſt came to be a Lamb 
* without Spot, who by Sacrifice of himſelf 


* once made, ſhould take away the Sins of rhe 


* World. And again, Article XXXI. The Of- 
* fering of Chriſt once made, is that perfeCt Re- 
* demption, Propitiation, and Satisfaftion for 
* All the Sins of the whole World, both Origi- 
* nal and Actual. 

And the ſame is to be met with in the com« 
mon Catechiſm, as the moſt plain ſenſe of the 
ſecond part of the Creed, wherein it is propoſed 
to every one 70 believe in God the Son, who hath 
redeemed him and all Mankind ; according to the 
Nicene Creed, who for uf Men and for our Salvation, 
deſcended, &c. And in many other places of our 


publick Liturgy ; as in the Prayer of Conſe- 
Cation 
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Cration in the Sacrament : © O God ! who didft- 
. give thine only Son je!':s Chriſt to ſuffer death 
upon the Croſs for yur knee, who made 

* there, by his ons Oblation of himſelf once of- 

* fered, a ful), perfet, and ſufficient Sacrifice, 

* Oblation, and Sarisfation- for the Sins of the 
* whole World. And to every lingle Perion ro 
whom” the: Sacrament 1s adm; ciniftred, "tis ſaid, 
h ' The Body of our Lord Jeſus Clirift which was 
* 1) en forthee. And again, * His Blood which 

* was ſhed for thee, preterve'thy Soul, &c. The 
Death of Chiiſt therefore conſidered 1n it ſelf. 
mutt be a Price ſutiicient for All Men, it it was 
given for All, But! the Scripcure faith plainly, 
That God" gave his Son for the World, and 
lays a Condition thereon , 'not the Death of 
Chriſt, bur the Faith of Man ; and from: thence 
Salvation is to follow conditionally : Thar the 
Son was ſo given, that; whoſoever believerh in 
him ſhall be faved : But whether Men believe or 
nor, God gave his Son for rhem, and through 
him offered Salvation on the Condition of Faith:. 
Now that Men ſhould perform tiis Condition, 
God does both command in his Word, and by the 
Grace cf his Holy Spirit does attually excite and 
co-operate : SO that if they do net believe, rhe 
Faulr may be in Men, and not in God: As On 
the contrary, if they do believe, that muſt be 
attribured to Divine Grace, and nor to any Hu- 
mane Virtue. Whence it 1s plain, thar it was 
Ged's Will and Delign thar Chriit ſhould die 
for All ; though All, through their own. Unbelict 
and Fmpenitency, do nor [trom- thence receive 
the Fruits of Salvation. Bur then there are ſome 
Efﬀetts of this thar do redound ro All; as the 
Common Vocarion ; The Warnings and Encou- 
ragements, not only of the External V Vord, bur 
of Internal Grace roo : And laſtly, the General 
Retfurrection of All. For becauſe Chriſt by his 
- Death 
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Death and ReſurreQion did - overcome ' Death, 
and roſe again, therefore ſhall all Men likewiſe 
riſe again from the Dead ; as the: Apoſtle faith, 
1 Cor. 15. 22. As in Adam alldie, join Chriſt ſhall 
all be made alive. For the ſame Reaſon has Chriſt 
obtained to himſelfa Dominion over all Men, be- - 
cauſe he dyed for 47; As St. Paul 

has abundantly ſhown. VVhich Rom. 14. g. 
Places, as_ they. ſufficiently. prove A - as 
that Chriſt died ſingly for Al, fo : 

they ſignifie tv us, that both the general Promi- 
ſes of Salvation to all Believers, with whatſoever 
is ſufficient for common Grace, .and alſo the Pur- 
poſe of particular Ele&tion, and Grace effeQtually 
perſevering ; nay, and the Preparation and Fore- 
knowledge of theſe, are all founded in the ſame 
Chriſt, and in his Death, fore-ſeen from all E- 
ternity. So that out of the ſide of Chriſt's dying 
upon the Croſs, not onjy the. Sacraments of: the 
C hurch, but likewiſe all ſaving Goods and Gra= 
ces muſt be underſtood to low. And this Opi- 
nion is ſo manifeſt in the Scriptures, that Cavin 
(who was otherwiſe ſufficiently rigid about Pre- 
deſtination) in explaining thoſe very places, 
which others brought to take away the Univer- 
fality of Chriſt's Death (as in ſome 'rts ſaid thar he 
dyed for Many) has every where interpreted them 
of Al. Thus upon Hcb. 9. 20. he ſays, that | Ma- 
213] is taken for C41.1 SO.again upon Rom. 5.18, 
19, -1t is certain, lay s he, that all! Men do not receive 
Aaantage from the Death of Chriſt, but then this 
is owing :0 their own Infatlity that hinders them, 
VVhich V Vords do plainly enough favour the 
common Opinion. Therefore it muſt not be 
ſaid, that this which is ſo clear in it ſelf | tar 
Cyriſt dyed for All) ought to be explained from 
an extravagant and rigid Conception of Secret 
Predeſtination ; bur we are rather to interpret 
that Secret by a thing which is plain 1a it ny - 
that 
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that ſo it may be truly conſiſtent with what was 
rightly enough delivered in a common Saying of 
the Schools,That Chriſt dyed for All ſufficiently ; For 
thetEle# and Believers effeFually : Had they not cor- 
rupted their meaning by the following Hypotheſis : 
The Death of Chriſt had been ſufficient for All, if God 
and Chriſt had ſo intended. 


y_ 


C H A P. 1. and IV. 


Concerning Free-IWill, and the Co-oper ation of 
Grace. 


y E Definition of our Church concerni ng 
Free-Wi1ll and Grace 15S ſhort, being ſet down 
in the Tenth Article imp theſe VVords : © The 
* Condition of Man after the Fall of 4dam is ſuch, 
* that he cannot turn and prepare himſelf, &c. 
In which VVords both Merit and Strength to- 
wards any Spiritual! Good are denied to Man in 
a fallen or finful State, z. e. He cannot turn and 
prepare himſelf for Faith and Calling upon 
God, &c. Where notwithſtanding it is ſuppoſed 
In the firſt place, that Man in Natural and Civil 
Matters has a Free-VVul, and does exerciſe his 
own Natural Strength, and even Good VVorks 
in that kind ; with which yet he cannot turn and 
prepare himſelf to Faith and a Spiritual Good. 
2. The neceſſity of Grace for the doing VV orks 
of Piety is ſhown ; becauſe without (the Grace of 
God, we are not at all able to do ſuch V Vorks : 
; V'Vhere alſo we may Jearn by rhe way, that the . 
Grace of God being ſuppoſed) we can, and are 
able to do ſomething towards V Vorks of Piety. 
3. From thence we underſtand how this Grace 1s 


given, and whence it is to be had ; z. e. * che 
race 
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Grace of God which is by Chriſt. 4., We may 
learn hkewile how Grace operates, v:z. By pre- 
venting us that we may w:#, and by co-opera- 
ting with us when we do wi/. Now Grace pre- 
vents us that we may will, by enlightning the 
Mind , inſpiring the Will, injecting pious 
Thoughts and good Deſires, and by ſeaſoning 
the Heart with Zeal, and the AﬀeCtions of 
Faith : Therefore of our ſelves we do not do a 
good VVork, either becauſe we do not know 
what 1s Good, or the Good does not delight us. 
So St-. Auſtin explains this Marter : * Ignorance 
* and Infirmity, ſays he, are Vices which hin= 
* der the VVill from moving-towards any good 
* VVork, or abſtaining from an ill one. Now 
that we may come to know what we were igno- 
rant of, and that thar may be made ſweet, which 
before did not delight, the Grace of God is nece{- 
fary to help and afliſt the V Vills of Men; and 
if they be not helped Rereby, the Fault is in 
themſelves, and not in God. And then Grace - 
co-operates with us, notonly by concurring, but 
alſo by direfting and prote&ing, by ſtrength- 
ning and helping of us ; for our Endeavours to 
Good are nothing, if they be not excited by 
preventing Grece ; and they are vain, if they be 
not aſſiſted by co-operating Grace ; as Bernard 
ſaith, De Gratia @& lib. Arb. Nevertheleſs in 
both theſe Aﬀs of Grace, Free-will is not taken 
away, bur perfefted. For, as the ſame Bernard 
ſays, Ep. 46. ad Valentinum. If there be no Free- 
Will, there is nothing to be ſaved ; and if there be 
no Grace, there 'is no Salvation And ſo St. Aus 
ftin : If there be no Free-Will, how ſhall God judge 
the World ; and if there: be no Grace how (hall he 
ſave ir ? Add to this that of St. Proſper : 
If the Will be taken away, where :S x, ,, a. x, 
the very Original of true Veriues * If De Vocatione 
Grace be taken away, where is the Gentium. 
very 
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wery Cauſe of Good:Works ? In all which, there iS 
not one Word of the Operation of irreliſtible 
Grace : - For, although Grace may very often 
work certainly and infallibly, where it operates 
according.to the purpoſe of eternal EleC&tion, and 
though it, be certajn,that the Decree of attaining 
the End propoſed ſtands good, ſuppoling the Di- 
vine Preparation and Fore-knowledge : Yethere- 
in it does \nor.operate by any irretiſtible Force, 
the Liberty .of. the Will being preſerved, even 
underthe Aids-of Grace :. So hkewile in many 
other things: (preventing Grate being ſuppoſed) 
it has an Event ſuitable, to its Liberty. Finally; 
in our Articles, and #a'many places of the pub- 
lick Liturgy, the neceſſity of Grace is ſo laid 
down, that the Will notwithſtanding is left free 
under Grace. ; Withour which, aJl Laws, Pre- 
cepts, Conſultations, Conditions, Exhortations, 
Admonitions, Promiſes, Threatnings, Praiſes. 
and Diſpraiſes, Reward$8and Puniſhments would 
be offered and propounded ro no purpoſe, and 
all realon and regard for Care, Diligence, In- 
duſtry, Counſel, and Labour would' be raken 
away : Sothat neither nothing, nor too-muc/» ought 
to be attributed to Free-Will. And then on the 
one 1ide, Free-W1ll, both before and under Grace, 
will not (with the Defenders of irreſiſtible 
Crrace) be denied, or made of no Effect ; nor, 
on the other ſide, will rife Efficacy of Saving- 
- Grace be deſtroyed by the Strength and Liber- 
ty of the Will. © ' But fo long as the Prero- 
gative 1s granted to Divine Grace, the Will of 
Man, as a Hand-maid (tho' a free one ) will 
joyn at ſelf _ro. Grace, whilſt it freely 6- 
beys its DiCtates.. Thus whilſt it 1s a- 
wakened by the Admonitions of prevent- 
ing Grace, prepared in its Aﬀections, fortr- 
fied and afſiſted with Strength, a Man may 


co-operate both ' freely and willingly with _ 
enact 
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hat he may not receive the Grace of God 
n vain. | 


& 


— 


CHAP. V. 


Of tbe Perſeverance of Believers. 


UR Church's Opinion concerning Perſeve- 
rance 1s ſet forth in the Sixteenth Article : 
*.'That; Men, after they have received the Holy 
© Ghoſt, may depart from Grace given, and fail 
'* 1nto Sin, and by the Grace of God they may 
* riſe again,and amend their Lives: And therefore 
© they are tobe condemned, which ſay, they can 
* no,M9re fin as long as they live here, or deny 
the, Place of Forgiveneſs to ſuch as truly 
© repeat» | 
Where we'may obſerve firſt, that Sin which 
15 there ſpoken of, and by which Men fall from 
Grace given, 1s 1n the beginning of the Article, 
called a deadly Sin willingly remmitted : For the pres 
ceding Fifreenth Article treats of common and 
daily S1ns,{fuch as are common to all the Regene- 
rate; and in which we offend All, though we 
have the Grace of God, and donor fall from ir. 
- Now this Sixteenth Article is abour deadly Sin ; 
by which,after Bapriſm and the Holy Cholt recet- 
ved, Men depart from Grace g ven, until! they be 
re!tored by Repentance : Wherealtfo All role are 
condemned, who ſay that this Sin cannot be com= 
mitted after the receiving the Holy Gho{t ; tuch 
as Jovinian: andrhote likewiſe who deny Forgive- 
nels in the Church ro ſuch as truly renent, as 
. Novatian, _ But here 1s nothing at a!l ſaid cons 
cerning a ?aal and final Falling off from Grice. 
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But in the Homilies concerning the Danger of 
departing from God (which were ſer forth at the 
ſame time in our Churches in the Book of Ho- 
milies) it is ſufficiently intimated ; That after 
Grace received, Men may fall from it, and periſh ; 
and therefore they are there diligently warned 
and armed againſt this Defe&tion : And again in 
the Adminiſtration of Baptiſm, itis affirmed for 
certain, That Original Sin is remitted to Infants 
baptized,. and likewiſe that they are truly mans” 
rate ; amongſt which a great many notwit - 
ing do afterwards fall off and periſh. | 
Bur then the next Article (Seventeenth) frees 
thoſe that are ele&ed and predeſtinated from this 
Danger ; teaching us that God has conſtantly 


decreed tofree and to fave them, but withal tells. 


us, That Predeſtination is the Purpoſe of Divine 
Counſel ſecret to us, until - it be made plain by 
the Fruits which in a due and natural Order. 
ariſe and ſpring from it ; which does not 


preſently happen in All that believe, and. 


therefore we ought not eaſily to preſume upon 
Eleftion-; whereas Predeſtination regards on- 
Iy the Godly, thoſe only who are truly ſuch; 
and (as St. Auſtin and Proſper teach) ſuch who 
feel in themſelves the Power of the Holy Ghoſt 
mortifying the Deeds of the Fleſh. Thoſe that 
are rooted and confirmed in Charity, may with 
true Conſolation think of the Divine EleQton, 
and have a ſtedfaſt Faith of obtaining Salvation 
through Chriſt ; according to that Definition in 
Gratianand. Lumbard, gathered out ofthe Fathers ; 
Charity begun, is ſuch as may be loft, but not a rooted 
and a bo Leve ; according te that of the A- 
poſtle, Perfett Love caſteth out Fear. Therefore, 
as On one ſide, All Believers, and even ſuch as 
are truly Regenerate, are not under a. Certainty 


of Salvation : So neither on the other are All 
(whavſozver Advances. they haye-made in Faith. 


and 
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and Piety) to be left to an uncertain Salvation : 
But to thoſe who are ſolidly rooted in Faith and 
Charity (as to thoſe that are ele&ed and predeſti- 
| nated) we may allow a ſure Confidence of Perſe-- 
verance, and a firm Hope of Salvation. 

Without doubt that Opinion, ſo much deba- 
ted ; of the certain Perſeverance of All thoſe, 
who did once bllieve and were regenerated, was 
never approved of by any. of the Fathers of the 
Primitive Church ; but was reje&ed by all Anti- 
quity ; and has been too much confured by the 
any .S Experience of all Times. Ir had its 
Birth but in this laſt Age, and was then brought 
into the Church from a Quarrelthat Zuinglivs and 
his Aſſociates had with Luther. 
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